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To: Public Health and

Represent ati ves Evans, Scott (80th) Vel fare: Appropriations

HOUSE BILL NO. 929
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PROPOSED
COMPREHENS| VE STATE PLAN FOR THE PROVI SI ON OF SERVI CES TO PERSONS
WTH DI SABI LI TIES I N THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl | N THE MOST
| NTEGRATED SETTI NG APPROPRI ATE; TO PROVI DE | SSUES FOR
CONSI DERATI ON | N THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPOSED PLAN; TO PROVI DE
PRI NCI PLES FOR CONSI DERATI ON | N THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPOSED
PLAN; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. The State of Mssissippi is conmtted to

provi ding options to persons with disabilities and fam|lies that

i ncl ude nmenbers who are persons with disabilities for services to
be provided in the nost integrated setting appropriate. The State
of Mssissippi is further comritted to devel opi ng a conprehensive
pl an to address needs, service options, opportunities and service
settings appropriate for persons with disabilities and famlies
that include nenbers who are persons with disabilities so that
they may participate in community life to the greatest extent that
is possible and that they desire.

SECTION 2. The follow ng state agencies shall organize a

statewi de work group to devel op a proposed plan: the Departnent

of Mental Health, the State Departnent of Rehabilitation Services,
t he Departnent of Human Services, the State Departnent of
Education, the State Departnment of Health and the D vision of

Medi caid. The | ead agency shall be the Division of Medicaid. The
statewi de work group shall include any other state agencies that
are responsi ble for providing services to persons with
disabilities or to famlies that include nenbers who are persons
with disabilities and any advocacy groups, consuner groups,
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consuners, providers, provider groups, associations and any ot her

per sons, organi

t he wor k group.

zations or entities interested in the m ssion of

The work group shall seek input fromthe public,

particularly frompersons with disabilities and famlies that

i ncl ude nenbers who are persons with disabilities. The statew de

wor k group sha

| submit a recommendation for the proposed plan to

the Legislature no |ater than Septenber 30, 2001.

SECTI ON 3.

I n devel opi ng the proposed plan, the follow ng

i ssues shall be consi dered:

(a)
(b)

Expansi on of home and conmuni ty-based services;

Prevention of premature or inappropriate

out - of - honme pl acenent;

(c)

i ncl udi ng, but

covered;

t echnol ogy;
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Devel opnent of support services and networKks,
not limted to:

(i) Conmuni cation services;

(i1) Counseling services;

(iiti) Crisis intervention;

(iv) Day care;

(v) Dental and nedical care that are not otherw se

(vi) Equi pnent and supplies and ot her assistive

(vii) Financial assistance;

(viii) Home and vehicle nodifications;
(ix) Honme health services;

(x) Honmenmaker services;

(xi) Parent education and training;
(xii) Personal assistance services;
(xiii) Recreation

(xiv) Respite care;

(xv) Self-advocacy training;

(xvi) Service coordination

(xvii) Specialized diagnosis and eval uati on;
*HRO3/R1214SG*
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(xviii) Specialized nutrition and cl ot hing;
(xix) Specified utility costs;
(xx) Therapeutic and nursing services;
(xxi) Transportation;
(xxii) Vocational and enpl oynent supports;
(xxiii) Alternative living arrangenents, such as
group hones and supervi sed and supported |iving prograns;
(xxiv) Housi ng;
(d) Appropriate nmai ntenance of institutional services
for those persons with disabilities who desire or need them
The proposed plan shall consider any other issues pertinent
to the goal of the plan in addition to the issues listed in this
section.

SECTION 4. The followi ng principles shall be considered in

t he devel opnent of the proposed plan:

(a) Individuals with disabilities and their famlies
are best able to determ ne their own needs and shoul d be enpowered
to make deci sions concerning necessary, desirable and appropriate
servi ces.

(b) Individuals with disabilities should receive the
support necessary for themto live as independently as possible at
hone, if reconmmended by their treatnent teamand if they choose.

(c) Famly support should be responsive to the needs of
the entire famly unit.

(d) Supports should be sensitive to the uni que needs
and strengths of individuals and famli es.

(e) Supports should build on existing social networks
and natural sources of support.

(f) Supports will usually be needed throughout the life
span of the individual who has a disability.

(g) Supports should encourage the integration of people

with disabilities into the community as nuch as possi bl e and when
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94 recommended by their treatnment teamand if the consuner prefers
95 that integration.

96 (h) Support services should be flexible enough to

97 acconmodat e uni que needs of individuals and famlies as they

98 evol ve over tine.

99 (1) Support services should be consistent with the

100 cultural preferences and orientations of individuals and famlies.
101 (j) Support services should be conprehensive and

102 coordinated across the agencies that provide resources and

103 services, or both, to individuals and famlies.

104 (k) Individual and fam |y hone-based support services
105 should be based on the principles for sharing ordinary places,
106 devel opi ng neani ngful relationships, learning things that are

107 useful and maki ng choices, as well as increasing the self-esteem
108 and status, and enhancing the reputation of the individuals

109 served.

110 (1) Supports should be devel oped and expanded in the
111 state that are necessary, desirable and appropriate to support
112 individuals and famli es.

113 (m Supports and services should enhance the

114 devel opnent of the individual with a disability and the famly.
115 (n) A conprehensive, coordi nated system of supports to
116 famlies effectively uses existing resources and mnimzes gaps in
117 supports to famlies and individuals in all areas of the state.
118 (o) Services should be coordinated with other services.
119 (p) No individual who wi shes to remain in, or requests
120 services in, an institutional setting will be forced to receive
121 support services in a noninstitutional or hone-based setting,

122 including any individual whose professional team determ nes that
123 an institutional setting is the nost integrated and appropriate
124 setting.

125 SECTION 5. (1) The proposed plan shall provide the

126 foll ow ng:
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(a) An estimate of the nunber of persons wth
disabilities in the State of M ssissippi who need services or wl|
need servi ces;

(b) An estimate of the anpbunt of appropriations
necessary over the course of the proposed schedule to acconplish
t he proposed pl an;

(c) A proposal for funding the proposed pl an.

(2) It shall be the goal of the proposed plan that, not
| ater than June 30, 2011, the State of Mssissippi will have
avail abl e community services for all persons with disabilities
where their professional teans recomend those services and the
persons request those services.

SECTION 6. Sections 1 through 6 of this act shall stand
repeal ed on July 1, 2003.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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