M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By:

Representatives Conmpretta, MCoy, To:  Transportation

Mtchell, Frierson, Bow es, C arke, Horne,
St evens, Caneron, Eaton, Fornby, Jennings,
Morris, Perkins, Pierce, Read, Smith (39th),
Young, Ellis, Maples

©CoOoO~NOUITr~WNE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1488

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-1-8, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THE M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON COMM SSI ON TO ESTABLI SH
BUDCETI NG FOR HI GHWAY SEGVENTS, TO ESTABLI SH AN OFFI CE OF VALUE
ENG NEERI NG TO REPORT ON ROADBED DETERI ORATI ON PROBLEMS, AND TO
| MPCSE ADM NI STRATI VE FI NES ON CONTRACTORS WHOSE WORK FAI LS TO
MEET CONTRACT SPECI FI CATI ONS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-1-10,

M SSI SSI PPI CCDE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THE M SSI SSI PPI  DEPARTMENT COF
TRANSPORTATI ON TO ENGACE | N CERTAI N PRQJECT PLANNI NG ACTI VI TI ES
FOR ANY PRELI M NARY ENG NEERI NG RI GHT- OF- WAY ACQUI SI TI ON OR
CONSTRUCTI ON PRQJECT ACTI VI TI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT; TO REQUI RE THE
TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT TO COLLECT AND REPORT CERTAI' N MANAGEMENT
| NFORMATI ON; TO CREATE AN OFFI CE OF VALUE ENG NEERI NG AND A

DI RECTOR OF THE OFFI CE, AND TO PRESCRI BE THE PONERS AND DUTI ES OF
THE OFFI CE AND THE DI RECTOR;, TO AMEND SECTI ONS 65-3-97 AND
65-39-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE MANNER | N VWHI CH

H GAWAY SEGQVENTS | N PHASE FOUR OF THE 1987 FOUR- LANE H GHWAY
PROGRAM AND HI GHWAY SEGMVENTS | N THE GAM NG COUNTI ES STATE- ASSI STED
| NFRASTRUCTURE PROCGRAM ARE PRI ORI TI ZED AND TO REVI SE THE MANNER | N
VH CH AND REASONS FOR VWHI CH THE M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON

COW SSI ON MAY AUTHORI ZE HI GHWAY SEGVENTS OF LESS THAN 10 M LES I N
LENGTH, TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON TO MAKE
REPORTS ON THE CONSTRUCTI ON AND COVPLETI ON OF H GHWAY SEGVENTS
AUTHORI ZED UNDER THE GAM NG COUNTI ES STATE- ASSI STED | NFRASTRUCTURE
PROGRAM TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-39-35, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE REPEAL OF CERTAIN FUEL TAX | NCREASES TWENTY- FI VE
YEARS AFTER THE COWMPLETI ON OF THE LAST SEGMENT I N PHASE FOUR OF
THE 1987 FOUR- LANE H GAVWAY PROGRAM TO AMEND SECTI ON 75-76- 129,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE THE DI VERSI ON OF CERTAI N

GAM NG FEES TO THE GAM NG COUNTI ES BOND SI NKI NG FUND AND THE STATE
H GAVWAY FUND UPON CERTI FI CATI ON BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATI ON THAT THE HI GHWAY SEGVENTS AUTHORI ZED I N THE GAM NG
COUNTI ES STATE- ASSI STED | NFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM ARE COVPLETE; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 65-1-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:
65-1-8. (1) The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion shal
have the foll owi ng general powers, duties and responsibilities:
(a) To coordinate and devel op a conprehensive, bal anced

transportation policy for the State of M ssissippi;
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(b) To pronote the coordinated and efficient use of al
avai l abl e and future nodes of transportation;

(c) To nmake recommendations to the Legislature
regarding alterations or nodifications in any existing
transportation policies;

(d) To study neans of encouraging travel and
transportation of goods by the conbination of notor vehicle and
ot her nodes of transportation;

(e) To take such actions as are necessary and proper to
di scharge its duties pursuant to the provisions of Laws, 1992,
Chapter 496, and any ot her provision of |aw,

(f) To receive and provide for the expenditure of any
funds nade available to it by the Legislature, the federal
governnment, or any other source.

(2) In addition to the general powers, duties and
responsibilities listed in subsection (1) of this section, the
M ssi ssi ppi Transportati on Conm ssion shall have the follow ng
specific powers:

(a) To nmake rules and regul ati ons whereby the
transportation departnent shall change or relocate any and al
hi ghways herein or hereafter fixed as constituting a part of the
state highway system as nmay be deened necessary or econom cal in
t he construction or maintenance thereof; to acquire by gift,
purchase, condemmation, or otherw se, |and or other property
what soever that may be necessary for a state hi ghway system as
herein provided, with full consideration to be given to the
stinmulation of |ocal public and private investnent when acquiring
such property in the vicinity of Mssissippi tows, cities and
popul ati on centers;

(b) To enforce by mandamus, or other proper |egal
remedies, all legal rights or rights of action of the M ssissipp
Transportation Conm ssion with other public bodies, corporations

or persons;
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(c) To nmake and publish rules, regul ations and
ordi nances for the control of and the policing of the traffic on
the state highways, and to prevent their abuse by any or al
persons, natural or artificial, by trucks, tractors, trailers or
any ot her heavy or destructive vehicles or machi nes, or by any
ot her nmeans what soever, by establishing weights of |oads or of
vehicles, types of tires, width of tire surfaces, |length and width
of vehicles, wth reasonable variations to neet approximate
weat her conditions, and all other proper police and protective
regul ations, and to provide anple neans for the enforcenent of
same. The violation of any of the rules, regulations or
ordi nances so prescribed by the conm ssion shall constitute a
m sdenmeanor. No rule, regulation or ordinance shall be made that
conflicts with any statute now in force or which may hereafter be
enacted, or wth any ordi nance of nunicipalities. A nonthly
publication giving general information to the boards of
supervi sors, enployees and the public nmay be issued under such
rul es and regul ati ons as the conmm ssion nmay deterni ne;

(d) To give suitable nunbers to hi ghways and to change
t he nunber of any highway that shall becone a part of the state
hi ghway system However, nothing herein shall authorize the
nunber of any highway to be changed so as to conflict wth any
designation thereof as a U S. nunbered highway. Were, by a
specific act of the Legislature, the comm ssion has been directed
to give a certain nunber to a highway, the conm ssion shall not
have the authority to change such nunber;

(e) To nmake proper and reasonable rules, regulations,
and ordi nances for the placing, erection, renoval or relocation of
t el ephone, tel egraph or other poles, signboards, fences, gas,
wat er, sewerage, oil or other pipelines, and other obstructions
that may, in the opinion of the conm ssion, contribute to the
hazards upon any of the state highways, or in any way interfere

with the ordinary travel upon such hi ghways, or the construction,
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reconstruction or maintenance thereof, and to nake reasonabl e
rules and regul ations for the proper control thereof. Any
violation of such rules or regulations or nonconpliance with such
ordi nances shall constitute a m sdeneanor.

