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HOUSE BI LL NO. 113

AN ACT TO CREATE THE STATE POLI CE I N THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
SAFETY; TO PROVI DE FOR THE CH EF OF THE STATE POLI CE; TO PROVI DE
THE JURI SDI CTI ON AND AUTHORI TY OF THE STATE POLI CE; TO PROVI DE FOR
THE APPO NTMENT, TRAI NI NG AND SALARY OF OFFI CERS OF THE STATE
PCLI CE; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 7-7-211, 27-3-13, 29-5-77, 37-101-15,
41-29-107, 49-1-12, 49-1-16, 49-1-44, 65-1-131, 69-29-1, 75-76-17
AND 77-1-21, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY TO THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT; TO REPEAL SECTI ONS 49-1-9, 49-1-13 AND
49-1-15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DE FOR CONSERVATI ON
OFFI CERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created a | aw enforcenent

unit of the Departnent of Public Safety to be known as the State
Police. The Conm ssioner of Public Safety shall appoint a Chief
of the State Police who shall be qualified and experienced in | aw
enforcenment and who has served for not less than five (5) years as
a |law enforcenent officer in a supervisory position. The chi ef
shall be furnished a vehicle to performhis duties of overseeing
the State Police throughout the state. The chief shall enter into
bond in an anmount determ ned by the comm ssioner. The primry
duty of the chief shall be directing the enforcenent of the | aws
of the state and the | aws and regul ati ons of the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation, the Public Service Conm ssion, the
State Tax Comm ssion, the Departnment of Wldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks, the Capitol Police, the Gam ng Conm ssion, the M ssissipp
Agricul tural and Livestock Theft Bureau, the Board of Trustees of
State Institutions of H gher Learning, the Departnent of Audit and
the Bureau of Narcotics. The salary of the chief shall be fixed

by the conm ssi oner.
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(2) The chief is hereby authorized and directed to appoint
as many officers as may be required to efficiently enforce the
| aws under the jurisdiction of the State Police as provided in
subsection (1) of this section. These officers shall be |ocated
in different sections of the state where there services are nost
needed. The salary of the officers of the State Police shall be
as determ ned by the State Personnel Board, or its successor.

(3) The chief and the officers of the State Police shall be
desi gnated | aw enforcenent officers, as defined in Section 45-6-3,
and shall be subject to all training and certification
requi renents of the Board on Law Enforcenent O ficer Standards and
Tr ai ni ng.

(4) Any officer of an existing | aw enforcenent agency who
was exenpt fromtraining and certification requirenents by such
agency shall be exenpt from such requirenents under this act.

SECTION 2. Section 7-7-211, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

7-7-211. The departnent shall have the power and it shall be
its duty:

(a) To identify and define for all public offices of
the state and its subdivisions generally accepted accounting
principles as pronmul gated by nationally recogni zed prof essi onal
organi zations and to consult with the State Fiscal Oficer in the
prescription and inplenentation of accounting rules and
regul ati ons;

(b) To prescribe, for all public offices of regional
and | ocal subdivisions of the state, systens of accounting,
budgeting and reporting financial facts relating to said offices
in conformty with legal requirenents and with generally accepted
accounting principles as pronmul gated by nationally recogni zed
pr of essi onal organi zations; to assist such subdivisions in need of
assistance in the installation of such systens; to revise such

systens when deened necessary, and to report to the Legislature at
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periodic tinmes the extent to which each office is maintaining such
systens, along with such recomendations to the Legislature for
i nprovenent as seem desirabl e;

(c) To study and anal yze exi sting managerial policies,
nmet hods, procedures, duties and services of the various state
departnents and institutions upon witten request of the Governor,
the Legislature or any conmmttee or other body enpowered by the
Legi slature to make such request to determ ne whether and where
operations can be elimnated, conbined, sinplified and i nproved;

(d) To postaudit each year and, when deened necessary,
preaudit and investigate the financial affairs of the departnents,
institutions, boards, comm ssions or other agencies of state
governnment, as part of the publication of a conprehensive annual
financial report for the State of Mssissippi. In conplying with
the requirenents of this subsection, the departnment shall have the
authority to conduct all necessary audit procedures on an interim
and year-end basis;

