M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

N NN N NN NN R P PR R R R R R R
N~ o oo A WON P O O 0O N OO0 O DN O

Wal | s To: Judiciary

SENATE BI LL NO. 2969

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THAT JURI ES SHALL BE | NFORVED OF THE REAL
PARTY I N I NTEREST I N LAWSUI TS; TO PROVI DE THAT NO | NSURANCE
PCLI CI ES SHALL CONFLICT WTH THI S ACT; TO REVI SE | DENTI FI CATI ON OF
| NSURED DEFENDANTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the

Truthful ness in Jury Trials Act.

SECTI ON 2. In actions filed in the courts of the State of

M ssissippi, the real party in interest shall be naned as a
defendant, and a jury shall be told truthfully of the identity of
the real party in interest. This requirenent of truthful ness
applies to every suit of every kind, including suits whereby the
defendant has liability insurance coverage. The practice whereby
the true facts are hidden fromjuries by not informng the jury
that the real party ininterest is a liability insurance carrier

i s hereby abolished, and liability insurance conpani es who have an
interest in the outcome of litigation shall be naned as

def endant s.

SECTION 3. No insurance conpany may insert into their

policies any provision inconsistent with this act, and any such
provision is void. A provision in an insurance policy providing
that no action agai nst an insurance conpany may be brought until a
judgment is first obtained against the insured is hereby decl ared
voi d as agai nst public policy.

SECTION 4. In any civil action alleging wongdoing or

negl i gence by an individual or corporation which has liability

i nsurance, it shall no |longer be necessary to name the insured as
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a defendant unless plaintiff seeks damages beyond the anount of
the liability policy. Juries shall be informed of the anmount of
t he insurance coverage so they will know the truth about identity
of the real party in interest, and the liability policy will be
adm ssible into evidence.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage and shall apply only to causes of action

filed on or after the effective date of this act.

S. B. No. 2969
00\ SS03\ R1402
PAGE 2



