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SENATE BI LL NO 2664
1 AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A STUDY COW TTEE ON CREATI NG A
2 M SSI SSI PPl HELPI NG OUTSTANDI NG PUPI LS EDUCATI ONALLY ( VHOPE)
3 SCHOLARSH P PROGRAM TO DI RECT THE STUDY COW TTEE TO SUBM T A
4 VWRI TTEN REPORT OF | TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMMENDATI ONS TO THE
5 LEG SLATURE BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2001; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. (1) There is established a study conmttee on
8 creating a M ssissippi Hel pi ng Qutstandi ng Pupils Educationally
9 (MHOPE) schol arship programto study and make recomrendations to
10 the Legislature on the establishnent and inplenentation of a
11 programof free college tuition in the State of M ssissippi for
12 highly achieving M ssissippi students. The commttee shall nake a
13 report of its findings and reconmendations to the Legislature
14 before Decenber 1, 2001
15 (2) The commttee shall exam ne the Hel pi ng Qutstanding
16 Pupils Educationally (HOPE) schol arship programin the State of
17 Ceorgia and simlar prograns that have been inplenented in other
18 states in order to gain a full understanding of such prograns. In
19 its report to the Legislature, the commttee shall include
20 recomended nodi fications, if any, which should be nmade to the
21 Georgia HOPE program for MHOPE and suggestions on the possible
22 integration of currently existing scholarship and tuition
23 assistance prograns in Mssissippi with MHOPE. The report nust
24 include a fiscal note on the projected costs of MHOPE, and the
25 commttee shall identify possible revenue streans for funding the
26 program
27 (3) The study commttee shall be conposed of the follow ng
28 twenty-three (23) nenbers:
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(a) The Chairnen of the House Universities and
Col | eges, Education and Appropriations Commttees;

(b) Two (2) menbers of the House of Representatives
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House, or their designees fromthe
House nenber shi p;

(c) The Chairnen of the Senate Universities and
Col | eges, Education and Appropriations Commttees;

(d) Two (2) nmenmbers of the Senate appointed by the
Li eut enant Governor, or their designees fromthe Senate
menber shi p;

(e) The Governor or his designee;

(f) The Conm ssioner of H gher Education or his
desi gnee;

(g) The Executive Director of the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Col |l eges or his designee;

(h) The State Superintendent of Public Education or his
desi gnee;

(i) The President of the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning or his designee fromthe board,

(J) The President of State Board for Community and
Juni or Col | eges or his designee fromthe board,

(k) The State Treasurer or his designee;

(I') The president or chancellor of one (1) of the three
(3) state institutions of higher |earning having the highest
student enrollnent in the state, appointed by the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning;

(m The president of one (1) of the historically black
state institutions of higher learning in the state, appointed by
the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning;

(n) The president of one (1) of the three (3) state
institutions of higher |earning having the | owest student
enrollment in the state, appointed by the Board of Trustees of

State Institutions of H gher Learning;
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(o) The president of a public comunity or junior
college in this state, appointed by the State Board for Conmunity
and Juni or Col | eges;

(p) A president of an accredited, private four-year
institution of higher learning in the state, appointed by the
menber ship of any association representing such institutions in
the state; and

(g) A representative of a local district of Rotary
I nternational or his designee.

In making their |egislative appointnents, the Lieutenant
Governor and Speaker of the House shall endeavor to achieve a
di verse representation, with all geographical areas of the state
bei ng represented on the comittee.

(4) |If any chairman of a legislative conmttee serving on
the study commttee is unable to attend any neeting of the
commttee, the vice chairman of the respective conmttee may
attend and vote at such neeting. Appointnents shall be nade
within thirty (30) days after passage of this act. Wthin fifteen
(15) days thereafter, on a day to be designated jointly by the
Speaker of the House and the Lieutenant Governor, the study
comm ttee shall neet and organize by selecting fromits menbership
a chairman and vice chairman. The vice chairman shall serve as
secretary and shall be responsible for keeping all records of the
study committee. A mpjority of the nenbers of the study commttee
shall constitute a quorum In the selection of its officers and
t he adoption of rules, resolutions and reports, an affirmative
vote of a mpgjority of the study conmttee is required. Al
menbers shall be notified in witing of all neetings, and such
notices nmust be mailed at least five (5) days before the date on
which a neeting is to be held.

(5) Subject to the availability of funds, for attending
neetings of the study conmttee, nenbers who are not |egislators

shall be conpensated at the per diemrate authorized by Section
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25- 3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and shall be reinbursed in
accordance with Section 25-3-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for

m | eage and actual expenses incurred in attendi ng neetings of the
commttee. Each |legislative nenber of the commttee shall be paid
fromthe contingent expense fund of his respective house per diem
in the anmount authorized by Section 25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of
1972, and a m | eage all owance and an expense allowance in the
amount aut horized by Section 5-1-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972.
However, no per diem m | eage all owance or expense all owance may
be paid for attending neetings of the conmttee while the
Legislature is in session, and no per diem mleage all owance or
expense all owance may be paid w thout prior approval of the proper
committee in the nmenber's respective house. Any nmenber who is

al so a state enpl oyee shall not be eligible to receive per diem
conpensation. No study commttee nenber may incur per diem

travel or other expenses unless previously authorized by vote, at
a neeting of the study conmttee, which action nust be recorded in
the official mnutes of the neeting. Nonlegislative nenbers may
be paid fromany funds made available to the study comnmttee for

t hat purpose.

(6) The study committee may enploy consultants or staff and
may utilize clerical and |legal staff enployed by the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning, the Ofice of
t he Governor, the Legislature and any other staff assistance nade
avail able to the comm ttee.

(7) Funding for the study conmttee nmay be provided from any
funds that may be appropriated by the Legislature for the expenses
of the study commttee. The study commttee nay accept noney from
any source, public or private, to be expended in inplenenting its
duties under this act.

(8) Upon presentation of its report to the Legislature
before the 2002 Regul ar Session, the study commttee shall be

di ssol ved.
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128 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

129 and after its passage.
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