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SENATE BI LL NO. 2859

AN ACT TO PROVI DE AN ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS UNDER THE M NI MUM
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FOR THE PURPCSE OF EMPLOYI NG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
GUI DANCE COUNSELORS BASED UPON STUDENT ENRCLLMENT; TO PROVI DE AN
ADDI TI ONAL ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS | N EACH SUBSEQUENT FI SCAL YEAR UNTI L
EACH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HAS EMPLOYED AT LEAST ONE COUNSELOR;, TO
AUTHORI ZE SCHOCL DI STRI CTS TO USE SUCH ALLOTMENTS TO EMPLOY SCHOOL
SOCI AL WORKERS OR PUBLI C SCHOOL NURSES W TH APPROPRI ATE
CERTI FI CATI O\, TO PROVI DE CERTAI N CONDI TI ONS ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF
STATE- FUNDED SCHOOL GUI DANCE COUNSELORS AND TO PRESCRI BE THE
COMPREHENS| VE COUNSELI NG SERVI CES TO BE PROVI DED;, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2000-2001 school year, in

addition to other funds allotted under the m ni nrum educati on
program each school district shall be allotted sufficient funding
to enploy one (1) elenentary school guidance counselor, wth
funding for an additional elenmentary school guidance counselor to
be allotted per fiscal year until each elenentary school in the
school district has one (1) state-funded school guidance
counsel or. However, until the tinme that there is a counselor in
every elementary school at a counsel or/student ratio of 1:500 or
greater, the annual appropriation for elenentary school guidance
counsel ors shall not be reduced.

(2) The State Departnent of Education may, however, increase
t he nunber of positions funded each year beyond the above
requi renents as noney i s nmade avail abl e.

(3) Local school boards shall be authorized, in their
di scretion, to utilize such mnimm program all otnents to enpl oy
i censed social workers who possess a naster's degree in social

wor k and have had specific classes in individual and group
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counseling as determ ned by the State Departnent of Educati on.
Local school boards shall also be authorized, in their discretion,
to utilize such mninmum program allotnments to enpl oy public schoo
nurses who possess a bachelor's degree in nursing as a mnimum
qgual i fication.

(4) The assignment of state-funded school guidance
counsel ors, social workers or public school nurses to the
particul ar schools within the district shall be at the discretion
of the local school board with the following restrictions:

(a) The counselor/student ratio shall be no greater
than 1:500, or one (1) counsel or per school building, whichever is
greater;

(b) No individual shall be enployed as a school
gui dance counsel or, social worker or public school nurse w thout
appropriate training and certification as determned by the State
Depart ment of Education; and

(c) State-funded school gui dance counsel ors, soci al
wor kers or public school nurses shall be full-tine professional
personnel, shall spend at |east eighty-five percent (85% of the
wor kday in a direct counseling relationship with pupils, and shal
devote no nore than fifteen percent (15% of the workday to
adm nistrative activities.

(4) State-funded school gui dance counsel ors shall provide
the foll ow ng conprehensive counseling services: (a) academ c and
personal advisenent; (b) student assessnent and assessnent
consultation; (c) career and educational planning; (d) individual
and group counseling; (e) preventive classroom counseling
activities and crisis intervention; (f) referrals to community
agenci es; (g) educational consultation with teachers,
adm ni strators, parents, and community | eaders; (h) educational
and career placenent services; and (i) followup counseling
servi ces.

(5) Nothing in this section shall prohibit any school
district fromenploying with [ ocal funds nore school guidance
counsel ors, social workers or public school nurses than are
provided for in this section.

(6) The State Departnment of Education may adopt regul ations
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regarding the activities of the school guidance counsel or, school
soci al worker or public school nurse as are not inconsistent with
this section.

(7) This section shall stand repealed fromand after July 1,
2004.

SECTION 2. Al new prograns authorized in this act are
subject to the availability of funds specifically appropriated
therefor by the Legislature.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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