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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1330

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl M LI TARY LI CENSE TAG DESI GN
APPROVAL COW TTEE; TO PROVI DE FOR THE MEMBERSH P OF THE
COMWM TTEE; TO PROVI DE THAT THE COVMM TTEE SHALL APPROVE THE DESI GN
OF CERTAI N MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS BEFORE MANUFACTURE COF THE
TAGS; TO AMEND SECTIONS 27-19-51, 27-19-53, 27-19-54, 27-19-56.5,
27-19-56. 12 AND 27-19-56.13, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, IN
CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is established the M ssissipp

Mlitary License Tag Design Approval Conmttee. The conmittee
shal | be conposed of the Adjutant General and nenbers appoi nted by
t he Adjutant General who shall be active or retired nenbers from
each branch of the United States Armed Forces, including the
Nat i onal Guard and Reserves. No notor vehicle license tags shal
be issued pursuant to Sections 27-19-51, 27-19-53, 27-19-54,
27-19-56.5, 27-19-56.12 and 27-19-56.13 unless the comm ttee
approves the design of such tags before they are nanufactured.

(2) The conmttee shall neet when necessary upon
notification of the Adjutant General to approve or disapprove of
t he design of notor vehicle |license tags issued under Sections
27-19-51, 27-19-53, 27-19-54, 27-19-56.5, 27-19-56.12 and
27-19-56.13. A quorumshall consist of a ngjority of the
commttee and decisions of the cormittee shall be by a majority
vote of those present and voti ng.

(3) The commttee shall not approve any design which
contains the color yellow or which does not contain the colors

red, white and bl ue.
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SECTION 2. Section 27-19-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

27-19-51. (1) In recognition of their many and varied
patriotic services rendered the state, the United States and the
citizens thereof, M ssissippians who have conpleted an active duty
career with the Armed Forces of the United States and active duty
and retired nenbers of the Arnmy National Guard, Air National CGuard
of M ssissippi, and the United States Reserves, including both
enlisted and officer personnel, upon application and subject to
the provisions of this section may be issued distinctive notor
vehicle license plates or tags identifying these persons with such
organi zations. For the purposes of this section the term"Arned
Forces"” includes the United States Merchant Marines and nenbers
thereof in maritine service during the period from Decenber 7,
1941 to August 15, 1945. The distinctive plates or tags so issued
shall conply with the provisions of Section 27-19-41 and shall be
of such col or and design as may be approved by the M ssissipp

Mlitary License Tag Design Approval Commttee. Each distinctive

license plate shall bear the words of the nanme of the appropriate
armed service and need not bear prefixed nunbers identifying the
county of issuance.

(2) The surviving spouse of any person who was issued a
di stinctive license plate or tag under subsection (1) of this
section because of completion of an active duty career with the
Armed Forces of the United States or because of retirenment from
the Arny National Guard, Ar National Guard or United States
Reserves, or any prisoner of war issued a distinctive |license
plate or tag under Section 27-19-54, shall be eligible to receive
the sane type of distinctive license plate or tag which the
deceased spouse was i ssued.

(3) The distinctive license plates here provided for shal
be prepared by the State Tax Conm ssion and shall be issued

through the tax collectors of the several counties of the state in
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| i ke manner as are other notor vehicle license plates or tags and
such officers shall be entitled to their regular fees for such
service. Applicants for such distinctive plates shall present to
the issuing official proof of their nenbership in the Arny
National Guard, Air National Guard of M ssissippi, or United

St ates Reserves by nmeans of certificate signed by the conmandi ng
of ficer of such applicant on forns prescribed by the Adjutant
General of Mssissippi. Retired nmenbers of the Arnmed Forces of
the United States applying for such plates shall present to the
issuing officials a copy of their active duty retirenment orders or
ot her proof of retirenent fromactive service with one of the
Armed Forces of the United States. The distinctive |license plates
or tags so issued shall be used only upon and for personally or
jointly owned private passenger vehicles (to include station
wagons, recreational notor vehicles and pickup trucks) registered
in the nane, or jointly in the nanme, of the nenber naking
application therefor, and when so issued to such applicant shal
be used upon the vehicle for which issued in lieu of the standard
license plate or license tag normally issued for such vehicle.

(4) In addition to use of such distinctive license plates or
tags on such personally or jointly owned vehicles, such
distinctive plate or tag may be used on state-owned vehicles
operated by the State Mlitary Departnent provided the prefix
"MNG' is placed ahead of the nunmber thereon. Modtor vehicles for
whi ch such distinctive license plates or tags are issued shall be
regi stered by the proper official as are other notor vehicles.