(e) To postaudit and, when deened necessary, preaudit
and investigate separately the financial affairs of (i) the
of fi ces, boards and conmm ssions of county governnents and any
departnments and institutions thereof and therein; (ii) public
school districts, departnents of education and junior college
districts; and (iii) any other |ocal offices or agencies which
share revenues derived fromtaxes or fees inposed by the state
Legi sl ature or receive grants fromrevenues coll ected by
governnmental divisions of the state; the cost of such audits,

i nvestigations or other services to be paid as follows: Such part
shall be paid by the state from appropriati ons made by the
Legislature for the operation of the State Departnent of Audit as
may exceed the sum of One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00) per day for
the services of each staff person engaged in performng the audit
or other service, which sumshall be paid by the county, district,

departnent, institution or other agency audited out of its general
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fund or any other available funds from which such paynent is not
prohi bited by | aw,

(f) To postaudit and, when deened necessary, preaudit
and investigate the financial affairs of the | evee boards;
agenci es created by the Legislature or by executive order of the
Governor; profit or nonprofit business entities adm nistering
progranms financed by funds flow ng through the State Treasury or
t hrough any of the agencies of the state, or its subdivisions; and
all other public bodies supported by funds derived in part or
whol Iy from public funds, except nunicipalities which annually
submt an audit prepared by a qualified certified public
account ant using nethods and procedures prescribed by the
depart nent;

(g To make written demand, when necessary, for the
recovery of any anounts representing public funds inproperly
wi t hhel d, m sappropriated and/or otherwise illegally expended by
an officer, enployee or adm nistrative body of any state, county
or other public office, and/or for the recovery of the val ue of
any public property disposed of in an unlawful manner by a public
of ficer, enployee or adm nistrative body, such demands to be nade
(1) upon the person or persons liable for such anmounts and upon
the surety on official bond thereof, and/or (ii) upon any
i ndi vi dual, partnership, corporation or association to whomthe
illegal expenditure was made or with whomthe unl awful disposition
of public property was made, if such individual, partnership,
corporation or association knew or had reason to know through the
exerci sing of reasonable diligence that the expenditure was
illegal or the disposition unlawful. Such demand shall be
prem sed on conpetent evidence, which shall include at |east one
(1) of the followng: (i) sworn statenents, (ii) witten
docunentation, (iii) physical evidence, or (iv) reports and
findings of governnment or other |aw enforcenent agencies. O her

provi sions notw thstanding, a demand |etter issued pursuant to
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this subsection shall remain confidential by the State Auditor
until the individual against whomthe demand letter is being filed
has been served with a copy of such demand letter. [|f, however,
such individual cannot be notified wthin fifteen (15) days using
reasonabl e neans and due diligence, such notification shall be
made to the individual's bonding conpany, if he or she is bonded.
Each such demand shall be paid into the proper treasury of the
state, county or other public body through the office of the
departnment in the anmount demanded within thirty (30) days fromthe
date thereof, together with interest thereon in the sum of one
percent (1% per nonth fromthe date such anpbunt or anmounts were

i nproperly wi thheld, m sappropriated and/or otherwise illegally
expended. In the event, however, such person or persons shal
refuse, neglect or otherwise fail to pay the anobunt demanded and
the interest due thereon within the allotted thirty (30) days, the
State Auditor shall have the authority and it shall be his duty to
institute suit, and the Attorney General shall prosecute the sane
in any court of the state to the end that there shall be recovered
the total of such amounts fromthe person or persons and surety on
of ficial bond naned therein; and the anbunts so recovered shall be
paid into the proper treasury of the state, county or other public
body through the State Auditor;

(h) To investigate any all eged or suspected violation
of the laws of the state by any officer or enployee of the state,
county or other public office in the purchase, sale or the use of
any supplies, services, equipnent or other property bel ongi ng
thereto; and in such investigation to do any and all things
necessary to procure evidence sufficient either to prove or
di sprove the existence of such alleged or suspected violations.

The State Police nay investigate, for the purpose of prosecution,

any suspected crimnal violation of the provisions of this
chapter. For the purpose of adm nistration and enforcenent of
this chapter, the enforcenent enployees of the Departnent of
H B. No. 113 *HRO3/R97*
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I nvestigation of the State Departnent of Audit shall be enpl oyees

of the State Police fromand after July 1, 2005, shall have the

powers of a |l aw enforcenent officer of this state, and shall be
enpowered to nmake arrests and to serve and execute search warrants
and other valid | egal process anywhere within the State of

M ssissippi. Al enforcenent enpl oyees of the Departnent of

I nvestigation of the State Departnent of Audit hired on or after
July 1, 1993, shall be required to conplete the Law Enforcenent