Whenever the order of the conm ssion shall require the
removal of, or other changes in the |ocation of tel ephone,
tel egraph, or other poles, signboards, gas, water, sewerage, Oi
or other pipelines; or other simlar obstructions on the
right-of-way or such other places where renoval is required by
| aw, the owners thereof shall at their own expense nove or change
the sanme to conformto the order of the conmm ssion. Any violation
of such rules or regul ations or nonconpliance with such orders
shal | constitute a m sdeneanor;

(f) To regul ate and abandon grade crossings on any road
fixed as a part of the state highway system and whenever the
conmmi ssion, in order to avoid a grade crossing with the railroad,
| ocates or constructs said road on one side of the railroad, the
conmi ssion shall have the power to abandon and cl ose such grade
crossing, and whenever an underpass or overhead bridge is
substituted for a grade crossing, the comm ssion shall have power
t o abandon such grade crossing and any other crossing adjacent
thereto. Included in the powers herein granted shall be the power
to require the railroad at grade crossings, where any road of the
state highway system crosses the sane, to place signal posts with
lights or other warning devices at such crossings at the expense
of the railroad, and to regul ate and abandon under pass or overhead
bri dges and, where abandoned because of the construction of a new
under pass or overhead bridge, to close such old underpass or
overhead bridge, or, inits discretion, to return the same to the
jurisdiction of the county board of supervisors;

(g) To nmake proper and reasonable rules and regul ations
to control the cutting or opening of the road surfaces for

subsurface install ati ons;
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(h) To nmake proper and reasonable rules and regul ations
for the renoval fromthe public rights-of-way of any form of
obstruction, to cooperate in inproving their appearance, and to
prescri be m ni num cl earance heights for seed conveyors, pipes,
passageways or other structure of private or other ownership above
t he hi ghways;

(i) To establish, and have the transportation
departnment mai ntain and operate, and to cooperate with the state
educational institutions in establishing, enlarging, maintaining
and operating a | aboratory or |aboratories for testing materials
and for other proper highway purposes;

(j) To provide, under the direction and with the
approval of the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration, suitable
of fices, shops and barns in the Cty of Jackson;

(k) To establish and have enforced set-back
regul ati ons;

(I') To cooperate with proper state authorities in
produci ng linmerock for highway purposes and to purchase sane at
cost;

(m To provide for the purchase of necessary equi pnent
and vehicles and to provide for the repair and housing of sane, to
acquire by gift, purchase, condemmation or otherw se, |and or
| ands and buildings in fee sinple, and to authorize the
Transportation Departnent to construct, |ease or otherw se provide
necessary and proper permanent district offices for the
construction and nai ntenance divisions of the departnent, and for
t he repair and housing of the equi pnment and vehicles of the
departnent; however, in each Suprene Court district only two (2)
permanent district offices shall be set up, but a permanent status
shall not be given to any such offices until so provided by act of
the Legislature and in the neantine, all shops of the departnent
shall be retained at their present |ocation. As many |ocal or

subdistrict offices, shops or barns may be provided as is
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essential and proper to econom cal naintenance of the state
hi ghway system

(n) To cooperate with the Departnment of Archives and
H story in having placed and maintai ned suitable historical
mar kers, including those which have been approved and purchased by
the State Hi storical Comm ssion, along state hi ghways, and to have
constructed and mai ntai ned roadsi de driveways for conveni ence and
safety in view ng them when necessary; however, no hi ghway or
bri dge shall ever be nenorialized to a man while |iving;

(o) To cooperate, inits discretion, with the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnment of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks in
pl anni ng and constructing roadsi de parks upon the right-of-way of
stat e hi ghways, whether constructed, under construction, or
pl anned; said parks to utilize where practical barrow pits used in
construction of state highways for use as fishing ponds. Said
parks shall be named for abundant flora and fauna existing in the
area or for the first flora or fauna found on the site;

(p) Unless otherw se prohibited by law, to nmake such
contracts and execute such instrunents containing such reasonabl e
and necessary appropriate terns, provisions and conditions as in
its absolute discretion it may deem necessary, proper or
advi sabl e, for the purpose of obtaining or securing financial
assi stance, grants or loans fromthe United States of America or
any departnent or agency thereof, including contracts with several
counties of the state pertaining to the expenditure of such funds;

(q) To cooperate with the Federal H ghway
Adm nistration in the matter of |ocation, construction and
mai nt enance of the Great River Road, to expend such funds paid to
the comm ssion by the Federal H ghway Adm nistration or other
federal agency, and to authorize the Transportation Departnent to
erect suitable signs marking this highway, the cost of such signs
to be paid fromstate highway funds ot her than earnmarked

construction funds;
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(r) To cooperate, inits discretion, with the
M ssi ssi ppi Forestry Conmi ssion and the School of Forestry,

M ssissippi State University, in a forestry managenment program
including planting, thinning, cutting and selling, upon the

ri ght-of-way of any highway, constructed, acquired or maintained
by the Transportation Departnent, and to sell and di spose of any
and all growing tinber standing, |lying or being on any

ri ght-of-way acquired by the comm ssion for highway purposes in
the future; such sale or sales to be made in accordance wth the
sal e of personal property which has becone unnecessary for public
use as provided for in Section 65-1-123, M ssissippi Code of 1972;

(s) To expend funds in cooperation with the Division of
Pl ant Industry, M ssissippi Departnment of Agriculture and
Commerce, the United States governnent or any departnent or agency
thereof, or with any departnent or agency of this state, to
control, suppress or eradicate serious insect pests, rodents,
pl ant parasites and plant di seases on the state hi ghway
ri ghts- of - way;

(t) To provide for the placenent, erection and
mai nt enance of notorist services business signs and supports
Wi thin state highway rights-of-way in accordance with current
state and federal |aws and regul ati ons governing the placenent of
traffic control devices on state highways, and to establish and
col l ect reasonable fees fromthe businesses having information on
such signs;

(u) To request and to accept the use of persons
convicted of an offense, whether a felony or a m sdeneanor, for
wor k on any road construction, repair or other project of the
Transportation Departnent. The conm ssion is also authorized to
request and to accept the use of persons who have not been
convicted of an offense but who are required to fulfill certain
court-inposed conditions pursuant to Section 41-29-150(d)(1) or

99- 15-26, M ssissippi Code of 1972, or the Pretrial Intervention
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239 Act, being Sections 99-15-101 through 99-15-127, M ssissippi Code
240 of 1972. The conmission is authorized to enter into any

241 agreenents with the Departnent of Corrections, the State Parole
242 Board, any crimnal court of this state, and any other proper

243 official regarding the working, guarding, safekeeping, clothing
244  and subsi stence of such persons perform ng work for the

245 Transportation Departnent. Such persons shall not be deened

246 agents, enployees or involuntary servants of the Transportation
247 Departnent while perform ng such work or while going to and from
248 work or other specified areas;

249 (v) To provide for the adm nistration of the railroad
250 revitalization program pursuant to Section 57-43-1 et seq.;

251 (w) The M ssissippi Transportation Conm ssion is

252 further authorized, in its discretion, to expend funds for the
253 purchase of service pins for enployees of the M ssissipp

