M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Walls To: H ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BI LL NO. 2726

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-603, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO REQUI RE MOTORI STS TRAVELI NG ON A H GHWAY THAT HAS BEEN DI VI DED
3 INTO FOUR OR MORE LANES TO TRAVEL I N THE RI GHT LANE AND YI ELD TO
4 MOTORI STS TRAVELI NG AT A GREATER RATE OF SPEED, AND FOR RELATED
5 PURPGCSES.
6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. Section 63-3-603, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
8 anended as foll ows:
9 63-3-603. (1) Wenever any roadway has been divided into
10 three (3) or nore clearly marked | anes for traffic, except through
11 or bypassing a nmunicipality, the following rules in addition to
12 all others consistent herewith shall apply:
13 (a) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practi cal
14 entirely within a single |ane and shall not be noved from such
15 lane until the driver has first ascertained that such novenent can
16 be nade with safety.
17 (b) A vehicle shall not be driven in the center |ane
18 upon a roadway which is divided into three (3) | anes except when:
19 (i) Overtaking and passi ng anot her vehicle where
20 the roadway is clearly visible and such center lane is clear of
21 traffic within a safe distance;
22 (ii) Such vehicle is in preparation for a left
23 turn; or
24 (tii) Such center lane is at the tine allocated
25 exclusively to traffic nmoving in the direction such vehicle is
26 proceeding and is signposted to give notice of such allocation.
27 (c) Oficial signs nay be erected directing sl ow noving
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traffic to use a designated |ane or allocating specified |lanes to
traffic noving in the same direction, and drivers of vehicles
shal | obey the directions of every such sign.

(d) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding at |ess
than the nornmal speed of traffic at the tinme and place and under
the conditions then existing shall be driven in the right-hand
| ane then available for traffic, or as close as practicable to the
right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when overtaki ng and
passi ng anot her vehicle proceeding in the same direction or when
preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private
road or driveway.

(e) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not
ride nore than two (2) abreast except on paths or parts of
roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. Persons
riding two (2) abreast shall not inpede the normal and reasonabl e
nmovenent of traffic and, on a | aned roadway, shall ride within a
single | ane.

(2) Motorists traveling on any hi ghway that has been divi ded

into four (4) or nore clearly narked |l anes for traffic shal

travel in the right lane and shall vield to notorists travelling

at a greater rate of speed. Violators shall be fined Twenty-five

Dol lars (($25.00).

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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