M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Sinmons, Blackmon, Turner, Johnson To:  Education;
(38th) Appropriations
SENATE BILL NO 2331
1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO | MPLEMENT
2 A PROGRAM TO ASSI ST | N THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF PARENT/ FAM LY
3  EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS; TO SPECI FY CERTAIN MODELS TO BE MADE AVAI LABLE
4 THROUGH THESE PROGRAMS; TO DI RECT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO
5 ESTABLI SH AN APPLI CATI ON PROCESS FOR PARTI Cl PATI ON | N THE PROGRAM
6 TO REQU RE APPLI CANTS TO HAVE | N PLACE AN ADVI SORY BOARD FOR THE
7 PROGRAMS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT TO USE AVAI LABLE FUNDI NG FOR
8 GRANTS TO PARTI Cl PATI NG PROGRAMS; TO REQUI RE A REPORTI NG PROCESS
9 ON EXI STING EARLY CHI LDHOOD PROGRAMS | N THE STATE; TO ESTABLI SH AN
10 I N-HOVE PARENT AND FAM LY EDUCATI ON FUND; AND FOR RELATED
11  PURPCSES.
12 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
13 SECTION 1. (1) The State Board of Education, in its
14 discretion, may offer funds for replication of voluntary
15 parent/famly education prograns that support and affirmthe role
16 of parents as the primary early chil dhood educator of their
17 children for famlies with children aged pre-natal through four
18 (4) years, or until entering kindergarten, using personal visits.
19 The parent/fam |y education prograns shall provide parents with
20 opportunities to voluntarily obtain support and services that wl|
21 enable themto provide optimum | earning environments for their
22 children, particularly frombirth to the age of four (4) years,
23 within the hone or selected site. These prograns shall use
24 research-based, independently-eval uated, proven research nodels
25 showing the follow ng outcones: (a) children with enhanced
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| anguage, problem sol ving and soci al devel opnent; (b) children
entering school with increased readiness skills; (c) fewer
children placed in special education or remedial classes; (d)

| ower incidence of child abuse and neglect; (e) higher scores on
standardi zed reading and nath tests in elementary grades; (f)
parents are nore confident in their parenting know edge and
skills; (g) parents who read nore to their children; and (h) nore
parental involvenent when children enter school. Program outcones
shall be determ ned through a | ong-range evaluation that tracks
participating children through the third grade.

(2) The State Board of Education shall (a) determ ne a
process for interested school districts and other nonprofit
entities in partnership with a school district to apply for grant
funds in order to participate in the prograns; (b) nonitor program
operations; (c) evaluate program effectiveness; and (d) devel op
rules for the adm nistration of the program In devel oping the
process, the State Board of Education shall utilize, but not be
limted to, representatives of the follow ng categories: parents;
| ocal school districts' parent education prograns staff; the
Department of Human Services, Division of Fam |y and Children's
Servi ces; head start; the cooperative extension services and USCE
funded parental assistance progranms. |In the event an Interagency
Coordi nating Council for Early Chil dhood Services, or simlar
organi zation, is established by act of the Legislature, the State
Board of Education may contract with such interagency council for
the performance of its duties and responsibilities under this act.

(3) As part of the application process for participation in
the program applicants nust denonstrate to the council that the
programis a coll aborative undertaking of various community
organi zations. School districts and other nonprofit entities in

partnership with a school district applying for funds shall be
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required to develop a collaborative plan that includes, but is not
limted to, participation of the |ocal extension service, head
start, health department, human services and ot her agencies as
deened by the advisory board in the | ocal devel opnent plan.
Prograns seeking funds under this act shall be required to provide
a twenty-five percent (25% match. Prograns shall be housed in
parent/fam |y resource centers devel oped around existing DHS
Famlies First criteria and the State Departnent of Education
Parent/Fam |y Center guidelines. Parent education prograns shal
have a broad-based community advi sory board including, but not
limted to, representatives of the follow ng categories: parents,
| ocal school districts' parent education prograns staff,

DHS-Di vision of Famly and Children's Services, head start/private
child care providers, cooperative extension services and State
Depart ment of Health.

(4) The State Departnent of Education may accept any funds,
public or private, nmade available to the departnent for the
program The funds shall be used to award grants to the
participating parent/fam |y education services prograns for the
support of such prograns. A parent/fam |y education services
program may use any avail able funding to support the
adm ni stration of the program

(5) The State Board of Education shall devel op an annual
reporting process to informthe Legislature, |ocal school district
personnel and the general public as to all prograns funded under
this section:

(a) Nunber of children and famlies served;

(b) Nunber of parent educators and ot her personnel,
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qualifications, training related to hone visit prograns and
parent/fam |y resource center establishnment and experience |evels;

(c) Annual programcost, with identification by nane
and anount of the source of funds for each program

(d) Annual budget, adm nistrative costs and ot her
pertinent fiscal information;

(e) Annual salary and fringe benefit information for
each enpl oyee in the program

(f) Annual cost of materials, training and ot her
instructional costs related to the program

(g) Annual cost of programon a per-famly basis;

(h) OQher information as directed by the State Board of
Educati on;

(i) Advisory board nenbers' nanes and titles; and

(j) Analysis of this programis inpact on G ades K-3 as
i ndi cated in an i ndependent eval uati on.

(6) The In-hone Parent and Fami |y Education Program Fund is
established. Funds nmade avail able by the Legislature for the
support and nai nt enance of voluntary parent and fam |y education
program t hrough personal visits authorized under this act shall be
deposited into the fund. Beginning in fiscal year 2001, the State
Board of Education shall award grants for not |ess than one (1)
programin each M ssissippi congressional district and not nore
than ten (10) progranms with up to four (4) parent educators each
in any M ssissippi congressional district, and in subsequent
fiscal years may award additional programgrants subject to the
avai lability of funds specifically appropriated therefor.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
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113 and after July 1, 2000.
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