254  Transportation Departnent;

255 (x) To cooperate with the State Tax Conmi ssion by

256 providing for weight enforcenent field personnel to collect and
257 assess taxes, fees and penalties and to performall duties as

258 required pursuant to Section 27-55-501 et seq., Sections 27-19-1
259 et seq., 27-55-1 et seq., 27-59-1 et seq. and 27-61-1 et seq.,
260 M ssissippi Code of 1972, with regard to vehicles subject to the
261 jurisdiction of the Ofice of Wight Enforcenment. All collections
262 and assessnents shall be transferred daily to the State Tax

263 Comm ssi on;

264 (y) The M ssissippi Transportation Conm ssion nmay

265 delegate the authority to enter into a supplenental agreenment to a
266 contract previously approved by the conm ssion if the suppl enental
267 agreenent involves an additional expenditure not to exceed One
268 Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000. 00);

269 (z) (i) The Mssissippi Transportation Comm ssion, in
270 its discretion, may enter into agreenents with any county,

271 nmunicipality, county transportation conm ssion, business,
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corporation, partnership, association, individual or other |egal
entity, for the purpose of accelerating the conpletion date of
schedul ed hi ghway construction projects.

(i1) Such an agreenment nmay permt the cost of a
hi ghway construction project to be advanced to the conmm ssion by a
county, nunicipality, county transportation conm ssion, business,
corporation, partnership, association, individual or other |egal
entity, and repaid to such entity by the comm ssi on when hi ghway
construction funds becone avail abl e; provi ded, however, that
repaynent of funds advanced to the M ssissippi Transportation
Conmi ssion shall be made no sooner than the conm ssion's
identified projected revenue schedule for funding of that
particul ar construction project, and no other schedul ed hi ghway
construction project established by statute or by the conm ssion
may be del ayed by an advanced fundi ng project authorized under
this paragraph (z). Repaynents to an entity that advances funds
to the M ssissippi Transportati on Conm ssion under this paragraph
(z) may not include interest or other fees or charges, and the
total anmount repaid shall not exceed the total ampunt of funds
advanced to the conm ssion by the entity.

(iii) In considering whether to enter into such an
agreenent, the comm ssion shall consider the availability of
financial resources, the effect of such agreenent on ot her ongoing
hi ghway construction, the urgency of the public's need for swft
conpl etion of the project and any other rel evant factors.

(tv) Such an agreenent shall be executed only upon
a finding by the comm ssion, spread upon its mnutes, that the
accel eration of the scheduled project is both feasible and
beneficial. The comm ssion shall also spread upon its mnutes its
findings with regard to the factors required to be consi dered
pursuant to item (iii) of this paragraph (z).

(3) The M ssissippi Transportation Conm ssion shall require

t he executive director to carry out project planning as required
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under Section 65-1-10 for any prelimnary engi neering,

right-of-way acquisition or construction project activities of the

departnent.

(4) The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion shal

establish, as provided for in Section 3 of this act, an Ofice of

Val ue Engi neering whose director shall report and be subordi nate

to the comm ssion. The commi ssion shall not delegate to the

executive director the authority to hire, direct, manage,

discipline, or termnate the director of this office or any

per sonnel assigned to the office.

(5) The M ssissippi Transportation Conmm ssion shall report

to the Legislature no later than June 30, 2002, on causes of

roadbed deterioration for all highways in the state highway system

and i nclude proposed renedi es for these probl ens.

(6) In addition to its other powers and duties, the

M ssi ssi ppi Transportati on Comm ssion shall institute a procedure

for the post-acceptance inspection and investigation of new

segnents built in the state highway system including, but not

limted to, segnents authorized in Sections 65-3-97 and 65-39-1.

If the comm ssion finds that a segnent was accepted by the

departnent that did not conformto construction specifications,

the conm ssion may fine the contractor, after notice and heari ng,

an anmount equal to ten percent (10% of the contract anpunt paid

to the contractor. Any admnistrative proceedi ngs authorized

under this subsection nust be brought within three (3) years after

acceptance by the Departnent of Transportation of the highway

segnment .

(7) The conm ssion nay not |et paving contracts for a

segnent separately fromgrade, drain or bridge contracts.

SECTION 2. Section 65-1-10, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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65-1-10. Under the authority of the M ssissipp
Transportati on Conm ssion, and in conformty with its orders as
spread on its mnutes, the executive director shall:

(a) Unless otherw se provided by |aw, appoint a
director in charge of each operating office of the departnent who
shal |l be responsible to the executive director for the operation
of such office. Each such director shall be qualified and
experienced in the functions perfornmed by the office under his
char ge;

(b) Adm nister the policies pronmul gated by the
comm SSi on;

(c) Supervise and direct all adm nistrative and
technical activities of the departnent;

(d) Organize the offices and bureaus of the departnent;

(e) Coordinate the activities of the various offices of
t he departnent;

(f) Fix the conpensation of enployees of the departnent
and require any enployee to give bond to the State of M ssissipp
for the faithful performance of his duties in an anount the
executive director deens appropriate. Premuns on all bonds so
required shall be paid out of any funds available to the
departnment;

(g) Recommend such studies and investigations as he may
deem appropriate and carry out the approved recomendati ons in
conjunction wth the various offices;

(h) Prepare and deliver to the Legislature and the
Governor on or before January 1 of each year, and at such ot her
times as may be required by the Legislature or Governor, a ful
report of the work of the departnent and the offices thereof,
including a detailed statenent of expenditures of the departnent
and any recommendations the departnment may have;

(i) Have full and general supervision over all matters

relating to the construction or maintenance of the state hi ghways,
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| etting of contracts therefor, and the selection of materials to
be used in the construction of state hi ghways under the authority
conferred by this chapter as herein set forth and the enpl oynent,
pronotion, denotion, reprimand, suspension, term nation,

reassi gnnent, transfer, nmoving or relocation of all personnel not
specifically authorized by statute to be enpl oyed by the

commi ssion. The executive director may authorize the paynent of
expenses of any personnel reassigned, transferred, noved or

rel ocated in accordance with such rules and regul ations as are
pronul gated by the conmm ssion;

(j) Approve all bids, sign all vouchers and
requi sitions, issue all orders for supplies and materials, sign
all contracts and agreenents in the nane of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi, and subscribe to all other matters which nmay arise in
the carrying out of the intent and purpose of this chapter;

(k) Receive and assune control, for the benefit of the
state, of any and all highways herein or hereafter fixed as roads
constituting a part of the state highway system

(1) Provide for boulevard stops, restricted entrances
to mai n hi ghways and access driveways, neutral grounds, and
roadsi de parks, erect all suitable direction and warning signs,
and provide access roads in or to nunicipalities where necessary;
provide limted access facilities when and where deened necessary,
such a facility being defined as a highway or street especially
desi gned or designated for through traffic and over, fromor to
whi ch owners or occupants of abutting |land or other persons have
only such limted right or easenent of access as may be prescribed
by the conm ssion, and provide that certain hi ghways or streets
may be parkways from which trucks, buses and ot her conmerci al
vehi cl es shall be excluded or may be freeways open to customary
forns of highway and street traffic and use, and such limted
access facilities or parkways may be planned, designated,

established, regul ated, vacated, altered, inproved, constructed
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and mai ntai ned and rights-of-way therefor specifically obtained,
ei ther by purchase, gift, condemation or other form of
acqui sition;

(m Construct bridges with or without footways, and
si dewal ks where deened essential to decrease hazards;

(n) Performservices for the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration on state property, including, but not limted to,
engi neering services, and to advance such funds to defray the cost
of the expenses incurred in perform ng such services from out of
transportation departnent funds until such departnent is
rei nbursed by the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration;

(o) Performall duties authorized by Section 27-19-136,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, concerning the assessnent and col |l ection
of permt fees, fines and penalties;

(p) Conduct project planning as provided for in this

paragraph (p). Such project planning shall apply to al

prelimnary engineering, right-of-way acquisition and construction

projects of the departnent and, at a mninum shall consist of:

(i) Establishnent of a master budget for each

segnent of highway to be constructed, reconstructed or repaired.

