M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2001

By:

Repr esent ati ves Banks, Col eman (29th), To:  Penitentiary

Creel, Evans, Flaggs, Flem ng, Fredericks,
G bbs, Hol |l oway, Huddl eston, M ddl eton,

WAt son
HOUSE BI LL NO. 1389
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-142, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO ALLOW AN | NVATE TO RECEI VE MERI TORI QUS EARNED TI ME ALLOMANCE OF
3 UP TO ONE-TH RD OF THE PERI OD OF CONFI NEMENT | MPOSED BY THE COURT;
4 AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 47-5-142, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
7 anmended as foll ows:
8 47-5-142. (1) In order to provide incentive for offenders
9 to achieve positive and wort hwhile acconplishnents for their
10 personal benefit or the benefit of others, and in addition to any
11 other adm nistrative reductions of the length of an offender’'s
12 sentence, any offender shall be eligible, subject to the
13 provisions of this section, to receive neritorious earned tine as
14 distinguished fromearned tine for good conduct and perfornance.
15 (2) Subject to approval by the comm ssioner of the terns and
16 conditions of the programor project, neritorious earned tinme nay
17 be awarded for the follow ng: (a) successful conpletion of
18 educational or instructional progranms; (b) satisfactory
19 participation in work projects; and (c) satisfactory participation
20 in any special incentive program
21 (3) The progranms and activities through which neritorious
22 earned tinme may be received shall be published in witing and
23 posted in conspicuous places at all facilities of the departnent
24 and such publication shall be nade available to all offenders in
25 the custody of the departnent.
26 (4) The comm ssioner shall make a determ nation of the
27 nunber of days of reduction of sentence which may be awarded an
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of fender as neritorious earned tinme for participation in approved
prograns or projects; the nunber of days shall be determ ned by
t he conm ssioner on the basis of each particular program or

project. An inmate is eligible to receive neritorious earned tine

al |l omance of up to one-third (1/3) of the period of confinenent

i nposed by the court except those i nmates excluded by |law. The

comm ssi oner may authorize the awarding of all or any part of
meritorious earned tine upon an offender's entry into the
correctional system

(5) No offender shall be awarded any neritorious earned tinme
whil e assigned to the maxi num security facilities for disciplinary
pur poses.

(6) Al nmeritorious earned tinme shall be forfeited by the
of fender in the event of escape and/or aiding and abetting an
escape.

(7) Any officer or enployee of the departnment who shal
willfully violate the provisions of this section and be convicted
therefor shall be renoved fromoffice or enploynent.

(8) An offender may forfeit all or any part of his
meritorious earned tine allowance for just cause upon the witten
order of the comm ssioner or his designee. Any neritorious earned
time allowance forfeited under this section shall not be restored
nor shall it be re-earned by the offender.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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