M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

To: Appropriations

By: Senator(s) Horhn, Jordan, Frazier,
Jackson
SENATE BI LL NO 2943

1 AN ACT TO CREATE THE STATE TRUTH COWM SSI ON, TO PRESCRI BE

2 POAERS AND DUTIES OF THE COW SSI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR THE

3 ESTABLI SHVENT OF PROCEDURES TO | NVESTI GATE GRI EVANCES REG STERED

4 WTH THE COMWM SSI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

6 SECTION 1. There is created the State Truth Conm ssion,

7 hereinafter referred to as the "conm ssion.” The conm ssion

8 consists of five (5) nenbers appointed by the Governor with the

9 advice and consent of the Senate. The Governor shall designate
10 one (1) of the nmenbers as chairman. Each nenber shall devote his
11 or her full time to the duties of his or her office and shall not
12 engage in any other business or profession or hold any other

13 public office.

14 SECTION 2. (1) The chairman of the comm ssion nmay appoint
15 assistants, officers, enployees, comittees and consultants for
16 the comm ssion as necessary and nmay prescribe their powers and
17 duties.

18 (2) The chairman of the conm ssion nmay create, abolish,

19 transfer and consolidate offices within the comm ssion as

20 necessary for the efficient operation of the conmm ssion.

21 (3) In conducting the activities of the comm ssion pursuant
22 to this act, the chairman of the comm ssion may request and

23 receive assistance, information and data from any agency of the
24 state, any political subdivision of the state or any public

25 authority of the state.

26 SECTION 3. (1) The comm ssion has the follow ng powers and
27 duties:
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(a) To advise and assist the Governor and the
Legi sl ature in devel oping policies, plans and prograns to increase
raci al diversity and enhance racial harnony in the state.

(b) To foster and pronote research and study in the
area of race rel ations.

(c) To investigate, review or take any other action as
it deens necessary to answer conplaints or grievances filed with
the council regarding any state or |ocal governnent agency or
program

(d) To nmake recommendations to adm nistrators of state
agencies in keeping with paragraph (a) of this section.

(e) To visit, inspect and apprai se the nmanagenent of
state and | ocal governnment prograns.

(f) To establish procedures to assure the effective
i nvestigation of grievances brought to the attention of the
conmi ssi on concerning allegations of past racial problens. The
procedures shall include receipt of witten conplaints, interviews
of persons and on-site nonitoring of conditions. |In addition, the
conmm ssi on shall establish procedures for the speedy and inparti al
revi ew of grievances.

(g) To place nenbers of its staff, as it deens
appropriate, as an outside nonitor if, in the judgnment of the
comm ssion, conditions warrant it.

(h) To establish, maintain and operate a training
program for personnel enployed by any state or |ocal governnent
agency or program for voluntary training opportunities.

(i) To collect and dissem nate statistical and other
information and to undertake research, studies and anal yses
t hrough the personnel of the conmm ssion or in cooperation with any
public or private agency.

(j) To adopt, anend or rescind the rules and
regul ati ons as necessary to performthe powers and duties of the

conmm ssi on.
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(3) The comm ssion, any nenber of the comm ssion or any
enpl oyee designated by the comm ssion may require fromany officer
or enployee of a state or |ocal government agency or program any
i nformati on necessary to carry out the powers and duties of the
conmi ssi on.

(4) The comm ssion, any nenber of the comm ssion or any
enpl oyee desi gnated by the conm ssion nay issue and enforce a
subpoena and a subpoena duces tecum adm nister oaths and exam ne
persons under oath in accordance with civil laws and rul es.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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