O ficers Training Program and shall neet the standards of the
program

(i) To issue subpoenas, with the approval of, and
returnable to, a judge of a chancery or circuit court, in terntine
or in vacation, to exam ne the records, docunents or other
evi dence of persons, firnms, corporations or any other entities
i nsofar as such records, docunents or other evidence relate to
dealings with any state, county or other public entity. The
circuit or chancery judge nust serve the county in which the
records, docunments or other evidence is |ocated; or where all or
part of the transaction or transactions occurred which are the
subj ect of the subpoena;

(j) In any instances in which the State Auditor is or
shall be authorized or required to exam ne or audit, whether
preaudit or postaudit, any books, |edgers, accounts or other
records of the affairs of any public hospital owned or owned and
operated by one or nore political subdivisions or parts thereof or
any conbi nation thereof, or any school district, including
activity funds thereof, it shall be sufficient conpliance
therewith, in the discretion of the State Auditor, that such
exam nation or audit be made fromthe report of any audit or other
exam nation certified by a certified public accountant and
prepared by or under the supervision of such certified public
accountant. Such audits shall be nade in accordance with

general ly accepted standards of auditing, with the use of an audit
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program prepared by the State Auditor, and final reports of such
audits shall conformto the format prescribed by the State
Auditor. Al files, working papers, notes, correspondence and al
ot her data conpiled during the course of the audit shall be

avail able, wthout cost, to the State Auditor for exam nation and
abstracting during the normal business hours of any business day.
The expense of such certified reports shall be borne by the
respective hospital, or any avail able school district funds other
t han m ni num program funds, subject to examnation or audit. The
State Auditor shall not be bound by such certified reports and
may, in his or their discretion, conduct such exam nation or audit
fromthe books, |edgers, accounts or other records involved as may
be appropriate and authorized by | aw.

(k) The State Auditor shall have the authority to
contract with qualified public accounting firns to perform
selected audits required in subsections (d), (e) and (f) of this
section, if funds are nmade avail able for such contracts by the
Legislature, or if funds are available fromthe governnenta
entity covered by subsections (d), (e) and (f). Such audits shal
be made in accordance with generally accepted standards of
auditing, with the use of an audit program prepared by the State
Audi tor, and final reports of such audits shall conformto the
format prescribed by the State Auditor. All files, working
papers, notes, correspondence and all other data conpiled during
the course of the audit shall be avail able, w thout cost, to the
State Auditor for exam nation and abstracting during the nornal
busi ness hours of any business day.

(I') The State Auditor shall have the authority to
establish training courses and prograns for the personnel of the
various state and | ocal governnental entities under the
jurisdiction of the Ofice of the State Auditor. The training
courses and prograns shall include, but not be limted to, topics

on internal control of funds, property and equi pnment control and
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i nventory, governnental accounting and financial reporting, and
internal auditing. The State Auditor is authorized to charge a
fee fromthe participants of these courses and prograns, which fee
shal |l be deposited into the Departnent of Audit Special Fund.
State and | ocal governnental entities are authorized to pay such
fee and any travel expenses out of their general funds or any

ot her avail able funds from whi ch such paynent is not prohibited by
| aw.

(m Upon witten request by the Governor or any nenber
of the State Legislature, the State Auditor may audit any state
funds and/or state and federal funds received by any nonprofit
corporation incorporated under the laws of this state.

(n) To conduct performance audits of personal or
pr of essi onal service contracts by state agencies on a random
sanpling basis, or upon request of the State Personal Service
Contract Revi ew Board under Section 25-9-120(3).

SECTION 3. Section 27-3-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-3-13. The chairman of the comm ssion is hereby enpowered
to enploy a secretary to the comm ssion, and such accountants,
apprai sers, inspectors, tinber estimators, engineers, valuation
experts, clerical help, stenographers, and such other assistants
and/ or attorneys as he may deem necessary to the proper discharge
of the duties of the State Tax Conmi ssion, to prescribe their
duties and to fix the conpensation of each enpl oyee. Such
enpl oyees nmay be used interchangeably in the adm nistration of the
various duties inposed by | aw upon the conm ssion in its several

departnents. The State Police shall enforce any | aws adm ni stered

by the commi ssion. Tenporary enpl oyees of the classes enunerated
above may be enpl oyed as herei nabove, when in the opinion of the
chai rman a seasonal press of business requires, except that such
tenporary enpl oyees shall be retained no | onger than is necessary

to the discharge of the duties inposed by |aw upon the comm ssion.
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SECTION 4. Section 29-5-77, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

29-5-77. The State Police shall have jurisdiction relative

to the enforcement of all laws of the State of M ssissippi on the
properties set forth in Section 29-5-2 and the Court of Appeals

