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SENATE BI LL NO. 2280

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-20-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
EXEMPT FROM THE CHI LD CARE LI CENSI NG LAW ANY SCHOOL THAT 1S
ACCREDI TED BY OR IS A MEMBER OF A NATI ONALLY- RECOGNI ZED
ACCREDI TI NG ASSOCI ATI ON OR NATI ONAL PRI VATE SCHOOL ASSOCI ATI ON
HOLDI NG MEMBERSHI P | N THE COUNCI L OF AMERI CAN PRI VATE EDUCATI ON,
THE ASSCCI ATI ON OF CHRI STI AN SCHOOLS | NTERNATI ONAL OR THE AMERI CAN
ASSOCI ATI ON OF CHRI STI AN SCHOCLS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-20-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-20-5. Wen used in this chapter, the foll ow ng words
shal | have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Child care facility"” neans a place which provides
shel ter and personal care for six (6) or nore children who are not
related within the third degree conputed according to the civil
law to the operator and who are under thirteen (13) years of age,
for any part of the 24-hour day, whether such place be organized
or operated for profit or not. The term"child care facility"

i ncl udes day nurseries, day care centers and any other facility
that falls within the scope of the definitions set forth above,

regardl ess of auspices. The follow ng shall be exenpt fromthis

chapter:

(i) Child care facilities which operate for no
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nore than two (2) days a week, whose primary purpose is to provide
respite for the caregiver or tenporary care during other schedul ed
or related activities and organi zed prograns which operate for
three (3) or |ess weeks per year such as, but not limted to,
vacation bible schools and scout day canps * * *.

(ii) ** * Any child residential honme as defined
in, and in conpliance with the provisions of, Section 43-16-3(b)
et seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972.

iii) ** * Any elenentary, including
ki ndergarten, and/or secondary school system accredited by the
M ssi ssi ppi State Departnent of Education, the Southern
Associ ation of Coll eges and Schools or the M ssissippi Private
School Education Associ ation..

(iv) * * * Any Headstart program operating in
conjunction with an el enentary school system whether it be
public, private or parochial, whose primary purpose is a
structured school or school readi ness program

(v) * * * Any nenbership organi zation affiliated
wi th a national organization which charges only a nom nal annual
menber ship fee, does not receive nonthly, weekly or daily paynents
for services, and is certified by its national association as
being in conpliance with the association's m ni num standards and
procedures, including, but not imted to, the Boys and Grls Cub
of Anmerica, and the YMCA.

(vi) Any school that is accredited by, has been

successfully evaluated by or is a nenber of a

nati onall y-recogni zed accrediting association or national private

school associ ati on hol di ng nenbership in the Council of Anerican

Pri vate Education, the Association of Christian Schools

| nternational or the Anerican Association of Christian Schools.

Al'l other preschool child care prograns and/ or extended day
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school prograns nust neet requirenments set forth in this chapter

(b) "Health" neans that condition of being sound in
m nd and body and enconpasses an individual's physical, nmental and
enoti onal welfare.

(c) "Safety" neans that condition of being protected
fromhurt, injury or |oss.

(d) "Person" neans any person, firm partnership,
corporation or associ ation.

(e) "Operator" neans any person, acting individually or
jointly with another person or persons, who shall establish, own,
operate, conduct or maintain a child care facility.

(f) "Personal care" neans assistance rendered by
personnel of the child care facility in perform ng one or nore of
the activities of daily living, which includes, but is not limted
to, the feeding, personal groom ng, supervising and dressing of
children placed in the child care facility.

(g) "Licensing agency" means the M ssissippi State
Depart ment of Health.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.

S. B. No. 2280
00\ SS03\ R609
PAGE 3



