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COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 2937

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON, W TH THE
COOPERATI ON OF THE STATE VETERANS AFFAI RS BOARD, TO DEVI SE AND
| MPLEMENT A PROGRAM VH CH AWARDS FULL HI GH SCHOOL DI PLOVAS TO
QUALI FYI NG WORLD WAR | I VETERANS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

VWHEREAS, during the 1940's, thousands of young nen and woren
across the United States |eft high school to serve valorously in
the arned forces during Wrld War I1; and

VWHEREAS, the sacrifices of these young nen and wonen earned
Anerica its freedom helped the United States gain status as a
super power, and shaped the course of history throughout the entire
wor |l d; and

VWHEREAS, after World War Il ended, many of these brave
veterans were unable to finish high school for various reasons,
but they | ed productive lives and served their conmunities
t hroughout their lifetines; and

VWHEREAS, awar di ng hi gh school diplomas to qualifying Wrld
War |1 veterans would be a snall and overdue gesture of our
society's profound gratitude for the sacrifice these courageous
i ndi vidual s made in the name of freedonm NOW THEREFORE

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The State Departnent of Education, with the

cooperation of the State Veterans' Affairs Board, shall devise and
i npl enent a program whi ch awards full high school diplonas to
qualifying Wrld War Il veterans. The purpose of the programis
to award high school diplomas to Wrld War Il veterans who | eft

hi gh school prior to graduation to enter United States mlitary

service. The departnment and the board shall jointly devel op an
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application procedure, distribute applications and publicize the
program Al honorably discharged World War || veterans who are
residents or forner residents of the state, who served between
Sept enber 16, 1940, and Decenber 31, 1946, and who did not return
to school and conplete their education after the war shall be
eligible to receive a diploma. Diploms my be issued
post hunously. Upon approval of an application, the |ocal school
board shall issue a standard high school diploma for an eligible
veteran fromthe veteran's school of attendance or fromthe
exi sting high school which the veteran would have attended. The
di pl oma shall clearly indicate that the recipient is a veteran of
Wrld War Il and that the diploma was issued at a | ater date due
to the veteran's participation in the war. The State Departnent
of Education and the State Veteran Affairs Board shall work
together to provide communities with information about hosting a
di pl oma cerenony on or around Veterans Day. The diplonma shall be
mailed to the veteran or, if the veteran is deceased, to the
veteran's famly.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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