For purposes of this requirenent, no segnent shall be |ess than

ten (10) mles in length unless a shorter segnent is specifically

aut hori zed or required by law and

(ii) Policies for the oversight and nmanagenent of

t he master budget for segnents which:

1. Establish a reasonable cost estimate to

serve as a budget for each project wwthin a segnent. For purposes

of this provision, projects include prelimnary engineering,

ri ght-of-way acquisition and constructi on;

2. Capture and retain the initial project

budgets for conparison with final actual expenditures;

3. Capture and retain the initial segnent

budget for conparison with final segnent actual expenditures;
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4. Require that any changes to a budget for a

project will be reviewed and approved by district or central

of fice personnel. Such personnel shall be responsible for signing

any revision, and providing a narrative description of the reasons

for approving a revision and the reasons for rejecting other

al ternatives;

5. Wth existing resources, develop an

i nformati on systemto provide the Legislature, nanagers and the

public with up-to-date segnent cost information;

6. Capture the cost of consultants,

engi neers, attorneys, contract appraisers and other technical and

prof essional contractors used in prelimnary engineering,

ri ght-of-way acquisition and construction projects; and

7. Ensure that projects for prelimnary

engi neering, right-of-way acquisition and construction do not

overl ap segnents;

(q) Annually report to the Legislature, on or before

Decenber 15 of each year, all preapproved contractors who

subsequently receive contracts fromthe departnent. The reports

nust include the name of the contractor, the anpbunt paid and the

project on which the contractor worked.

SECTION 3. (1) There is created within the M ssissipp

Department of Transportation an office to be known as the Ofice
of Value Engineering. This office shall be directed by a person
who is a professional engineer registered in the State of

M ssi ssi ppi and who has ten (10) years of experience in civil

engi neering. The director of the office shall be selected by the
M ssi ssi ppi Transportati on Conmm ssion and shall not be supervised
by the executive director of the departnent. The director of the
of fice shall have the authority to hire staff who shall be subject
to the director's managenent and control. The Transportation
Department shall be responsible for providing equi pnment, supplies

and office space as required by the office.
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(2) The Ofice of Value Engineering shall:

(a) Review all plans and specifications for prelimnary
engi neering, right-of-way acquisition and construction projects of
t he departnent and nake reports on such plans to the M ssissipp
Transportation Conm ssion;

(b) Audit and evaluate the construction processes of
the M ssissippi Departnment of Transportation and report on these
activities to the M ssissippi Transportati on Conm ssion; and

(c) Conduct any inspection or investigation necessary
to assist the commssion in carrying out its duties under |aw.

SECTION 4. Section 65-3-97, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

65-3-97. (1) In addition to and including all other
hi ghways designated as a part of the state highway system there
is hereby designated as a part thereof a four-I|ane highway system
to connect various areas of the state with interstate and primary
hi ghways. The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation shal
construct and reconstruct four-Ilane highways, that is, not |ess
than two (2) lanes for traffic flowng in each direction, along
the routes designated in this section.

(2) In the construction and reconstruction of the four-I|ane
hi ghway system designated in this section, the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation may utilize the roadway of any
exi sting highway under its jurisdiction and control and shall do
so when such utilization is feasible, provided that such highways
which are utilized shall be constructed to current standards for
such roadways. Wen it is not feasible to utilize existing
desi gnat ed hi ghways, the Transportation Departnent shall relocate
such hi ghways and construct entirely new facilities whether in
urban or rural areas.

(3) Construction of the four-lane hi ghway system desi gnat ed
in this subsection shall conmence, proceed and be perforned by the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnment of Transportation strictly in accordance
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with the follow ng set of priorities established for the letting
of contracts on and al ong various segnents thereof:

(a) O the follow ng group of highway segnents not |ess
than fifteen percent (15% of all contracts necessary to be |et
for conpletion of all segnments within the group shall be let by
June 30, 1988, not less than thirty percent (30% of such
contracts shall be let by June 30, 1989, not less than fifty
percent (50% of such contracts shall be let by June 30, 1990, not
| ess than seventy percent (70% of such contracts shall be let by
June 30, 1991, not |ess than ninety percent (90% of such
contracts shall be let by June 30, 1992, and one hundred percent
(100% of such contracts shall be let by June 30, 1993:

(i) H ghway segnents along or near U S. 45
begi nning at the O arke/ Lauderdal e county |ine and extending
northerly to 1-59; then beginning at Macon and extending northerly
to Brooksville; then beginning at Col unbus Air Force Base and
extending northerly to Aberdeen; then beginning at U S. 278 and
extendi ng northerly to Shannon; then beginning at Saltillo and
extending northerly to Corinth.

(1i) H ghway segnents along or near U S. 45A
beginning at U.S. 82 and extending northerly to West Point; then
begi nning four (4) mles south of Ckol ona and extendi ng northerly
t o Shannon.

(iii) A highway segnent along or near U S. 49W
beginning at U. S. 49 and extending westerly through Yazoo City to
t he Yazoo River.

(iv) A highway segnment along or near U. S. 49W
begi nning at Inverness and extending northerly to Indianol a.

(v) A highway segnent along or near U S. 61
begi nning at Port G bson and extending northerly to the four-1ane
sout h of Vicksburg.

(vi) H ghway segnents along or near U S. 72

begi nning at or near M. Pleasant and extendi ng southeasterly to
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M ssi ssi ppi 5; then beginning at Wal nut and extendi ng
sout heasterly to Corinth; then beginning at Strickland and
ext endi ng sout heasterly to Burnsville.

(vii) Highway segnents along or near U S. 78
begi nning at Holly Springs and extendi ng southeasterly to the New
Al bany bypass; then beginning at M ssissippi 25 and extendi ng
sout heasterly to Trenont.

(viii) H ghway segnments along or near U S. 82
begi nning at 1-55 and extending easterly to Kilm chael; then
begi nni ng at Eupora and extending easterly to Mathiston; then
begi nning at M ssissippi 12 and extending easterly to the Al abama
state |ine.

(ix) A highway segnment along or near U.S. 84
begi nning at 1-59 and extending easterly to the Jones/Wayne county
l'i ne.