(5) The distinctive license plates issued hereunder shal
not be transferable between notor vehicle owners; and in the event
t he owner of a vehicle bearing such distinctive plate shall sell
trade, exchange or otherw se di spose of the vehicle, such plate
shal |l be retained by the ower to whomissued and returned by the
owner to the tax collector of the county or the State Tax

Comm ssion, as the case may be.
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(6) The Adjutant Ceneral is authorized to recognize not nore
t han one hundred (100) senior staff officers, commanders, conmmand
sergeants maj or and senior enlisted advisors by designating the
i ssue of National Guard distinctive |icense plates or tags
nunbered "1" through "100." These |icense plates or tags shall be
retai ned by the individual so designated and may be transferred
bet ween vehicl es or individuals under procedures established by
the State Tax Comm ssion. The Adjutant Ceneral is responsible for
furnishing the State Tax Conm ssion necessary information to
effect issue or transfer of these specially nunbered |icense
pl ates or tags.

(7) National Guard plates or tags shall be prepared and
furnished for the licensing year commenci ng Novenber 1, 1962, and
annual |y thereafter. The Adjutant General shall furnish the State
Tax Conmi ssion with an estimate of the nunmber of such distinctive
plates or tags required in each of the several counties of the
state.

(8) The provisions of this section are supplenentary to the
|l aws of this state pertaining to the licensing of notor vehicles
and nothing herein shall be construed as abridging or repealing
any of such | aws.

SECTION 3. Section 27-19-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

27-19-53. (1) Any legal resident of the State of
M ssi ssippi who is a veteran of service in the Arned Forces of the
United States, and who is rated as having one hundred percent
(100% permanent service-connected disability by the Veterans
Adm nistration is privileged to purchase annually one (1) notor
vehicle license plate or tag in his or her county of |egal
resi dence, for the sumof One Dollar ($1.00) in total cost,
regardl ess of make or nodel of notor vehicle. The registration

year of such notor vehicle shall commence the first day of the
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month in which application for registration is nmade, as provided
in Section 27-19-31.

(a) Not nore than one (1) such notor vehicle |icense
plate or tag shall be issued to each such qualified veteran

(b) This section pertains only to taxes or plates for
private passenger notor vehicles or pickup trucks.

(c) Proof of ownership of each particular notor vehicle
for which a license plate or tag i s requested nust be shown at
time of application for such plate or tag.

(d) Vehicles owned by such veterans are hereby exenpt
fromall ad valorem and privil ege taxes; however, the surviving
spouse of a deceased person who was issued a |icense plate or tag
under this section shall be entitled to apply for or retain a
Iicense issued under this section and may continue annually to
renew registration for one (1) notor vehicle license plate or tag
under this section for as long as the spouse remains unmarried. At
the time of application or renewal registration, a surviving
spouse who desires to retain the distinctive plate or tag issued
under this section shall file with the county tax collector a
sworn statenent that the spouse is unmarried. Any such vehicle
when so registered shall be exenpt fromall ad val orem and
privilege taxes.

(2) The State Tax Conm ssion is directed to furnish each
veteran obtaining a |icense tag under subsection (1) an enblem
whi ch the veteran shall attach securely to the tag, show ng that

the tag was issued to a disabled Arerican veteran. The design of

the tag shall be approved by the Mssissippi Mlitary License Tag

Desi gn Approval Committee.

(3) A license issued under this section shall not be
transferable to any other person.

(4) Any person evading or violating any of the provisions of
this section, or attenpting to secure benefits hereunder to which

he is not entitled, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon
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conviction shall be fined not |ess than One Hundred Dol |l ars
($100.00) nor nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000. 00).

SECTION 4. Section 27-19-54, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

27-19-54. (1) Any legal resident of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi who was a prisoner of war or who is a recipient of the
Congr essi onal Medal of Honor is privileged to obtain one (1) notor
vehicle |icense plate or tag on an annual basis in his county of
| egal residence. The registration year of such notor vehicle
shal | comence the first day of the nonth in which application for
registration is nade, as provided in Section 27-19-31, M ssissipp
Code of 1972.

(2) This section pertains only to tags or plates for private
passenger notor vehicles or pickup trucks.

(3) Proof of ownership of each particular notor vehicle for
which a license plate or tag is requested and proof that the owner
thereof is a former prisoner of war or a recipient of the
Congressi onal Medal of Honor nust be shown at tine of application
for such plate or tag. A certificate fromthe State Veterans
Affairs Board stating that said individual is a former prisoner of
war or a recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor shall be
sufficient proof.