Building. The State Police is authorized and directed through any

person or persons appointed by the Ofice of General Services or
t hrough the Departnment of Public Safety when requested by the

O fice of CGeneral Services, to make arrests for any violation of
any law of the State of M ssissippi on such grounds of or within

such properties. The State Police is hereby enpowered and

directed to enforce the provisions of Sections 29-5-57 through
29-5-67, 29-5-71 through 29-5-77, and 29-5-81 through 29-5-95, and
to prescribe such rules and regul ations as are necessary therefor.
* %k

SECTION 5. Section 37-101-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-101-15. (a) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions
of Higher Learning shall succeed to and continue to exercise
control of all records, books, papers, equipnent, and supplies,
and all lands, buildings, and other real and personal property
bel onging to or assigned to the use and benefit of the board of
trustees fornerly supervising and controlling the institutions of
hi gher | earning naned in Section 37-101-1. The board shall have
and exercise control of the use, distribution and di sbursenent of
all funds, appropriations and taxes, now and hereafter in
possession, |levied and collected, received, or appropriated for
the use, benefit, support, and nmai ntenance or capital outlay
expenditures of the institutions of higher |earning, including the
aut hori zation of enpl oyees to sign vouchers for the disbursenent
of funds for the various institutions, except where otherw se

specifically provided by | aw
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(b) The board shall have general supervision of the affairs
of all the institutions of higher |earning, including the
departnents and the schools thereof. The board shall have the
power in its discretion to determ ne who shall be privileged to
enter, toremain in, or to graduate therefrom The board shal
have general supervision of the conduct of libraries and
| aboratories, the care of dormtories, buildings, and grounds; the
busi ness net hods and arrangenent of accounts and records; the
organi zation of the admnistrative plan of each institution; and
all other matters incident to the proper functioning of the
institutions. The board shall have the authority to establish
m ni mum st andards of achi evenent as a prerequisite for entrance
into any of the institutions under its jurisdiction, which
standards need not be uniform between the various institutions and
whi ch may be based upon such criteria as the board nmay establish.

(c) The board shall exercise all the powers and prerogatives
conferred upon it under the |laws establishing and providing for
the operation of the several institutions herein specified. The
board shall adopt such bylaws and regulations fromtinme to tine as
it deens expedient for the proper supervision and control of the
several institutions of higher |earning, insofar as such byl aws
and regul ati ons are not repugnant to the Constitution and | aws,
and not inconsistent with the object for which these institutions
were established. The board shall have power and authority to
prescribe rules and regul ations for policing the canpuses and al
bui | di ngs of the respective institutions, to authorize the arrest
of all persons violating on any canpus any crimnal |aw of the
state, and to have such law violators turned over to the civil

authorities. The |l aw enforcenent officers enpl oyed on any canpus

shall be officers of the State Poli ce.

(d) For all institutions specified herein, the board shal
provi de a uni form system of recording and of accounting approved
by the State Departnent of Audit. The board shall annually
H B. No. 113 *HRO3/R97*
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prepare, or cause to be prepared, a budget for each institution of
hi gher | earning for the succeeding year which nust be prepared and
in readiness for at least thirty (30) days before the conveni ng of
the regul ar session of the Legislature. All relationships and
negoti ati ons between the state Legislature and its various
commttees and the institutions naned herein shall be carried on
t hrough the board of trustees. No official, enployee or agent
representing any of the separate institutions shall appear before
the Legislature or any commttee thereof except upon the witten
order of the board or upon the request of the Legislature or a
commttee thereof.

(e) For all institutions specified herein, the board shal
prepare an annual report to the Legislature setting forth the
di sbhursenents of all nonies appropriated to the respective
institutions. Each report to the Legislature shall show how t he
noney appropriated to the several institutions has been expended,
begi nning and ending with the fiscal years of the institutions,
showi ng the nane of each teacher, officer, and enpl oyee, and the
sal ary paid each, and an item zed statenent of each and every item
of receipts and expenditures. Each report nust be bal anced, and
must begin with the fornmer balance. |If any property belonging to
the state or the institution is used for profit, the reports shal
show t he expense incurred in managi ng the property and the anount
received therefrom The reports shall also show a sunmary of the
gross receipts and gross di sbursenents for each year and shal
show t he noney on hand at the beginning of the fiscal period of
the institution next preceding each session of the Legislature and
t he necessary anount of expense to be incurred fromsaid date to
January 1 followi ng. The board shall keep the annual expenditures
of each institution herein nentioned within the incone derived
fromlegislative appropriations and other sources, but in case of
energency arising fromacts of providence, epidemcs, fire or

stormwith the witten approval of the Governor and by witten
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consent of a majority of the Senators and of the Representatives
it may exceed the incone. The board shall require a surety bond
in a surety conpany authorized to do business in this state, of
every enpl oyee who is the custodi an of funds bel onging to one or
nore of the institutions nentioned herein, which bond shall be in
a sumto be fixed by the board in an anount that will properly
safeguard the said funds, the premumfor which shall be paid out
of the funds appropriated for said institutions.