(x) H ghway segnents along or near U S. 98
begi nni ng at Col unbi a and extending easterly to the Marion/Lamar
county line; then beginning at U. S. 49 and extendi ng sout heasterly
to the Al abama state |ine.

(b) O the follow ng group of highway segnents not |ess
than five percent (5% of all contracts necessary to be let for
conpletion of all segnents within the group shall be let by June
30, 1991, not less than ten percent (10% of such contracts shal
be let by June 30, 1992, not |less than twenty-five percent (25%
of such contracts shall be let by June 30, 1993, not |ess than
forty percent (40% of such contracts shall be let by June 30,
1994, not less than fifty-five percent (55% of such contracts
shall be let by June 30, 1995, not |ess than seventy percent (70%
of such contracts shall be let by June 30, 1996, not |ess than
ei ghty-five percent (85% of such contracts shall be let by June
30, 1997, and one hundred percent (100% of such contracts shal
be |l et by June 30, 1998:
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(i) H ghway segnents along or near M ssissippi 25
begi nning at M ssissippi 471 and extendi ng northeasterly to
M ssi ssi ppi 43; then beginning at the Wnston/ Ckti bbeha county
i ne and extending northeasterly to Starkville.

(i1) A highway segnment al ong or near M ssissipp
63 begi nning at the Jackson/ George county |ine and extending
northerly to Lucedal e.

(iii) A highway segnent al ong or near M ssissipp
302 beginning at 1-55 in Southaven and extending easterly to U S.
72 at or near M. Pleasant.

(iv) H ghway segnments along or near U S. 45
begi nning at the Al abama state |line and extending northerly to the
Cl arke/ Lauderdal e county |ine; then beginning at Lauderdal e and
extendi ng northerly to Macon; then beginning at Aberdeen and
extending northerly to U S. 278.

(v) A highway segnent along or near U.S. 45A
begi nni ng at West Point and extending northerly to four (4) mles
sout h of Okol ona.

(vi) A highway segnment begi nning at Brooksville
along or near U S. 45 or U S. 45A and extending northerly to U S
82, such segnent havi ng been designated by the Transportation
Conmi ssi on pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (1)(c) of this
section.

(vii) A highway segnent along or near U S. 49W
begi nning at the Yazoo River and extending northerly to Inverness.

(viii) H ghway segnments along or near U S. 61
begi nning at the Louisiana state |line and extending northerly to
the WI ki nson/ Adans county line; then beginning at Washi ngton and
extending northerly to Port G bson; then beginning at Merigold and
extending northerly to Shel by; then beginning at the north end of
the C arksdal e bypass and extending northerly to the Tennessee

state |ine.
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(ix) A highway segnment along or near U.S. 72
begi nning at M ssissippi 5 and extendi ng southeasterly to Wl nut.
(x) A highway segnent along or near U S. 78
begi nning at Trenont and extendi ng sout heasterly to the Al abama
state |ine.
(xi) H ghway segnents along or near U S. 82
begi nni ng at the Mont gonery/ Webster county |ine and extending
easterly to Eupora; then beginning at Mathiston and extendi ng
easterly to Starkville.
(xii) Hi ghway segnents along or near U. S 84
begi nning at Leesdal e and extending easterly to Roxie; then
begi nni ng at Auburn Road and extending easterly to I-55; then
begi nning at the east end of the Brookhaven bypass and extending
easterly to Prentiss; then beginning at the Jones/ Covi ngton county
line and extending easterly to Horse Creek; then beginning at the
Jones/Wayne county |ine and extending easterly to Waynesboro.
(xiii) H ghway segnments along or near U S. 98
begi nning at the Pike/Walthall county |line and extending easterly
to Col unbi a; then beginning at the Mrion/Lamar county |ine and
extending easterly to the four-lane west of Hattiesburg.

(c) O the follow ng group of highway segnents not |ess
than ten percent (10% of all contracts necessary to be let for
conpletion of all segnments within the group shall be let by June
30, 1996, not |ess than twenty percent (20% of such contracts
shall be let by June 30, 1997, not less than forty percent (40%
of such contracts shall be let by June 30, 1998, and one hundred
percent (100% of such contracts shall be let by June 30, 1999:

(i) A highway segnent al ong or near M ssissippi 25
begi nning at M ssissippi 43 and extendi ng northeasterly to the
W nst on/ Gkt i bbeha county Ii ne.

(i1) A highway segnment al ong or near M ssissipp
63 begi nning at Lucedal e and extending northerly to U S. 45 at

State Line.
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(iiti) A highway segnent along or near U S. 61
begi nni ng at Shel by and extending northerly to U S. 49.
(iv) A highway segnment along or near U. S. 82
begi nning at Kilm chael and extending easterly to the
Mont goner y/ Webst er county | i ne.
(v) H ghway segnents along or near U S. 84
begi nni ng at Eddi ceton and extending easterly to Auburn Road; then
begi nning at Prentiss and extending easterly to Collins; then
begi nni ng at Waynesboro and extending easterly to the Al abama
state |ine.

(dy (i) O the follow ng group of highway segnents not
| ess than five percent (5% of all contracts necessary to be |et
for conpletion of all segnments within the group shall be let by
June 30, 2002, not less than fifteen percent (15% of such
contracts shall be let by June 30, 2003, not |less than twenty-five
percent (25% of such contracts shall be let by June 30, 2004, not
| ess than thirty-five percent (35% of such contracts shall be |et
by June 30, 2005, not less than forty-five percent (45% of such
contracts shall be let by June 30, 2006, not |ess than sixty
percent (60% of such contracts shall be let by June 30, 2007, not
| ess than seventy percent (70% of such contracts shall be let by
June 30, 2008, not |ess than eighty percent (80% of such
contracts shall be let by June 30, 2009, not |ess than ninety
percent (90% of such contracts shall be let by June 30, 2010, and
one hundred percent (100% of such contracts shall be let by June
30, 2011:

A. A highway segnent al ong or near
M ssi ssi ppi 6 beginning at the C arksdal e bypass and extendi ng
easterly to Batesville.

B. A highway segnment al ong or near
M ssi ssi ppi 12 beginning at |-55 and extending easterly to

Kosci usko.
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C. A highway segnment al ong or near
M ssi ssi ppi 15 beginning at 1-10 and extending northerly to
M ssi ssi ppi 26; then beginning at U. S. H ghway 98 and extendi ng
northerly to the M ssissippi/Tennessee state |ine.

D. A highway segnment consisting of two (2)
| anes of construction and two (2) |anes of right-of-way
acquisition along or near M ssissippi 15 beginning at M ssissipp
26 and extending northerly to U S. H ghway 98.

E. A highway segment al ong or near
M ssi ssi ppi 19 beginning at Collinsville and extendi ng
nort hwesterly to Kosci usko.

F. H ghway segnents al ong or near M ssissipp
25 begi nning at Aberdeen and extending northerly to Fulton; then
begi nning at the Al abanma state |ine and extending northerly to
U S. H ghway 72.

G A highway segnent along or near U. S
H ghway 61 begi nning at Redwood and extending northerly to Lel and.

