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By:

Representatives Ellis, d arke, To:  Penitentiary

Henderson, Howel |, Huddl eston, Smth (35th),
Thomas, Scott (80t h)
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HOUSE BI LL NO 851

AN ACT TO CREATE THE MEDI CAL RELEASE REVI EW BOARD OF THE
M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS; TO PROVI DE THE
Cl RCUMSTANCES BY VWH CH THE BOARD MAY CONSI DER AN OFFENDER FOR
MEDI CAL RELEASE; TO PROVI DE THAT THE MEDI CAL RELEASE BOARD SHALL
VOTE UNANI MOUSLY TO PLACE AN OFFENDER ON MEDI CAL RELEASE; TO
PROVI DE THAT VI CTI M5 SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO RECEI VE NOTI FI CATI ON
OF AN OFFENDERS CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE; TO PROVI DE THAT AN
OFFENDER MAY NOT BE PLACED ON MEDI CAL RELEASE UNLESS HE HAS SERVED
AT LEAST ONE YEAR OF HI'S SENTENCE;, TO PROVI DE THAT DEATH ROW
OFFENDERS SHALL NOT BE ELI G BLE FOR MEDI CAL RELEASE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created the Medi cal Rel ease

Revi ew Board of the M ssissippi Departnment of Corrections, which
shall consist of three (3) nenbers: (a) the conm ssioner, (b) the
medi cal director; and (c) the Chairman of the State Parol e Board.

(2) Before the board may consider an of fender for nedical
rel ease, the board nust determ ne that because of the physical
condition of the offender: (a) he is incapable of commtting a
crimnal offense or engaging in crimnal conduct for the remainder
of his sentence and is not likely to pose a serious threat to the
heal th, safety and wel fare of the general public; (b) his
continued incarceration will serve no rehabilitative purposes; and
(c) the state would incur unreasonabl e expenses as a result of his
continued incarceration.

(3) The Medical Release Review Board shall vote unani nously
to rel ease an of fender under this section.

(4) Awvictim guardian of a victim or close relative of a
deceased victimshall receive notification fromthe Medica

Rel ease Board that the offender, who has perpetrated a crinme upon

H B. No. 851 *HR40/R535CS* Gl/ 2
01/ HR40/ R535CS
PAGE 1 (KC BD)



31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

such victim is being considered for nedical release. The victim
guardian of the victim or close relative of the deceased victim
shall be inforned that he or she has the right to appear before
the Medi cal Rel ease Board prior to the rel ease of the offender.
The notification shall be by certified mail with return receipt
request ed.

(5) An offender may not be placed on nedical rel ease unless
he has served at |east one (1) year of his sentence.

(6) An offender who has been sentenced to death shall not be
eligible for nedical release.

(7) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2003.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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