(4) Vehicles owned by such forner prisoners of war, a
reci pient of the Congressional Medal of Honor or the unmarried
surviving spouse of any such person are hereby exenpt from al
notor vehicle registration fees and privil ege taxes.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion is directed to furnish to the
tax collector of each county a sufficient nunber of distinctive
notor vehicle license plates or tags which shall be of such col or
and design as the State Tax Conm ssion shall prescribe subject to
t he approval of the M ssissippi License Tag Comm ssion and the

M ssissippi Mlitary License Tag Design Approval Comrittee, and in

accordance wth the provisions of Section 27-19-41. * * *

H B. No. 1330 *HR12/R1747*
01/ HR12/ R1747
PAGE 6 (JwB\ DO



192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224

(6) A license issued under this section shall not be
transferable to any other person; however, the surviving spouse of
a deceased person who was issued a license plate or tag under this
section shall be entitled to apply for or retain a license issued
under this section and may continue annually to renew registration
for one (1) notor vehicle license plate or tag under this section
for as long as the spouse renmains unmarried. At the tine of
application or renewal registration, a surviving spouse who
desires to retain the distinctive plate or tag issued under this
section shall file with the county tax collector a sworn statenent
that the spouse is unnmarried.

(7) Any person evading or violating any of the provisions of
this section, or attenpting to secure benefits hereunder to which
he is not entitled, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon
conviction shall be fined not |ess than One Hundred Dol |l ars
($100.00) nor nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000. 00).

(8) As used in this section, the term"prisoner of war"
means any regul arly appointed, enrolled, enlisted or inducted
menber of the mlitary or naval forces of the United States who
was held as a prisoner of war for any period of time by any
governnent of any nation with which the United States has been at
war; and it al so neans any regul arly appointed, enrolled, enlisted
or inducted nmenber of the Armed Forces of the United States who
was held as a prisoner of war for any period of time subsequent to
June 25, 1950, by any hostile force with which the Armed Forces of
the United States were actually engaged in arned conflict
subsequent to such date and prior to August 21, 1954, or any
person (mlitary or civilian) assigned to duty on the U S S
Puebl o who was captured by the mlitary forces of North Korea on
January 23, 1968, and thereafter held prisoner by the government
of North Korea for any period of tinme ending on or before Decenber
23, 1968, except any person who, at any tine, voluntarily,

know ngly and wi t hout duress, gave aid to or collaborated with or
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in any manner served any such hostile force; and it al so neans any
regul arly appointed, enrolled, enlisted or inducted nmenber of the
Armed Forces of the United States who was held as a prisoner of
war for any period of tine during the Vietnam Conflict by any
force hostile to the United States, except any such nenber who, at
any tinme, voluntarily, know ngly and w thout duress, gave aid to
or collaborated with, or in any manner served, such hostile force.
The term"Vietnam Conflict" relates to the period begi nning
February 28, 1961, and ending on such date as shall thereafter be
determ ned by presidential proclanmation or concurrent resolution
of the Congress.

SECTION 5. Section 27-19-56.5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

27-19-56.5. In recognition of the patriotic service rendered
by M ssi ssi ppi ans who survived the attack on Pearl Harbor and by
M ssi ssi ppi ans who are recipients of the Purple Heart Medal, any
such person is privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive notor
vehicle license plate or tag identifying himas a Pearl Harbor
survivor or a Purple Heart Medal recipient. The distinctive
plates or tags shall be of a color and design designated and

approved by the Mssissippi MIlitary License Tag Design Approval

Conmi ttee.

The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the Tax
Comm ssion and shall be issued through the tax collectors of the
counties in the sane manner as are other notor vehicle |icense
plates or tags. A tag fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00), in
addition to all other taxes and fees, shall be collected by the
tax collector for the Pearl Harbor distinctive tag. D stinctive
tags issued to Purple Heart Medal recipients under the provisions
of this section shall be exenpt from ad val oremtaxes, privilege
taxes and all other taxes and fees. The surviving spouse of a
deceased person who was issued a Purple Heart Medal distinctive

