M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By: Senator(s) Horhn, Furniss, WIIianmson, To:  Rules

Smth, Dearing, Nunnelee, Farris, Little,
Ham | t on, Thanes, Johnson (19th), Tollison,
Ross

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 608

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE FRI ENDS OF WLLIE
MORRI S ORGANI ZATI ON FOR HONORI NG THE WORK OF THI S FAMOUS
M SSI SSI PPI AN AND DECLARI NG MAY 12, 2001, AS "WLLIE MORRI S DAY. "

VWHEREAS, W/ liam Waks Mrris was born in 1934 in Jackson,
M ssi ssi ppi, but when he was six nonths old his parents noved to
Yazoo City, a small town |ocated, as he wites in North Toward
Hone, "on the edge of the Delta, straddling that nenorable divide

where the hills end and the flat | and begi ns"; and
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VWHEREAS, W Illie Mrris died August 2, 1999, having nearly

10 finished his latest work, a project with his son about his hone
11 state's rich history and future; and

12 VWHEREAS, to carry on the work WIllie began, uniting

13 established witers with aspiring witers, and under the auspices
14 of the Yazoo Arts and Cultural Alliance and the M ssissipp

15 Humanities Council, a cadre of friends and supporters has been

16 established called the "Friends of Wllie Mrris,"” who this year
17 are hosting a special event on May 12, 2001, to be held in Yazoo
18 Cty, Mssissippi, called "Remenbering Wllie: A Yazoo

19 Celebration” which will bring together many of Wllie Mrris’

20 boyhood friends, his literary colleagues and his admrers, as well
21 as others touched by his generous heart and evocative prose; and
22 VWHEREAS, the program participants for this inaugural event
23 are as follows: WIIliamDunlap, artist, Washington, D.C.; David
24 Hal bertstam author, New York City; Rick Bragg, author and New
25 York Times feature witer, New Oleans; WII| Canpbell, hunorist;
26 Ed Yoder, author; Curtis WIkie, journalist and author, New

27 Oleans; Larry L. King, author, Washington, D.C ; Jack Bal es,
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bi ographer and research librarian, Mary Washi ngton Col | ege; Ruth
Tuttle WIlians, author, Jackson, M ssissippi; John Horhn,
M ssi ssi ppi State Senator; Ml anie Miusgrove, M ssissippi's First
Lady; Rick Cevel and, author and sports columist, The
Cl arion-Ledger, Jackson, M ssissippi; Jerry Ward, poet and
Prof essor of English, Tougal oo Col | ege; Rod Barnes, Head
Basket bal | Coach, University of M ssissippi; Ellen Douglas,
aut hor, Jackson, M ssissippi; Jill Conner Browne, author, Jackson,
M ssi ssi ppi ; Bobby DeLaughter, author and Judge, Jackson,
M ssi ssippi; Mke Espy, attorney, forner Congressman and U. S
Secretary of Agriculture; David Sansing, Professor Eneritus of
Hi story, University of M ssissippi; Wardell Leach, Myor of Yazoo
Cty; and childhood friends of Wllie Mrris; and

WHEREAS, WIllie Mrris attai ned national prom nence in his
career as a journalist, nonfiction witer, novelist, editor and
essayist, and is particularly well known for the books and
articles in which he conpares his experiences and his | ong and
conpl ex southern heritage to Anerica's own history, and it is with
great pride that we announce this M ssissippi event which
celebrates the | egacy of one of M ssissippi's nost fanmous authors,
and recogni ze the contributions of friends and vol unteers which
make an event |ike this possible:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the Friends of WIllie Mrris organization and
all other involved support groups for hosting this inaugural
speci al event honoring the life of Mssissippi witer Wllie
Morris, and declare May 12, 2001, to be "WIlie Mrris Day" in
M ssi ssi ppi, and commend this event to all participants and
encour age these dedi cated volunteers to nmake this an annual event
honoring Mssissippi's rich literary culture.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be

presented to the famly of WIllie Mrris, the Mayor of Yazoo Cty,
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61 M ssissippi, the Friends of Wllie Mrris organization and the
62 M ssissippi Humanities Council and be made available to the

63 Capitol Press Corps.
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