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Senator(s) Tollison, Chanberlin To: Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 67

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG OLE M SS
BASKETBALL COACH ROD BARNES FOR BEI NG NAMED THE 2001 NAI SM TH
NATI ONAL MEN S COACH OF THE YEAR AND THE SEC COACH OF THE YEAR

VWHEREAS, O e Mss' Rod Barnes was naned the 2001 Naismth
Nati onal Men's Coach of the Year, announced by the Atlanta Ti poff
Club; the award is Barnes' second National Coach of the Year
honor, as he was naned Col | egel nsider.com s recipient on March 11,
2001; and

VWHEREAS, across the country, there are many outstandi ng
coaches who are doing incredible jobs with their teans and
progranms, and for Coach Barnes to receive this award reflects on
everybody associated with the e Mss basketball program- the
pl ayers, assistant coaches and staff; and

VWHEREAS, all Naismith award recipients will be honored at a
banquet in Atlanta in early April 2001; and

VWHEREAS, Barnes was one of 20 finalists for the Naismth
Nati onal Coach of the Year Award, and one of three Southeastern
Conf erence coaches up for the honor; and

VWHEREAS, Barnes was al so nanmed the SEC Coach of the Year by
t he | eague' s coaches, Associated Press and Col | egel nsi der.com and

VWHEREAS, this season, Barnes has guided the Rebels to a 27-8
overall record, an 11-5 SEC mark and the SEC Western Division
crowmn. The SEC West title was O e Mss' third in the last five
years. Oe Mss, which was ranked No. 14 in the Associ ated Press
(AP) Top 25 poll and No. 13 in ESPN USA Today Top 25 poll
advanced to the SEC Chanpi onshi p Gane agai nst Kentucky, advanced

to its first-ever NCAA Tournanent Sweet 16 appearance and net
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No. 4 Arizona (25-7) in the Mdwest Regional semfinals on Friday,
March 23, 2001, losing 65-55 in a very hard-fought gane, televised
by CBS; the Rebels were the No. 3 seed, while Arizona was the No.
2 seed; and

VWHEREAS, on February 17, 2001, Barnes won his 60th gane as
t he Rebel nentor and reached the 60-win m|estone, the fastest of
any head coach in Oe Mss history. Barnes' 60th victory was a
67-61 w n over South Carolina. Barnes' coaching record now stands
at 66-35; and

VWHEREAS, Barnes pl ayed four seasons for the Rebel program
from 1984-1988. During his playing career, Barnes earned All-SEC
honors and All - Anerica honorabl e nention accol ades from The
Sporting News in 1988. He finished third in the coaches
ball oting for SEC Pl ayer of the Year in 1988; and

VWHEREAS, the Naismith Awards, in their 33rd year, are given
in honor of the inventor of the gane of basketball, Dr. Janes
Nai smth. The awards program was founded by the Atlanta Ti poff
Cl ub, an organi zation dedi cated to recogni zing the achi evenents of
student-athletes in basketball. The awards, including Men's and
Wwnen's Col | ege Pl ayer of the Year, Men's and Wnen's Coach of the
Year, Male and Femal e Prep Pl ayer of the Year, and Men's and
Wnmen's Oficial of the Year, are determned by a vote of the
Nai smth Board of Selectors. |In addition, the Board of Selectors,
conprised of a select group of |eading basketball coaches,
journalists and adm nistrators, honors a Men's and Wnen's
Qut standi ng Contributor to Basketball; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
out st andi ng acconplishnments of this M ssissippian who is a | eader
in the gane of coll ege basketball, who nmakes the gane so exciting
and brings honor to the University of Mssissippi, his community
and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend and congratulate O e Mss
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Rebel Basketball Coach Rod Barnes for being naned the 2001
Nai smth National Men's Coach of the Year and the SEC Coach of the
Year, and wi sh himand his outstandi ng group of student-athletes
conti nued success in future seasons.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
presented to Coach Rod Barnes and his famly, Chancellor Robert
Khayat on behal f of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of

H gher Learning, and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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and SEC Coach of the Year.



