REPORT OF CONFERENCE COWM TTEE

MR. SPEAKER AND MR. PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anendnents to the

following entitled BILL:

H B. No. 1469: Children's Health Insurance Program (CH P);

reduce eligibility waiting period and conduct outreach canpai gn.

We, therefore, respectfully submt the followi ng report and reconmendati on:

1. That the House concur in Senate Anendment No. 1.

2. That the House and Senate adopt the foll ow ng anendnent:

AMEND by deleting all the underlined | anguage on |ines 26
through 29 and inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:
"A person who is wi thout insurance coverage at the tinme of
application for the programand who neets the other eligibility
criteria in the plan shall be eligible to receive covered benefits
under the program if federal approval is obtained to allow
eligibility with no waiting period of being w thout insurance
coverage. |f federal approval is not obtained for the preceding
provi sion, the Division of Medicaid shall seek federal approval to
alloweligibility after the shortest waiting period of being
W t hout insurance coverage for which approval can be obtai ned.
After federal approval is obtained to alloweligibility after a
certain waiting period of being w thout insurance coverage, a
person who has been w thout insurance coverage for the approved
wai ting period and who neets the other eligibility criteria in the
pl an shall be eligible to receive covered benefits under the
program |If the plan includes any waiting period of being w thout
i nsurance coverage before eligibility, the State and School
Enpl oyees Heal th I nsurance Managenent Board shal |l adopt
regul ations to provide exceptions to the waiting period for

famlies who have | ost insurance coverage for good cause or



through no fault of their own."

AMEND FURTHER the title by deleting lines 2 through 5 and the
word "PROGRAM " on line 6 and inserting in lieu thereof the
fol |l ow ng:
"TO REVISE ELIGBILITY CRI TERI A UNDER THE CHI LDREN S HEALTH
| NSURANCE PROGRAM (CHI P) TO PROVI DE THAT A PERSON WHO | S W THOUT
| NSURANCE COVERACGE AT THE TI ME OF APPLI CATI ON FOR THE PROGRAM AND
VWHO MEETS THE OTHER ELIG BILITY CRITERIA WLL BE ELI A BLE TO
RECEI VE COVERED BENEFI TS UNDER THE PROGRAM SUBJECT TO FEDERAL
APPROVAL; TO PROVI DE THAT | F FEDERAL APPROVAL |'S NOT OBTAI NED FOR
THE PRECEDI NG PROVI SI ON, THE DI VI SI ON OF MEDI CAI D SHALL SEEK
FEDERAL APPROVAL TO ALLOW ELI G BILITY AFTER THE SHORTEST WAI Tl NG
PERI OD OF BEI NG W THOUT | NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR VWH CH APPROVAL CAN
BE OBTAI NED;, TO PROVI DE THAT I F THE CH P PLAN | NCLUDES ANY WAI TI NG
PERI OD OF BEI NG W THOUT | NSURANCE COVERAGE BEFORE ELI G BILITY, THE
STATE AND SCHOOL EMPLOYEES HEALTH | NSURANCE MANAGEMENT BOARD SHALL
ADOPT REGULATI ONS TO PROVI DE EXCEPTI ONS TO THE WAI TI NG PERI GD FOR
FAM LI ES WHO HAVE LOST | NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR GOOD CAUSE OR
THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEI R OMAN; "
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