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SENATE BI LL NO. 2314

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-3-37, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PRESCRI BE A PENALTY FOR A FEMALE' S USE OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
RESULTI NG | N THE DEATH OF AN UNBORN FETUS OF 20 WEEKS OR MORE
GESTATI ONAL AGE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-3-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-3-37. (1) The willful killing of an unborn quick child,
by an injury to the nother of such child, which would be murder if
it resulted in the death of the nother, shall be nmansl aughter.

(2) Any death of an unborn child of twenty (20) weeks or

nore gestational age, resulting fromthe use by the nother of any

illegal controlled substance during the nother's pregnancy wth

the child in question, shall be nmansl aughter to be charged agai nst

the nother. Any suspected such death shall be reported pronptly

to the County Medical Exam ner |nvestigator, who shall cause an

autopsy to be perforned by a state-desi gnated pathol ogist to

deternine the cause and manner of death.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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