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Senat or (s) Harden To:  Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2309
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-23-15, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO DELETE THE AUTOVATI C REPEALER ON THE PI LOT PROGRAM FOR TESTI NG
AND EDUCATI ONAL REMEDI ATI ON FOR STUDENTS W TH DYSLEXI A AND RELATED
DI SORDERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-23-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-23-15. (1) The State Departnent of Education, in
accordance with Sections 37-23-1 through 37-23-75, and any
additional authority granted in this chapter, shall:

(a) Adopt pilot progranms under which certain students
enrolled or enrolling in public schools in this state shall be
tested for dyslexia and rel ated di sorders as nay be necessary.
The pilot programnms shall provide that upon the request of a
parent, student, school nurse, classroomteacher or other school
per sonnel who has reason to believe that a student has a need to
be tested for dyslexia, such student shall be reviewed for
appropriate services. However, a student shall not be tested for
dysl exi a whose parent or guardi an objects thereto on grounds that
such testing conflicts with his conscientiously held religious
bel i ef s.

(b) In accordance with the pilot prograns adopted by
the State Departnment of Education, such school boards shal
provi de renmediation in an appropriate nulti-sensory, systematic
| anguage- based regul ar educati on program or prograns, as
determ ned by the school district, such as the Texas Scottish Rite

Hospital Dyslexia Training Program pertinent to the child's
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physi cal and educational disorders or the sensory area in need of
remedi ation for those students who do not qualify for special
educati on services.

(c) The State Departnent of Education, by not |ater
t han January 1, 1997, shall nake recommendati ons to the school
boards designated for the pilot prograns for the delivery of
services to students who are identified as dyslexic.

(d) For the purposes of this section:

(1) "Dyslexia" neans a | anguage processing
di sorder which may be manifested by difficulty processing
expressive or receptive, oral or witten | anguage despite adequate
intelligence, educational exposure and cultural opportunity.
Specific mani festations may occur in one or nore areas, including
difficulty wwth the al phabet, readi ng conprehension, witing and
spel I i ng.

(i) "Related disorders” shall include disorders
simlar to or related to dyslexia such as devel opnental auditory
i nperception, dysphasia, specific devel opnental dyslexia,
devel opnment al dysgraphi a and devel opnental spelling disability.

(e) Local school districts designated for the pilot
prograns may utilize any source of funds other than m ni num
program funds to provide any services under this section.

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
require any school district to inplenment this section unless the
| ocal school board, by resolution spread on its m nutes,
voluntarily agrees to conply with this section and any regul ati ons
promul gated under this section. Any |local school board may
wi thdraw from participation in the program authorized under this
section by providing witten notice of its determnation to
wi thdraw to the State Departnent of Education no later than June 1

of the preceding fiscal year.
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(2) State funding for the pilot prograns for testing
students for dyslexia shall be subject to the availability of
funds specifically appropriated therefor by the Legislature.

(3) The State Departnment of Education shall prepare a report
for the 1999 Regul ar Session of the Legislature to be submtted to
t he Chairnmen of the Education Comm ttees of the Senate and House
of Representatives not |ater than Novenber 1, 1998, with
recomendations as to the effectiveness of the pilot prograns for
students with dysl exia and whether or not the pilot prograns
shoul d be expanded or disconti nued.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after June 30, 2001.
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