M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By: Senator(s) Thames, WIIliamson, Smth, To: = Fees, Salaries and
Adm ni stration;
Har den c
Appropri ations
SENATE BI LL NO. 2778
(As Sent to Governor)
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-1-77, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVI DE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCE AND ADM NI STRATI ON SHALL
3 PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS GOVERNI NG THE PURCHASE OF ANY
4  STATE- OONED MOTOR VEHI CLE W TH REGARD TO THE APPROPRI ATENESS OF
5 THE VEH CLE TO I TS | NTENDED USE; TO PROVI DE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF
6 FINANCE AND ADM NI STRATI ON SHALL NOT GRANT AUTHORI TY TO PURCHASE A
7 MOTOR VEH CLE VHICH | S NOT' THE APPROPRI ATE VEHI CLE TYPE FOR I TS
8 I NTENDED USE UNLESS SPECI FI CALLY APPROVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE; TO
9 DECLARE THE | NTENT OF THE LEQ SLATURE; TO REQUI RE THE STATE
10 AUDI TOR TO MAKE ON-SI TE VI SITS AND CONDUCT AUDI TS NECESSARY TO
11 ENSURE THE | NTENT OF THI S ACT; TO REPEAL SECTI ON 25- 1-85,
12 M SSI SSIPPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DES THE NUVMBER OF PASSENGER
13 VEH CLES WH CH MAY BE PURCHASED, OWNED AND OPERATED BY STATE
14 DEPARTMENTS, AGENCI ES OR I NSTI TUTI ONS; TO | NSURE THE
15 CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF PEER RECORDS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
16 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEAQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
17 SECTION 1. Section 25-1-77, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
18 amended as foll ows:
19 25-1-77. (1) No state departnent, institution or agency
20 shall purchase any notor vehicle, regardless of the source of
21 funds fromwhich the notor vehicle is to be purchased, except
22 under authority granted by the Departnent of Finance and
23 Adm nistration. The Departnment of Finance and Administration
24 shall promulgate rules and regul ati ons governing the purchase of
25 any notor vehicle by a state departnent, institution or agency
26 with regard to the appropriateness of the vehicle to its intended
27 use. The Departnent of Finance and Administration shall not grant
28 authority to purchase a notor vehicle which is not the nost
29 appropriate vehicle type for its intended use unless specifically
30 approved by the Legisl ature.
31 (2) It is not the intent of the Legislature for the
32 Departnent of Finance and Adnministration to deternine the
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sufficient number of npbtor vehicles needed by each state

departnent, institution or agency, but to regul ate the purchase so

that the vehicle is the npost appropriate type for its intended

use. Further, it is the intent of the Legislature that any notor

vehi cl e purchased shall be nade with due concern for econom ca

and efficient use, but shall also neet the needs of the

departnent, institution or agency. The departnent, institution or

agency shall naintain proper docunentation signed by the executive

director which provides the intended use of the vehicle and the

basis for choosing the vehicle. Such docunentation shall show

that the departnent, institution or agency nade reasonable efforts

to purchase a vehicle that is econom cal and appropriate for its

i ntended use. All such docunentation shall be maintai ned and nade

avail able for review by the State Auditor and any other review ng

agency.

(3) The State Auditor shall nake on-site visits and conduct

audits necessary to ensure the intent of this section. On or

before July 1 of each year, the State Auditor shall prepare and

deliver to the Senate and House Fees, Sal aries and Adm ni stration

Comm ttees and the Joint Legislative Budget Conmttee a report

containing any irregularities that he finds concerning purchases

of state-owned vehicl es.

SECTION 2. Section 25-1-85, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
provi des the nunber of passenger vehicles which may be purchased,
owned and operated by state departnents, agencies or institutions,
i s hereby repeal ed.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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