(f) The board shall have the power and authority to el ect
the heads of the various institutions of higher |learning and to
contract with all deans, professors, and other nenbers of the
teaching staff, and all adm nistrative enployees of said
institutions for a termof not exceeding four (4) years. The
board shall have the power and authority to term nate any such
contract at any time for mal feasance, inefficiency, or
cont umaci ous conduct, but never for political reasons. |t shal
be the policy of the board to permt the executive head of each
institution to nomnate for election by the board all subordinate
enpl oyees of the institution over which he presides. It shall be
the policy of the board to elect all officials for a definite
tenure of service and to reelect during the period of satisfactory
service. The board shall have the power to make any adj ustnents
it thinks necessary between the various departnments and school s of
any institution or between the different institutions.

(g) The board shall keep conplete mnutes and records of al
proceedi ngs which shall be open for inspection by any citizen of
the state.

(h) The board shall have the power to contract, on a
shar ed-savi ngs, | ease or |ease-purchase basis, for energy
efficiency services and/or equi pnent as prescribed in Section
31-7-14, not to exceed ten (10) years.

(1) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher

Learning, for and on behalf of Jackson State University, is hereby
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aut horized to convey by donation or otherw se easenents across
portions of certain real estate located in the Gty of Jackson,
Hi nds County, M ssissippi, for right-of-way required for the Metro
Par kway Project.

SECTION 6. Section 41-29-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-29-107. The State Police shall enforce the provisions of

this chapter. The State Police shall have as chief adm nistrative

officer to supervise the enforcenent of this chapter a director

who shall be appointed by the Chief of the State Police. The

director is enpowered to enploy or appoint necessary agents. The
said director may al so enpl oy such secretarial, clerical and

adm ni strative personnel, including a duly |icensed attorney, as
necessary for the operation of the bureau, and shall have such
quarters, equipnment and facilities as needed. The salary and
qualifications of the attorney authorized by this section shall be
fixed by the director, but the salary shall not exceed the salary
aut horized for an assistant attorney general who perfornms simlar
duti es.

The director and agents so appointed shall be citizens of the
United States and of the State of M ssissippi, and of good noral
character. The agents shall be not |ess than twenty-one (21) nor
shall have attained the age of thirty-six (36) years of age at the
time of such appointnent. |In addition thereto, those appointed
shal |l have satisfactorily conpleted at |east two (2) years of
col l ege studies. However, two (2) years of satisfactory service
as a |law enforcenent officer and the conpletion of the prescribed
course of study at a school operated by the Bureau of Narcotics
and Dangerous Drugs, United States Justice Departnent, shal
satisfy one (1) year of such college studies, and four (4) years
of satisfactory service as a | aw enforcenent officer and the
conpl etion of the prescribed course of study at such federal

bureau school as stated heretofore shall fully satisfy the two (2)
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years of college requirenent. The director shall also be required
to conplete a prescribed course of study at a school operated by
the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, United States Justice
Depart nment .

During the period of the first twelve (12) nonths after

appoi ntnent, any enployee of the State Police enforcing this

chapter shall be subject to dismssal at the will of the director.
After twelve (12) nonths' service, no such enployee * * * shall be
subject to dism ssal unless charges have been filed with the
director, showi ng cause for dism ssal of such enployee of the

State Police. A date shall be set for hearing before the director

and the enpl oyee notified in witing of the date of such hearing
and of the charges filed. Said hearing shall be held not |ess than
ten (10) days after notification to the enployee. After said
hearing, at which the enployee shall be entitled to | egal counsel,
a witten order of the director shall be necessary for dism ssal
and the decision shall be final. Any such order of the director
shall be a public record and subject to inspection as such.

The Comm ssioner of Public Safety may assign nenbers of the
M ssi ssippi H ghway Safety Patrol, regardl ess of age, to assist in

the enforcenent of this chapter at the request of the

director * * *; however, when any hi ghway patrol man or ot her
enpl oyee, agent or official of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Public Safety is assigned to duty for, or is enployed for the

enforcenent of this chapter, he shall not be subject to assignnent

or transfer to any other bureau or departnent within the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety except by the director.

