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Dear i ng To:  Hi ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BI LL NO. 2592

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-103, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO DEFI NE THE TERM RECREATI ONAL VEH CLES AND MOTOR HOVES FOR
PURPOSES OF THE " UNI FORM HI GHWAY TRAFFI C REGULATI ON LAW RULES OF
THE RCAD'; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-5-13, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT APPURTENANCES ON RECREATI ONAL VEH CLES SHALL BE
ALLONED I F THEY ARE | NSI DE THE EXTERI OR REARVI EW M RRORS OF THE
VEHI CLE OR THE VEH CLE TON NG THE RECREATI ONAL VEH CLE; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 63-5-19, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO LIMT THE OVERALL
LENGTH OF MOTOR HOMES, EXCLUSI VE OF BUWPERS, TO 45 FEET; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 63-5-51, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE
M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON COWM SSI ON AND LOCAL AUTHORI TI ES TO
| SSUE PERM TS FOR THE COVMERCI AL MOVEMENT OF RECREATI ONAL VEHI CLES
AND MOTOR HOMES THAT COWMPLY W TH VEHI CLE W DTH REQUI REMENTS; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-3-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ WAN1]

63-3-103 (a) "Vehicle" neans every device in, upon or by
whi ch any person or property is or may be transported or drawn
upon a hi ghway, except devices used exclusively upon stationary
rails or tracks.

(b) "Modtor vehicle" nmeans every vehicle which is
sel f-propell ed and every vehicle which is propelled by electric
power obtained fromoverhead trolley wires, but not operated upon
rails.

(c) "Motorcycle"” neans every notor vehicle having a saddle

for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not nore than
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three (3) wheels in contact with the ground but excluding a
tractor.

(d) "Authorized energency vehicle" neans every vehicle of
the fire departnent (fire patrol), every police vehicle, and every
such anbul ance and energency vehicle of nunicipal departnents or
public service corporations as is designated or authorized by the
commi ssion or the chief of police of an incorporated city.

(e) "School bus" neans every notor vehicle operated for the
transportation of children to or fromany school, provided sane is
pl ainly marked "School Bus" on the front and rear thereof and
neets the requirenments of the State Board of Education as
aut hori zed under Section 37-41-1.

(f) "Recreational vehicle" neans a vehicular type unit

primarily designed as tenporary living quarters for recreational,

canping or travel use, which either has its own notive power or is

nount ed on or drawn by another vehicle and includes travel

trailers, fifth wheel trailers, canping trailers, truck canpers

and notor hones.

(gq)  "Mtor hone" neans a notor vehicle that is designed and

constructed primarily to provide tenporary living quarters for

recreational, canping or travel use.

SECTION 2. Section 63-5-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as fol |l ows: [ WAN2]

63-5-13. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this section,
the total outside width of any vehicle, exclusive of required
safety devices, or the |oad thereon shall not exceed ei ght and

one-half (8-1/2) feet; provided, however, that appurtenances on

recreational vehicles shall be allowed so long as they are inside

the exterior rearview mrrors of the recreational vehicle or

inside the exterior rearview nmrrors of the vehicle towi ng the

recreational vehicle, and such mrrors do not extend further than
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necessary to obtain the appropriate field of view.

(2) The total outside |load width of any vehicle hauling
unprocessed forest products on public roads, streets or highways,
ot her than interstate hi ghways, shall not exceed nine and one-half
(9-1/2) feet if such products may not be shortened w thout
rendering them usel ess for the end product for which they were
cut; provided, however, the total outside vehicle width of such a
vehi cl e, exclusive of required safety devices and the | oad of such
vehi cl e, shall not exceed eight and one-half (8-1/2) feet.

(3) The total outside width of a farmtractor shall not
exceed ten (10) feet, except that farmtractors shall not be
operated upon the interstate hi ghways w thout a special permt
fromthe State H ghway Conmm ssi on.

SECTION 3. Section 63-5-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as fol |l ows: [ WAN3]

63-5-19. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this section,

no single vehicle, unladen or with | oad, shall have an overal
| ength, inclusive of front and rear bunpers, in excess of forty
(40) feet.

