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Represent ati ve Moak To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 159

AN ACT TO REQUI RE MOTOR VEHI CLE DI SMANTLERS AND CRUSHERS TO
NOTI FY LI ENHOLDERS BEFORE DESTROYI NG MOTOR VEHI CLES; TO PROVI DE
PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATIONS OF THI S ACT; TO PROVI DE THAT THE STATE
TAX COWM SSI ON SHALL | NVESTI GATE AND PROSECUTE VI OLATORS OF THI S
ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Any person, firmor corporation who

di smantl es, crushes or otherw se destroys a notor vehicle shal
determine if any lien exists upon the notor vehicle and notify any
| i enhol ders by certified mail before dismantling, crushing or
destroyi ng such notor vehicle. A lienholder has seven (7) days
after receipt of notice to claima notor vehicle. A reasonable
effort shall be nade to identify and notify any |ienhol der.

(2) Any person, firmor corporation who violates the
provi sions of subsection (1) of this section, upon conviction,
shal | be puni shed as foll ows:

(a) For a first offense by a fine of One Hundred
Dol | ars ($100.00) per occurrence;

(b) For a second offense commtted within three (3)
years by a fine of Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00) per occurrence;
and

(c) For athird or subsequent offense commtted within
three (3) years of a previous offense One Thousand Dol | ars
(%1, 000.00) per occurrence, the revocati on of any business |icense
for one (1) year and by inprisonnment for not nore than six (6)
nmont hs.

(3) The State Tax Comm ssion shall investigate and prosecute

violators of this section. The State Tax Comm ssion may utilize
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t he assi stance of any |aw enforcenent agency to carry out the

provi sions of this section. The tax assessors of the counties

shall assist the State Tax Comm ssion in performng its duties

under this section.

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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