Any hi ghway patrol man assigned to duty regardi ng enforcenent of

this chapter shall retain his status as a hi ghway patrol nan, but

shal |l be under the supervision of the director. For purposes of
seniority within the H ghway Safety Patrol and for purposes of
retirenment under the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol Retirenent

System hi ghway patrol nen assigned to enforcenent of this chapter

H B. No. 113 *HRO3/R97*
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will be credited as if performng duty with the H ghway Safety
Pat r ol .

The director may enter into contracts or agreenents with the
State Board of Health for purposes of recruitnment and screeni ng of
applicants through the nerit system

The director may enter into agreenents with bureaus or
departnents of other states or of the United States for the
exchange or tenporary assignnment of agents for special undercover
assi gnnents and for performance of specific duties.

The director is hereby authorized to assign agents charged

with enforcing this chapter to such duty and to request and accept

agents from such other bureaus or departnents for such duty.
SECTION 7. Section 49-1-12, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
49-1-12. (1) The term "conservation officer"” neans a | aw

enforcenent officer of the State Police.

(2) \Werever the terns "warden," "ganme warden," or "game and

fish warden" appear, the sane shall nean an officer of the State

Pol i ce.

SECTI ON 8. Section 49-1-16, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

49-1-16. (a) There is hereby created a Conservation
Oficers' Reserve Unit, hereinafter ternmed "the reserve,” to
assi st the conservation officers in the performance of their
duties. The reserve shall consist of volunteers who are approved

by the Chief of the State Police or his designated representative,

and the nenbers of the reserve shall serve w thout pay. Reserve
officers shall be in such nunbers as determ ned by the enforcenent
needs, with the maximum strength of reserve officers limted to
t he sane nunber as conservation officers.

(b) In order to be eligible for nmenbership in the reserve,
an applicant nust be twenty-one (21) years of age, be a high

school graduate or its equivalent, be in good physical condition,

H B. No. 113 *HRO3/R97*
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have a M ssissippi driver's license, be in good standing with the
comunity, be available for training and duty, not be a nenber of
any police, auxiliary police, civil defense, or private security
agency, have never been convicted of a felony, and have one (1) of
the foll ow ng:

(1) An honorabl e discharge or honorabl e separation
certificate fromone (1) of the United States mlitary services;

(ii) Three (3) years of responsible post-high school
wor k experience that required the ability to deal effectively with
i ndi vidual s and groups of persons;

(ii1) Successful conpletion of sixty (60) senester
hours at an accredited college or university; or

(itv) Such qualifications as are outlined in this
section for enforcenent officers.

Menbers of the immediate famly of conservation officers
shall not be eligible for the reserve unless a special waiver is
granted by the conm ssion.

Upon acceptance into the reserve, nenbers shall receive a
tenporary appoi ntnent for one (1) year. During this year of
tenporary status, nenbers nust successfully conplete the required
training and nust qualify on the sane firearns course as
conservation officers.

(c) The reserve shall be under the | eadership and direction

of the Chief of the State Police, who may designate an officer to

coordinate the actions of the reserve. The training of the

reserve shall be conducted by a State Police officer. The reserve

shall neet at |east once each nonth for the purpose of training
and transacting such business as may cone before it. The

chief * * * shall be notified in witing of all neetings of the
reserve and the tine and place of such neetings shall be recorded
with the chief * * *  The chief * * * shall prepare a reserve

officer's manual with the advice and consent of the conm ssion.

The manual shall include, but is not limted to, the foll ow ng:
H B. No. 113 *HRO3/R97*
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activities and operations, training, admnistration and duties.
During active service, the reserve shall be under the direction of
the chief * * * or his designated representative. Wen a reserve
officer is on active duty and assigned to a specific conservation
of ficer, he shall be under the direct supervision of that officer.
Reserve officers serve at the discretion of the chief * * * and
may be dismssed by him* * *  Reserve officers shall furnish
their own uniforms and other personal equipnment if the State
Pol i ce does not provide such itens.

(d) The chief may, by regulation, require nenbers of the
Conservation Oficers' Reserve Unit to attend officer reserve
training prograns conducted by county or nunicipal agencies or at
the M ssissippi Law Enforcenent O ficers Training Acadeny at the

expense of the State Police if the chief deens such training

necessary or desirable.