(2) No semitrailer operating in a truck tractor-semtrailer
conbination and no trailer drawn by a notor vehicle shall exceed a
|l ength of fifty (50) feet.

(3) No semitrailer or trailer operating in a truck
tractor-semtrailer-trailer conbination and no trailer operating
in a double trailer conbination drawn by a notor vehicle shal
exceed a length of thirty (30) feet.

(4) No semitrailer or trailer conbinations in excess of two

(2) units, excluding the towing notor vehicle, shall be allowed to
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operate on the highways of this state.

(5) No nmotor honme shall have an overall |ength exclusive of

front and rear bunpers, in excess of forty-five (45) feet.

(6) The load upon the rear vehicle of a conbination of
vehi cl es transporting forest or agricultural products in their
natural state shall not project nore than twenty-eight (28) feet
beyond the rear axle of the vehicle except in the special
ci rcunst ance hereinafter prescribed. |If such products project
nore than twenty-eight (28) feet beyond the rear axle and, due to
the end use for which they are intended (such as tall utility
poles or light poles or the like), such products cannot be
shortened wi thout rendering them usel ess for the finished product
for which they have been cut, then such special circunstance nmay
be consi dered good cause for the obtaining of a permt which shal
be procured pursuant to Section 63-5-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
before vehicles transporting such products may operate. Any
vehicl e transporting projecting | oads as described in this
subsection shall operate only during daylight hours, and the | oad
on vehicles designed to transport forestry products shall be
secured by at least two (2) chains, two (2) wire ropes, or tw (2)
nyl on straps, one (1) positioned behind the front bol ster and one
(1) in front of the back bol ster.

SECTION 4. Section 63-5-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ WAN4]

63-5-51. (1) (a) The Mssissippi Transportation Conm Ssion

Wi th respect to highways under its jurisdiction and | ocal
authorities with respect to highways under their jurisdiction my,

in their discretion, upon application in witing and good cause

S. B. No. 2592
00\ SS26\ R680. 2
PAGE 4



115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

bei ng shown therefor, issue a special permt in witing

aut hori zing the applicant to operate or nove a vehicle or

conbi nati on of vehicles of a size or weight of vehicle or |oad
exceedi ng the maxi mum specified in this chapter or otherw se not
in conformty with the provisions of this chapter upon any hi ghway
under the jurisdiction of the party granting such permt and for

t he mai nt enance of which said party is responsible.

(b) The application for any such permt shal
specifically describe the general operation and |load to be noved,
and the particular highways for which the permit to operate is
request ed, and whether such permt is requested for a single trip,
or for continuous operation.

(c) The Mssissippi Transportation Conm ssion or |ocal

authority is authorized to issue or withhold such permt at its

di scretion. If such permt is issued, the Mssissipp

Transportati on Conm ssion or |ocal authority is authorized to

limt the nunber of trips, or to establish seasonal or other tine
limtations within which the vehicles described nay be operated on
t he hi ghways indicated, or otherwise to limt or prescribe
conditions of operation of such vehicle or vehicles, when
necessary to assure agai nst undue damage to the road foundations,

surfaces or structures. The M ssissippi Transportation Conmi Ssion

or local authority may require such undertaking or other security
as may be deened necessary to conpensate for any injury to any
roadway or road structure.

(d) Every such permt shall be carried in the vehicle
or conbi nation of vehicles to which it refers and shall be open to

i nspection by any police officer or authorized agent of any
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authority granting such permt, and no person shall violate any of
the ternms or conditions of such special permit. However, permts
covering the nunber of vehicles anticipated in any operation may
be issued by the comm ssion.

(2) The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion or |ocal

authorities, in their discretion, upon application in witing and

good cause being shown therefor, issue a permt authorizing the

commercial novenent of one or nore recreational vehicles or notor

hones which conply with the provisions of Section 63-5-13. Such

permts shall be valid for one (1) year fromthe date they are

issued. A copy of the pernmt shall be carried with all such

vehicles while they are being noved. The provisions of subsection

(1) of this section shall not apply to the comrercial novenent of

vehicles under a pernmt issued pursuant to this subsection if such

vehicles comply with Section 63-5-13.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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