license plate or tag under this section shall be entitled to apply
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for or retain such |icense tag and may continue annually to renew
regi stration for one (1) such distinctive notor vehicle |Iicense
plate or tag for as long as the spouse remains unmarried. At the
time of application or renewal registration, a surviving spouse
who desires to retain such distinctive plate or tag shall file
with the county tax collector a sworn statement that the spouse is
unmarried, and any such vehicle when so registered shall not be
exenpt from ad val oremtaxes and privilege taxes. The tax
collector shall forward the additional fee of Fifteen Dollars
($15.00) charged for issuance of a Pearl Harbor distinctive tag to
the Tax Conm ssion which shall deposit such fee to the credit of
the State General Fund. An applicant for a distinctive tag under
this section shall present to the issuing official either (a)
witten proof that the applicant is an honorably discharged forner
menber of one (1) of the Arnmed Forces of the United States and,
while serving in the Armed Forces of the United States, was
present during the attack on the island of Oahu, Territory of
Hawai i, on Decenber 7, 1941, between the hours of 7:55 a.m and
9:45 a.m, Hawaii time, or (b) witten proof that the applicant is
a Purple Heart Medal recipient. The distinctive |icense plates or
tags so issued shall be used only upon a personally or jointly
owned private passenger vehicle (to include station wagons,
recreational notor vehicles and pickup trucks) registered in the
nane, or jointly in the nanme, of the person nmaking application
t herefor, and when issued to such person shall be used upon the
vehicle for which issued in lieu of the standard |icense plate or
i cense tag normally issued for such vehicle.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
vehicl e bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by

such owner and returned to the tax collector.
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SECTION 6. Section 27-19-56.12, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

27-19-56.12. In recognition of the patriotic service
rendered by M ssissippians who are honorably di scharged veterans
who served in the United States Armed Forces, any such person is
privileged to obtain distinctive notor vehicle license plates or
tags for each notor vehicle registered in his nane identifying his
status as a veteran. The State Tax Comm ssion, with concurrence

by the Mssissippi Mlitary License Tag Design Approval Committee,

shal | devel op decals to be affixed to the license tag indicating
branch and period of mlitary service. The distinctive plates or

tags shall be of a color and design designated and approved by the

M ssissippi Mlitary License Tag Design Approval Committee.

The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the Tax
Comm ssion and shall be issued through the tax collectors of the
counties in the sane manner as are other notor vehicle |icense
plates or tags. An additional tag fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00)
shall be collected by the tax collector for such Iicense plates or
tags and shall be forwarded to the Tax Conm ssion which shal
deposit such fee to the credit of a fund to be adm nistered by the
board overseeing the veterans nursing hones in this state for the
benefit of indigent veterans who are residents of such nursing
hones.

An applicant for such distinctive plates shall present to the
issuing official witten evidence of the veteran's service. Such
evi dence shall include a copy of the applicant's DD 214 form a
Report of Separation fromMIlitary Service, a mlitary discharge
docunent, or a witten certification of mlitary service fromthe
State Veterans Affairs Board. The distinctive |license plates or
tags so issued shall be used only upon a personally or jointly
owned private passenger vehicle (to include station wagons,
recreational nmotor vehicles and pickup trucks) registered in the

nane, or jointly in the nanme, of the person nmaking application
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t herefor, and when issued to such person shall be used upon the
vehicle for which issued in lieu of the standard |icense plate or
license tag normal ly issued for such vehicle.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
vehicl e bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

SECTION 7. Section 27-19-56.13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

27-19-56.13. In recognition of the patriotic service
rendered by M ssissippians who are recipients of the D stinguished
Flying Cross and the Air Medal, any such person is privileged to
obtain one (1) distinctive notor vehicle |icense plate or tag
identifying himas recipient of the Distinguished Flying Cross or
the Alr Medal. The distinctive plates or tags shall be of a color

and desi gn designated and approved by the Mssissippi Mlitary

Li cense Tag Design Approval Committee.

The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the Tax
Comm ssion and shall be issued through the tax collectors of the
counties in the sane manner as are other notor vehicle |icense
plates or tags. An additional tag fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00)
shall be collected by the tax collector for such Iicense plates or
tags and shall be forwarded to the State Tax Comm ssi on which
shal | deposit such fee to the credit of the State CGeneral Fund.
An applicant for such distinctive plates shall present to the
issuing official witten proof that the applicant is a recipient
of the Distinguished Flying Cross or the Ailr Medal. The
distinctive |icense plates or tags so issued shall be used only
upon a personally or jointly owned private passenger vehicle (to
i ncl ude station wagons, recreational notor vehicles and pickup
trucks) registered in the nanme, or jointly in the nane, of the

person maki ng application therefor, and when issued to such person
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shal | be used upon the vehicle for which issued in lieu of the
standard license plate or license tag normally issued for such
vehi cl e.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
vehicl e bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001.
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