(e) The State Police nmay issue unifornms to such reserve

of ficers and may authorize the issuance of any state equi pnent
necessary for the reserve officers to adequately assist |aw
enforcement officers. The chief is authorized to develop a
reserve officer identification systemto acconplish the issuance
of such itens in accordance with the State Auditor guidelines.
(f) In the event the chief shall determ ne that a menber of
the Conservation O ficers' Reserve Unit may attend a training
program as aut hori zed under the provisions of this section, the
chief shall require that any such reserve officer shall sign an
agreenent, prior to attending a training program which shal
stipulate that if the reserve officer accepts enploynent from any
other public or private |law enforcenent agency within three (3)
years after conpletion of his training program the reserve
officer or the respective hiring | aw enforcenent agency shal

reinburse the State Police for the total cost of his training

program By Cctober 1 of each year, the chief shall provide the

Game and Fish Conmttee of the M ssissippi House of
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Representatives and the Wldlife and Marine Resources Committee of
the M ssissippi Senate a listing which contains each nane and the
respective cost of training each reserve officer received during
t he previous year.

SECTION 9. Section 49-1-44, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

49-1-44. In addition to the regulations of the conm ssion
and the statutes relating to protection and preservation of

wildlife and the environnent, conservation officers of the State

Police are hereby authorized to assist in the detection and
apprehensi on of violators of the laws of this state which pertain
to theft of cattle, to enforce and apprehend violators of the | aws
of this state which pertain to unauthorized dunpi ng of garbage,
obstructing streans and littering, as set forth specifically in
Sections 97-15-13, 97-15-21, 97-15-23, 97-15-25, 97-15-27,
97-15-29, 97-15-31, 97-15-39, 97-15-41, 97-15-43, 97-15-45,
97-17-53, 97-17-79, 97-17-81 and 97-17-83, but not limted
thereto, and in addition to any other powers and duties otherw se

del egated or assigned to conservation officers of the State

Pol i ce.
SECTI ON 10. Section 65-1-131, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

65-1-131. (1) The Chief of the State Police may appoint and

comm ssion qualified persons as security officers of the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation. Any such security
of ficer so appointed shall be a full-tinme enployee of the State

Police and shall not be enployed by any privately owned guard or

security service, and shall at all times be answerabl e and

responsible to the Chief of the State Police.

(2) A security officer appointed and conm ssi oned as
provided in subsection (1) of this section shall, before entering
upon his duties as such officer, take the oath of office

prescribed by Section 268, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, which

H B. No. 113 *HRO3/R97*
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shal | be endorsed upon his comm ssion. The conm ssion, with the
oat h endorsed upon it, shall be entered in the official mnute
book of the Transportati on Comm ssion.

(3) A security officer appointed and conm ssi oned pursuant
to the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, shall, while
engaged in the performance of his duties, carry on his person a
badge identifying himas a security officer of the M ssissipp
Departnent of Transportation and an identification card issued by
the Transportati on Conm ssion. Wen in uniform each such
security officer shall wear his badge in plain view

(4) A security officer appointed and conm ssi oned under
subsection (1) of this section nay exercise the sane powers of
arrest and the right to bear firearns that nmay be exercised by any
state, nunicipal or other police officer in this state, * * *
wi th enphasis to violations of |aw which are coommitted on or
W thin buildings, property or facilities owned by or under the
jurisdiction of the Transportation Comm ssion or the
Transportation Departnment. Any right granted under this
subsection in no way relieves the requirenents of appropriate
affidavit and warrant for arrest fromthe appropriate jurisdiction
and authority pursuant to the laws of this state.

(5) On behalf of each person who is enployed as a security
of ficer under subsection (1) of this section and who is trained as
a security officer at the M ssissippi Law Enforcenent O ficers’

Trai ni ng Acadeny, the State Police shall be required to pay to the

acadeny at |east an anount equal to the per student cost of
operation of said acadeny as tuition.

SECTI ON 11. Section 69-29-1, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-29-1. (1) (a) There is established the M ssissipp
Agricul tural and Livestock Theft Bureau.

(b) The Chief of the State Police shall appoint a

director of the M ssissippi Agricultural and Livestock Theft

H B. No. 113 *HRO3/R97*
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Bureau. Such director shall have at least five (5) years of |aw
enf orcenment experience. Such director shall be responsible solely

to the supervision of the Chief of the State Police and to no

ot her person or entity. Such director may be di scharged only for
j ust cause shown.

