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Har den, Chaney To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2545

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-19-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT AS A CONDI TI ON FOR THE RECEI PT OF M NIl MUM
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FUNDS, ALL PROFESSI ONAL STAFF EMPLOYED I N SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS SHALL BE PROPERLY LI CENSED AND ENDORSED, W TH CERTAI N
EXCEPTI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-19-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ RDD1]

37-19-17. (1) The total allowance nade by the State Board
of Education in the mninmum educati on program for teachers
salaries for each type of license in any school district shall not
be in excess of the total anobunt determ ned by the scale for
teachers hol ding each type of |icense as provided in this chapter
or the anpbunt actually paid to such teachers with such type of
| i censes, whichever anount is smaller. However, the school boards
of all school districts may establish salary schedul es based on
trai ning, experience, and other such factors as may be
i ncorporated therein, including student progress and performance
as devel oped by the State Board of Education, paying teachers
greater amounts than the scale provided herein, but no teacher may
be paid less than the amount allotted for such teacher based upon

the scale of pay provided in this chapter, and all supplenents
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paid fromlocal funds shall be based upon the sal ary schedul es so
established. The school boards may call upon the State Departnent
of Education for aid and assistance in formul ating and
establishing such salary schedules, and it shall be the duty of
the State Departnent of Education, when so called upon, to render
such ai d and assi stance.

(2) The amount allotted for teachers' salaries by the State
Board of Education and the amobunt actually paid to each teacher
shal | be based upon and determ ned by the type of l|icense held by
such teacher.

(3) In order for a school district to receive mni mum

educati on program funding for teachers' salaries, all professional

staff in each school in the district shall be properly licensed

and endorsed, as foll ows:

(a) The teaching staff in each school shall be

conprised of no nore than five percent (5% of nonlicensed

t eachi ng personnel who teach for no nore than three (3) periods

per day and who have been approved by the State Departnent of

Education, as provided in Section 37-3-2(6)(e-f). Individuals

hol di ng an expert citizen license shall be exenpt fromthis five

percent (5% limtation

(b) The professional staff in each school in the school

district shall be conprised of no nore than five percent (5% who

are working outside the area or areas of endorsenent.

(c) An appropriate license shall be required of al

superi ntendents, principals, librarians, and hi gh school guidance

counsel ors.

(d) Secondary teachers endorsed in an acadeni c subj ect

area nay teach in their academ c subject area in departnentalized

elenentary Grades 5 and 6.

(e) Assistant principals who are not properly endorsed
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may be included in the five percent (5% linitation on working

outside their area of endorsenent, provided that they do not act

in the place of the principal.

(f) Application of the five percent (5% linitation

prescribed herein shall be based on full-tine equival ent

positions.

The State Departnent shall w thhold m ni num educati on program

funds allotted for teacher salaries fromany school district which

is not in conpliance with the provisions of this subsection (3).

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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