H. A highway segnent along or near U. S
H ghway 98 begi nning at Meadville and extendi ng sout heasterly to
Sunmi t.

. A highway segnent al ong or near
M ssi ssi ppi Hi ghway 24/48 begi nning at Wodville and extending
easterly to MConb.

J. A highway segnent al ong or near
M ssi ssi ppi 35 beginning at the M ssissippi/Louisiana state |ine
and extending northerly to or near Foxworth.

K. A highway segment al ong or near
M ssi ssi ppi 27 beginning at I1-20 and extendi ng sout heasterly to
| - 55.

L. A highway segnment al ong or near
M ssi ssi ppi 57 beginning at 1-10 and extending northerly ten (10)

mles to just north of the community of Van C eave.
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(iit) Contracts for the construction and/or
reconstruction of highway segnents designated within this group
shall be let by the Transportation Comm ssion strictly in

accordance with the | evel of service of the highway segnent as

defined by the Transportati on Research Board, or any successor

board or agency. |If the |level of service of a highway segnent is

|l ess than the | evel of service threshold at which the

Transportation Departnent recommends the construction of a
four-1lane highway, then the Transportation Departnent shall nake
ot her inprovenents and hi ghway nodifications to such hi ghway
segnent as needed, such as straightening and realignnment of the
exi sting roadway, the addition of passing |anes and the w dening
of existing | anes, and may acquire any necessary right-of-way for
such purposes and for the purpose of future construction of
four-1ane hi ghways al ong such segnents.

(iii) Wth respect to the segnents authorized in

this paragraph (d), the Transportation Departnent shall consider

the | evel of service of the projects together with all projects

aut hori zed in Section 65-39-1 and nonprogram hi ghway construction

and shall devise a priority schedule for prelimnary engi neering,

ri ght-of-way acquisition and construction which establishes a

schedul e for conpletion of these projects and reflects the

relative need for the projects authorized in this paragraph (d)

and in Section 65-39-1 and nonprogram hi ghways. The depart nent

shal |l accord great weight to Federal H ghway Adm nistration

standards in setting priorities and al so may consi der ot her

factors, not in violation of federal |aw, as the Departnent

considers relevant. No funds deposited into the special funds

created in Sections 65-39-3 of 65-39-17 nmay be expended on any

project authorized in this paragraph (d).

(4) The construction priorities established in this section
shal | not be construed as prohibiting the conpletion of highway
segnents which, on July 1, 1987, are included in the current
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t hree-year plan under Section 65-1-141, and for which, on July 1,
1987, grade and drai nage has been conpleted or contracts for grade
and drai nage have been | et.

(5) Contracts may be | et and construction may conmence and
be perforned concurrently on any of the highway segnents
designated in subsection (3) of this section, notw thstanding the
priorities established for the letting of contracts on the various
segnents designated therein, provided that funds are avail abl e
and, provided that, at all times, the percentages of all contracts
required to be let on the segnents designated in paragraphs
(3)(a), (3)(b), (3)(c) and (3)(d), respectively, are, in fact, |let
no | ater than the dates established therein.

(6) (a) Al highway construction and reconstruction
aut hori zed under this section shall be perfornmed by contract |et
on conpetitive bid in the manner provided by statute; however,
hi ghway segnents shall be constructed in I engths of not |ess than
ten (10) ml es.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that not |ess
than ten percent (10% of the anpunts authorized to be expended
for construction and reconstruction of the four-I|ane highway
segnents designated in this section shall be expended with snal
busi ness concerns owned and controlled by socially and
econom cal | y di sadvantaged individuals. The term"socially and
econom cal | y di sadvant aged i ndi vi dual s" shall have the neani ng
ascribed to such termunder Section 8(d) of the Small Business Act
(15 USCS, Section 637(d)) and rel evant subcontracting regul ati ons
promul gat ed pursuant thereto; except that wonen shall be presuned
to be socially and econom cal ly di sadvant aged i ndividuals for the
pur poses of this paragraph (b).

(7) (a) Notw thstanding the provisions of subsection (6)(a)
of this section, the M ssissippi Transportation Comr ssion may
construct highway segnments of less than ten (10) mles in length
if:
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(i) The segnment as described in subsection (3) of
this section is less than ten (10) mles in | ength;
(ii) The segnment will connect two (2) * * *

hi ghways which were existing four-Ilane highways on July 1, 2001;

* * %

i For a particular project, the costs of
constructing a single segnent of at |least ten (10) mles in length
would * * * exceed the aggregate costs of constructing two (2) or

nore segnents by nore than ten percent (10% .

* * %

(b) In any case in which the Transportati on Comm ssion
aut hori zes the construction of a highway segnment of |ess than ten
(10) mles in length, the conmm ssion shall set forth and record in

its official mnutes, on at |least a quarterly basis, a prospective

expl anation and justification therefor based upon one or nore of
the conditions prescribed in paragraph (7)(a) of this section.

Not hing in this paragraph (b) shall be construed as authori zing

the conm ssion to approve a segnent of less than ten (10) mles in

| ength after a contract for the segnent has been let.

(8) To assist in defraying the costs and expenses for
construction, reconstruction and relocation of the four-I|ane
hi ghway system described in this section, the follow ng revenues
shall be paid out of such funds nade available to the
Transportation Conm ssion and the Transportation Departnent:

(a) From matched federal funds or other federal funds,
Thirty-two MIlion Dollars ($32,000,000.00) for fiscal year 1988,
Twenty-five MIlion Dollars ($25,000,000.00) for fiscal year 1989,
Thirty MIlion Dollars ($30,000,000.00) for fiscal year 1990 and
fifty percent (50% of such federal funds for fiscal year 1991 and
each fiscal year thereafter; and

(b) Five MIlion Dollars ($5,000,000.00) from natched
federal bridge replacenent funds for fiscal year 1988 and each

fiscal year thereafter when the segnents proposed for construction
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contain bridges that are eligible for replacenent under the
Federal Aid Bridge Repl acenent Program
(9) The Transportation Departnent shall submt a report to

the Legislature by January 10 of each cal endar year setting forth
the current status of the construction programset forth in this
section to include, but not be limted to, the follow ng
i nformation:

(a) Specific segnents on which engineering is being
performed or has been conpl et ed;

(b) Specific segnments for which right-of-way has been
acquired or is being acquired,

(c) Specific segnents for which construction contracts
have been |et;

(d) Specific segnents on which construction is in

pr ogr ess;
(e) Specific segnents on which construction has been
conpl et ed,;
(f) Projections for conpletion of the next step on each
segnent ;

(g) Revenue derived for such construction programfrom
each revenue source contained in Chapter 322, Laws, 1987, and in
Chapter 557, Laws, 1994;

(h) For each fiscal year beginning in 1994, a detailed
cash flow projection by source of programactivities and an
estimate of when the programw || encounter a funding shortage due
to costs exceeding original projections;

(i) A schedule of all conplete and open-to-traffic
hi ghway segnments and the related total cost of each segnent;

(j) A schedule of all highway segnents on which al
contracts necessary for conpletion of the segnents were not |et as
of the date required by |aw,

(k) A conplete recap of all programreceipts by source,

and of all disbursenents for the prior fiscal year and cunul ative
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totals since the inception of the programas conpared to
projections; * * *

(I') A statement fromthe Departnent of Transportation
regarding the status of the funding of the program based on agency
cost experience and projections for the future;

(m Alist of all segnents of less than ten (10) mles

in length which were authorized by the comm ssion during the

preceding year. The list nust include:

(i) Contract let by date;

(ii) The highway on which the contract was |et;

(iii) A description of the project, including the

begi nni ng and end point of the contract;

(iv) The length of the contract in mles; and

(v) The nane of the contractor selected to perform

the contract work;

(n) A conpilation of costs for all prelimnary

engi neering, right-of-way and construction contracts entered

during the reporting period,

(o) Alisting of all segnents conpleted or in progress

by topographical area of the state for the reporting period; and

(p) A status report of road segnents to include road

segnent description, the date of construction of the road and the

pavenent condition rating, which includes roadbed rutting and

condition factors.

