M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE SECOND EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2001

By: Senator(s) Little, Gordon, To: Rules
M nor, Robertson, Burton, Smth,

Huggi ns, Ham Iton, Mffatt,

Harvey, Dearing, Posey, Chaney

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 505

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG JACK
2 CRISTIL UPON H S 49TH SEASON BEH ND THE M CROPHONE AS THE " VA CE
3 OF THE M SSI SSI PPl STATE BULLDOGS. "

4 VWHEREAS, fromthe opening whistle to the final horn, the

5 color and excitenent of Mssissippi State football fills the

6 airwaves across the South this fall thanks to interviews,

7 play-by-play and cormentary by the | egendary broadcaster Jack

8 Cristil of Tupelo, Mssissippi; and

9 VWHEREAS, anchoring the MSU broadcasts and returning for his
10 49th season behind the m crophone, the personable "Voice of the
11 Bulldogs" is a veteran of nore than an estimted 1,550 MSU

12 athletic broadcasts; and

13 VWHEREAS, a native of Menphis, Tennessee, Cristil is one of
14 the South's nost-distingui shed and nost-honored sports

15 Dbroadcasters. In 1997, Cristil received perhaps the crown jewel
16 of sports broadcasting honors, the Chris Schenkel Award. He was
17 the second wi nner of the award, selected by the National Foot bal
18 Foundation, after its nanesake, the veteran ABC Sports

19 commentator; and

20 VWHEREAS, he has been honored by his peers in the broadcasting
21 industry as the "Qutstandi ng Broadcaster in Mssissippi” (in

22 conjunction with the National Sportscasters and Sportswiters

23 Awards) 21 tinmes during his illustrious career. |In 1988, he was
24 selected by his SEC broadcasting coll eagues as the | eague's top
25 play-by-play announcer. 1In 1992, he was awarded two honors--the
26 inaugural Ronald Reagan Lifetine Achievenent Award presented by
27 the National Association of Sportscasters and Sportswiters, and

S. C R No. 505 *SS01/R17* N1/ 2
012E/ SS01/ R17
PAGE 1



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

el ection into the M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fane. He becane the
first nonathlete, nonathletic adm nistrator ever to be inducted
into the M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fane; and

VWHEREAS, since being hired in the summer of 1953 by the late
C.R "Dudy" Noble, Cristil has described the action of over 500
M ssissippi State football games. He has handl ed pl ay-by-pl ay of
MBU basketbal |l since the 1957-1958 season. Though perhaps nost
wi dely recogni zed for his play-by-play expertise in football and
basketball, Cristil's early work in sportscasting cane in
basebal |, where he did play-by-play for mnor | eague teans in
three states; and

VWHEREAS, controlled excitenent characterizes the on-air
personality of Cristil, 75, whose broadcast of the M ssissipp
State vs. Kentucky football ganme will be nunber 521 in his
| egendary career; and

VWHEREAS, for many MSU fans, Cristil has offered incredible
consi stency through the years, by keeping analysis to a m ni num
and giving fans basic information which tells it "like it is"; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the career
of Jack Cristil, whose nationally known style has brought
exci tenment, honor and recognition to Mssissippi State University
and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Jack Cristil upon his 49th
season behind the m crophone as the "Voice of the M ssissipp
State Bull dogs" and wi sh himmany nore years as our connection to
M ssi ssi ppi State.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Jack Cristil and his famly, and be forwarded to the President of
M ssissippi State University and the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of H gher Learning, and be nmade avail able to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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