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Representatives Wittington, Brown, Mayo 10- Agriculture

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1440

AN ACT TO CODI FY NEW CODE SECTI ON 73-39-43, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPI BOARD OF VETERI NARY MEDI Cl NE
TO CERTI FY ANI MAL CONTROL AGENCI ES TO UTI LI ZE CERTAI N CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES FOR THE HUMANE DESTRUCTI ON OF ANI MALS AND TO CERTI FY
AND PRESCRI BE QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR CERTI FI ED ANI MAL EUTHANASI A
TECHNI Cl ANS ( CAET) TO PERFORM EUTHANASI A OF ANI MALS; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 73-39-9, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE
M SSI SSI PPI BOARD OF VETERI NARY MEDI CI NE TO ADOPT RULES | N
CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The followi ng section shall be codified as
Section 73-39-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

73-39-43. (1) For purposes of this section, the follow ng
ternms shall have the neanings ascribed herein, unless the context
clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Certified animal control agency" neans a federal,
county or nunicipal aninmal shelter, dog pound or aninmal control
agency, private humane society, state, county or nunicipal |aw
enf orcenent agency, or any conbi nation thereof, which tenporarily
houses stray, unwanted or injured aninmals and which is certified
pursuant to the provisions of this section.

(b) "Certified animal euthanasia technical (CAET)"
means a person enployed by a certified animal control agency who
is authorized by the M ssissippi Board of Veterinary Medicine to
per form eut hanasi a on aninmals with approved schedul ed substances.

(c) "Board" means the M ssissippi Board of Veterinary
Medi ci ne.

(2) (a) The M ssissippi Board of Veterinary Medicine shal
adopt rules providing for the issuance of permits for the
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pur chase, possession and use of sodi um pentobarbital or other
board approved drugs for euthanasia by certified aninml control
agencies. The rules shall set forth guidelines for the proper
storage and handling of the substances and other provisions as nay
be necessary to ensure that these drugs are used solely for the
purpose set forth in this section. The rules shall also provide
for an application or inspection fee and a renewal fee at set

i ntervals.

(b) Upon certification by the board that the applying
agency neets the qualifications set forth in the rules, a permt
shal | be issued.

(c) The board may revoke or suspend the permt upon the
determ nation that the permttee fails to follow the rules of the
board regardi ng proper storage and handling or use of approved
eut hanasi a subst ances.

(3) (a) Euthanasia of animals in a certified aninml control
agency may only be perforned by a |icensed veterinarian, including
a licensed veterinary technician enployed by and functioni ng under
the direct supervision of a |licensed veterinarian, or a certified
ani mal eut hanasi a technician as provided by law. A certified
ani mal control agency which enploys a certified ani mal euthanasia
techni ci an may purchase, possess and adm ni ster sodi um
pent obarbital or such other drug which the board may approve for
t he euthanasia of animals. Sodi um pentobarbital and such ot her
drugs approved by the board shall be the only drugs used for the
eut hanasia of animals in a certified aninmal control agency. Upon
subm ssion of a conplete application, paynent of a fee established
by the board and successful conpletion of a board-approved ani nal
eut hanasi a specialist training course by the applicant, the Board
of Veterinary Exam ners shall issue to any person whom it
determnes to be qualified a certificate for the person to

function as a certified ani mal euthanasia specialist.
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(b) No officer or agent of a certified animl control
agency or veterinarian acting in good faith and with due care
pursuant to this act may be held liable either crimnally or
civilly for that act, nor shall any civil or crimnal liability
attach to the enployer of the officer, agent or veterinarian.

(c) A court order shall not be necessary to carry out
this section.

(4) Any person who violates this act shall be guilty of a
m sdeneanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine not
exceedi ng Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00) or inprisonment in the
county jail for a termnot exceeding six (6) nonths or both.

SECTION 2. Section 73-39-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

73-39-9. The board shall elect fromtheir nenbers a
president, vice president and secretary-treasurer. The board is
aut hori zed:

(a) To adopt reasonable rules governing the practice of
veterinary nedicine as are necessary to enable it to carry out and
make effective the purpose and intent of this chapter. Such rules
shal | be adopted and pronul gated in accordance with the provisions
of this chapter.

(b) To adopt rules of professional conduct appropriate
to establish and maintain a high standard of integrity, skills and
practice in the profession of veterinary nedicine. |In prescribing
such rul es of professional conduct, the board may be gui ded by the
principles of veterinary nedical ethics adopted by the Anmerican
Veterinary Medi cal Association and the M ssissippi Veterinary
Medi cal Associ ation.

(c) To have its rules printed which shall be
distributed to all licensed veterinarians.

(d) To bring proceedings in courts for the enforcenent
of this chapter or any rules nmade pursuant thereto.

(e) To hold at |east one (1) regular neeting on the
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95 third Tuesday in June each year in the Cty of Jackson at such

96 tine and location as fixed by the board, for the purpose of

97 conducting exam nations of applicants for license to practice

98 veterinary nedicine, the election of officers and to consider any
99 other business that may properly cone before the board. O her
100 neetings may be held upon the call of the president and secretary
101 of the board.

102 (f) To pass upon the qualifications of applicants for a
103 license to practice veterinary nedicine in this state, or for a
104 certificate as an ani mal technician.

105 (g) To prescribe the subjects, character, manner, tine
106 and place of holding examnations and the filing of applications
107 for exam nations and to conduct the exam nations.

108 (h) To issue tenporary permts to practice to duly

109 qualified applicants which shall be signed by the secretary.

110 (i) To provide for, regulate and require all persons
111 licensed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter to

112 renew their license annually; to require as a condition precedent
113 to such annual renewal the paynment of the annual renewal fee as
114 provided herein; to issue annual renewal |icenses to such persons
115 and to suspend or revoke the |license of such persons who fail,
116 refuse or neglect to renew sane or pay such fees.

117 (Jj) To conduct investigations and hearings upon

118 <conplaints calling for discipline of a licensee or applicant for
119 I|icense.

120 (k) To take testinony on any matter under its

121 jurisdiction and any nenber thereof may adm ni ster oaths.

122 (I') To issue summons and subpoenas, i ncludi ng subpoenas
123 duces tecum for any witness in connection with any matter wthin
124 the jurisdiction of the board, which shall be signed by either the
125 president or the secretary-treasurer of the board.

126 (m To adopt such fornms as it nay deem necessary.
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(n)

To adopt rules and regulate the certification of

ani mal contro

agenci es and ani mal eut hanasi a techni ci ans pursuant

to Section 73-39-43.

SECTI ON 3.

and after July
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This act shall take effect and be in force from

1, 2001.

*HR40/R1367*
ST: Animal euthanasia; authorize Board of
Veterinary Medicine to certify technicians and
certain agencies.