The report shall be deenmed submitted when ten (10) copies are
submtted to the Cerk of the House of Representatives and ten
(10) copies are submtted to the Secretary of the Senate.

SECTION 5. Section 65-39-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

65-39-1. (1) The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion is
aut hori zed, subject to the availability of funds in the Gam ng
Counties State-Assisted Infrastructure Fund created in Section

65-39-17, to conduct feasibility studies and, pursuant to
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information gathered in such studies, select routes and | ocations,
perform prelimnary engineering, acquire necessary right-of-way
and property, construct and/or reconstruct and inprove existing or
new hi ghways, roads, streets and bridges, including two-Iane,
four-lane and nulti-Ilane roads (or segnents thereof), perform

i ntersection inprovenents, provide signal retiring, turnbay
extensions, additional interchanges and other traffic

nodi fications, within and approaching those counties in this state
where | egal gam ng is being conducted or is authorized. Any

hi ghway, road, street or bridge that is authorized to be
constructed, reconstructed or inproved shall neet design standards
established by the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation, shal
be constructed to bear a load |imt of at |east eighty thousand
(80, 000) pounds and, upon conpletion, shall become a part of the
state highway system and thereafter shall be under the
jurisdiction of the M ssissippi Transportation Conm ssion and the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation for construction and

mai nt enance.

(2) The projects authorized in subsection (1) of this
section shall include, but shall not be limted to, highways,
roads, streets and bridges on and along the follow ng | ocations:

(a) US. Hghway 90 fromits intersection with
M ssi ssi ppi 607 in Hancock County to Ccean Springs, and including
Lakeshore Road in Hancock County fromits intersection with U S
H ghway 90 to Beach Boul evard,;

(b) Mssissippi 4 fromU. S. H ghway 61 to M ssissipp

3;
(c) Mssissippi 4 from M ssissippi 3 to Senatobi a;
(d) Lorraine/ Cowan Road fromU.S. H ghway 90 to I|-10;
(e) US Hghway 49 fromU. S. H ghway 90 to I-10 in
Qul fport;

(f) Mssissippi 304 beginning at the Tennessee state

line at or near U S. 72 and thence running in a southwesterly
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direction to intersect with U S. 78 at or near Byhalia and thence
running in a westerly direction to intersect 1-55 at or near

Her nando and thence running in a westerly direction to intersect
with US 61 in DeSoto County, with a spur extending southwesterly
to or near Robinsonville in Tunica County;

(g) I-10 fromExit 28 to Exit 57,

(h) A new l|ocation fromthe northernnost point on I1-110
to U S. 49;

(i) US. Hghway 61 fromthe Tunica County line to the
Tennessee state |ine;

(j) (1) Four-lanes for traffic along M ssissippi 16
beginning at its intersection with M ssissippi 25 and extendi ng
easterly to join the existing four-lane on the west side of
Carthage within the corporate boundari es;

(i1) Passing lanes and turn | anes, as needed,
al ong M ssissippi 16 beginning at a point on the east side of
Carthage within the corporate boundaries where the existing
four-1lane ends and extending easterly to the Leake/ Neshoba county
i ne; and

(tii1) Four-lanes for traffic along M ssissippi 16
begi nning at the Leake/ Neshoba county |ine and extendi ng easterly
to not nore than ten (10) mles east of M ssissippi 15;

(k) Lorraine/ Cowan Road Extension from1-10 North to
rel ocated/ reconstructed M ssissippi 67;

(I') At various locations on and along U.S. H ghway 82
and Mssissippi 1 inthe Cty of Geenville;

(m At various |locations on and along I-20, U S
H ghway 61 and U.S. Hi ghway 80 in the Cty of Vicksburg, including
a truck route from Harbor Industrial Park to U S. H ghway 61 north
and an extension of South Frontage Road with railroad bridge to
| -20;

(n) At various locations on and along U. S. H ghway 61,

U. S. H ghway 65 and Washington Street in the Cty of Natchez;
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(o) At various locations on and along U. S. H ghway 90
inthe Gty of Pass Christian;

(p) M ssissippi 43/603 begi nning where the existing
four-lane ends north of 1-10 and extending northerly to a point
approximately one (1) mle north of Kiln where M ssissippi 43/603
divides into M ssissippi 43 and M ssi ssippi 603;

(gq) M ssissippi 43 begi nning where M ssissippi 43 and
M ssi ssi ppi 603 divide and extending northwesterly to or near
Pi cayune;

(r) US 49 fromU S 61 west to the M ssissippi Rver
bri dge;

(s) Subject to the conditions prescribed in subsection
(3) of this section, a central Harrison County connector froml-10
to US. 90 inthe vicinity of Canal Road to the M ssissippi State
Port at Gulfport; and

(t) An east Harrison County connector fromUS. 90 to
|-10 to be | ocated between the Cowan-Lorrai ne Road interchange and
the 1-110 interchange.

(3) Authorization for the project described in paragraph
(2)(s) of this section is conditioned upon receipt by the
M ssi ssi ppi Transportation Comm ssion of a witten commtnent by
t he Departnent of Econom ¢ and Comunity Devel opnent to nake
avail abl e for such project not less than Six MIlion Dollars
($6, 000, 000. 00) .

(4) Al planning, construction, reconstruction and
performance of the projects authorized under this section,
including the letting of contracts, shall commence, proceed and be
perfornmed by the M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion and the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation according to priorities
based on volunme capacity and traffic congestion in conparative
proj ect areas; however, if a project authorized in this section is
al so included in the four-1lane highway program under Section

65-3-97, then all contracts necessary to be let for the conpletion
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of the project under this section shall be let not later than the
priorities established for the letting of contracts for the

proj ect under Section 65-3-97. Prioritization of construction for

the projects authorized in this section shall be conducted as

provided for in Section 65-3-97(3)(d)(iii).

(5 (a) Funds for the projects authorized under this
section may be provided through the issuance of bonds under
Sections 65-39-5 through 65-39-33, through the issuance of notes
for such purposes under Section 31-17-127 or from such nonies as
may be available in the Gam ng Counties State-Assisted
I nfrastructure Fund created under Section 65-39-17.