(c) The State Police shall provide nine (9)

agricultural and livestock theft investigators, one (1) from each
hi ghway patrol district, and each investigator is required to
reside within the highway patrol district fromwhich he or she is
selected. Each investigator shall be certified as a | aw
enforcenent officer, successfully conpleting at |east a nine-week
training course, in accordance wth Section 45-6-11. The
curriculumfor the training of constables shall not be sufficient
for neeting the certification requirenents of this paragraph. 1In
the selection of investigators under this section, preference
shall be given to persons who have previous | aw enforcenent

experi ence.

(d) The director appointed under this section, under
the direction, control and supervision of the comm ssioner, and
the investigators provided under this section shall performonly
the duties described in subsection (2) of this section and shal
not be assigned any other duties.

(2) The director appointed under this section and the

investigators provided by the State Police under this section

shal |l have the follow ng powers, duties and authority:

(a) To enforce all of the provisions of Sections
69-29-9 and 69-29-11, and particularly those portions requiring
persons transporting livestock to have a bill of sale in their
possession; to make investigations of violations of such sections
and to arrest persons violating sane;

(b) To enforce all of the laws of this state enacted
for the purpose of preventing the theft of |ivestock, poultry and

agricultural and aquacul tural products and inplenents; to nake
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i nvestigations of violations thereof and to arrest persons
vi ol ating sane;

(c) To cooperate with all regularly constituted | aw
enforcenment officers relative to the matters herein set forth;

(d) To serve warrants and ot her process enanating from
any court of lawful jurisdiction, including search warrants, in
all matters herein set forth;

(e) To carry proper credentials evidencing their
authority, which shall be exhibited to any person naki ng denmand
t herefor;

(f) To make arrests without warrant in all matters
herein set forth in cases where sane is authorized under the
constitutional and general laws of this state;

(g) To handle the registration of brands of cattle and
| i vest ock;

(h) To investigate, prevent, apprehend and arrest those
persons anywhere in the state who are violating any of the |aws
adm ni stered by the Departnent of Agriculture and Comrerce
including, but not limted to, all agriculture-related crines.

(3) The State Police shall furnish such investigators with

such vehicles, equi pnent and supplies as may be necessary. Al
expenses of sane, and all other expenses incurred in the

adm nistration of this section, shall be paid from such
appropriation as nmay be nmade by the Legislature.

(4) The State Tax Commi ssion and its agents and enpl oyees
shal | cooperate with such investigators by furnishing to them
information as to any possible or suspected violations of any of
the | aws nentioned herein, including specifically Section
69-29-27, and in any other |awful manner.

(5) The conservation officers of the Conm ssion on Wldlife,
Fi sheries and Parks are authorized to cooperate with and assi st

the agricultural and |ivestock theft investigators in the
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enf orcenment and apprehension of violators of |aws regarding
agricultural and livestock theft.

SECTI ON 12. Section 75-76-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

75-76-17. (1) Fromand after July 1, 2005, there are hereby

created, for supervision by the Chief of the State Police, tw (2)

di visions which are entitled the Enforcenent D vision and the

I nvestigation Division of the State Police which shall be

responsi ble for enforcing the provisions of this chapter excl uding

an audit division.

(2) The Chief of the State Police shall enploy division

directors that possess training and experience in the fields of
i nvestigation, |aw enforcenent, |aw or gam ng.

SECTI ON 13. Section 77-1-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

77-1-21. For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of the

M ssi ssippi Mdtor Carrier Regulatory Law of 1938, the Chief of the

State Police is hereby authorized to enploy, in addition to

personnel already enpl oyed by the comm ssion, one (1) chief
enforcenent officer and twenty-one (21) inspectors, the salaries

of whom shall be fixed by the Chief of the State Police. The

chi ef enforcenent officer and the inspectors shall devote their
full time to the performance of their duties and shall take an
oath faithfully to performthe duties of their position. The
chief shall require bonds to be carried on such enployees as the
chief may deem necessary, the cost thereof to be paid by the State

Police. The chief enforcenent officer and inspectors shall be

qualified by experience and training in | aw enforcenment or

i nvestigative work, and shall attend and satisfactorily conplete
an appropriate course of instruction established by the

Comm ssioner of Public Safety at the | aw enforcenent officers
trai ning acadeny. The chief enforcenent officer and the

i nspectors herein referred to shall be selected after an
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exam nation as to physical and nental fitness. Such enpl oyees
shall be citizens of the United States and the State of
M ssi ssi ppi, and of good noral character. All such nenbers of
staff shall be appointed by the chief and shall be subject to
renoval at any time by the chief.
SECTION 14. Sections 49-1-9, 49-1-13 and 49-1-15,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, which provide for conservation officers
of the Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks, are repeal ed.
SECTION 15. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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