(b) In addition to the funds provided for under
paragraph (a) of this subsection, funds for the project described
in subsection (2)(s) of this section also may be provided from any
avail abl e federal, state, county or nunicipal funds authorized for
such project, including the Econom c Devel opnent H ghway Act.

(6) (a) For all highway segnents authorized in this

section, the M ssissippi Departnment of Transportation shal

construct highway segnents of at least ten (10) mles in length

unl ess one or nore of the follow ng conditions exist:

(i) The segnent as described in this section is

|l ess than ten (10) mles in | ength;

(ii) The segnment will connect two (2) highways

whi ch were existing four-lane highways on July 1, 2001; or

(iii) For a particular project, the costs of

constructing a single segnent of at least ten (10) mles in length

woul d exceed the aggregate costs of constructing two (2) or nore

segnents by nore than ten percent (10%.

(b) If the Transportati on Conm ssion authorizes the

construction of a highway segnent of less than ten (10) mles in

| ength, the conm ssion shall set forth and record in its official

mnutes, on at |least a quarterly basis, a prospective explanation

and justification based on one or nore of the condition prescribed
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in paragraph (a) of this subsection (6). This subsection does not

aut hori ze the conm ssion to approve a segnent of |ess than ten

(10) mles in length after a contract for the segnent has been

| et.

(7) The Transportation Departnent shall submit a report to

the Legi slature by January 10 of each cal endar year setting forth

the current status of the construction programset forth in this

section to include, but not be limted to, the follow ng

i nformati on:

(a) Specific segnents on which engineering is being

perfornmed or has been conpl et ed,

(b) Specific segnents for which right-of-way has been

acquired or is being acquired,

(c) Specific segnents for which construction contracts

have been |et;

(d) Specific segnents on which construction is in

progr ess;
(e) Specific segnents on which construction has been
conpl et ed,
(f) Projections for conpletion of the next step on each
segnent ;

(g) Revenue derived for such construction programfrom

each revenue source contained in Chapter 557, Laws, 1994;

(h) For each fiscal year beginning in 1994, a detailed

cash flow projection by source of program activities and an

estimate of when the programw || encounter a funding shortage due

to costs exceedi ng original projections;

(i) A schedule of all conplete and open-to-traffic

hi ghway segnents and the related total cost of each segnent;

(J) A conplete recap of all programreceipts by source,

and of all disbursenents for the prior fiscal year and cunul ative

totals since the inception of the programas conpared to

proj ecti ons;
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(k) A statenment fromthe Departnent of Transportation

regarding the status of the funding of the program based on agency

cost experience and projections for the future;

(1) Alist of all segnents of less than ten (10) mles

in length which were authorized by the comm ssion during the

preceding year. The list nust include:

(i) Contract let by date;

(ii) The highway on which the contract was |et;

(iii) A description of the project, including the

begi nni ng and end point of the contract;

(iv) The length of the contract in mles; and

(v) The nane of the contractor selected to perform

the contract work;

(m A conpilation of costs for all prelimnary

engi neering, right-of-way and construction contracts entered

during the reporting period,

(n) Alisting of all segnents conpleted or in progress

by topographical area of the state for the reporting period; and

(o) A status report of road segnents to include road

segnent description, the date of construction of the road and the

pavenent condition rating, which includes roadbed rutting and

condition factors.

SECTION 6. Section 65-39-35, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

65-39-35. The date upon which the taxes and fees |evied and
charged under the provisions of Sections 27-55-11, 27-57-37,
27-59-11, 27-19-43, 27-19-309, 27-65-75 and Sections 27-55-519 and
27-55-521 are reduced under such sections shall be the first day
of the nonth inmediately follow ng the date upon which:

(a) The M ssissippi Transportation Conmm ssion certifies
to the State Tax Conmi ssion that:
(1) The Four-Lane H ghway Program created under

Section 65-3-97 and the Gam ng Counties Infrastructure Program
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created under Section 65-39-3, are conpleted and no funds are any

| onger necessary to pay the costs of such progranms or twenty-five

(25) years have el apsed since the conpletion of the | ast segnent

of highway authorized in Section 65-3-97, whichever occurs first;

and
(i1) The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion
wi |l not declare the necessity for additional borrow ngs under
Section 65-9-27, or for additional bonds under Sections 65-39-5
t hrough 65-39-33; and
(b) The State Treasurer certifies:
(i) That the anmount on deposit in the Gam ng
Counti es Bond Sinking Fund, together with earnings on investnents
to accrue to such fund, is equal to or greater than the aggregate
of the entire principal, redenption premum (if any), and interest
due and to becone due (until the final maturity date or earlier
schedul ed redenption date) on all general obligation bonds issued
under Sections 65-39-5 through 65-39-33; and
(iit) That all principal, interest, cost and other
expenses for all bonds, notes or other borrow ngs under Section
65-9-27 and Section 31-17-127 (including redenption notes, if any)
have been paid and are conpletely satisfied.
SECTION 7. Section 75-76-129, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

[ ** * Until the highway segnents authorized in Section

65-39-1 are certified as conplete by the M ssissipp

Transportati on Conm ssion, this section shall read as follows:]

75-76-129. On or before the |ast day of each nonth al
taxes, fees, interest, penalties, damages, fines or other nonies
collected by the State Tax Comm ssion during that nonth under the
provi sions of this chapter, wth the exception of (a) the | ocal
governnment fees inposed under Section 75-76-195, and (b) an anount
equal to Three MIlion Dollars ($3,000,000.00) of the revenue

col |l ected pursuant to the fee inposed under Section
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75-76-177(1)(c), or an amount equal to twenty-five percent (25%
of the revenue collected pursuant to the fee inposed under Section
75-76-177(1)(c), whichever is the greater anount, shall be paid by
the State Tax Commi ssion to the State Treasurer to be deposited in
the State General Fund. The |ocal governnent fees shall be
distributed by the State Tax Comm ssion pursuant to Section
75-76-197. An anount equal to Three MIlion Dollars

($3, 000, 000. 00) of the revenue collected during that nonth
pursuant to the fee inposed under Section 75-76-177(1)(c) shall be
deposited by the State Tax Conm ssion into the bond sinking fund
created in Section 65-39-3. The revenue collected during that
nonth pursuant to the fee inposed under Section 75-76-177(1)(c)
that is in excess of Three MIlion Dollars ($3,000,000.00), but is
| ess than twenty-five percent (25% of the anobunt of revenue

coll ected during that nonth, shall be deposited into the State

H ghway Fund to be used exclusively for the reconstruction and

mai nt enance of hi ghways of the State of M ssissippi.

[ * * * After the highway segnents authorized in Section

65-39-1 are certified as conplete by the M ssissipp

Transportati on Conm ssion, this section shall read as follows:]

75-76-129. On or before the |ast day of each nonth, al
taxes, fees, interest, penalties, damages, fines or other nonies
collected by the State Tax Comm ssion during that nonth under the
provi sions of this chapter, with the exception of the |ocal
governnent fees inposed under Section 75-76-195, shall be paid by
the State Tax Comm ssion to the State Treasurer to be deposited in
the State General Fund. The |ocal governnent fees shall be
distributed by the State Tax Comm ssion pursuant to Section
75-76- 197.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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