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SENATE BI LL NO. 2216

AN ACT TO CREATE THE AMUSEMENT RI DE SAFETY | NSPECTI ON AND
| NSURANCE ACT; TO DEFI NE CERTAIN TERMS RELATI VE TO THE ACT; TO
PRESCRI BE CERTAI N | NSPECTI ON AND | NSURANCE REQUI REMENTS FOR THE
OPERATI ON OF AMUSEMENT RI DES; TO REQUI RE | NSPECTI ON AND | NSURANCE
DOCUMENTS TO BE FI LED ANNUALLY W TH THE COWM SSI ONER OF | NSURANCE;
TO PROVI DE CRIM NAL AND CI VIL PENALTIES FOR VI OLATIONS OF THE ACT
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. This act may be cited as the "Anmusenent R de

Saf ety Inspection and I nsurance Act."

SECTION 2. For the purposes of this act, unless the context

ot herwi se requires:
(a) "Anusenent ride" nmeans any nechani cal device or

devices that carry or convey passengers al ong, around, or over a
fixed or restricted route or course or within a defined area for
the purpose of giving its passengers amusenent, pleasure or
excitenent, but such term does not include:

(i) Any coin-operated ride that is nmanually,
mechani cally, or electrically operated and custonmarily placed in a
public | ocation and that does not normally require the supervision
or services of an operator; or

(ii) Nonnechani zed pl ayground equi pnent,

including, but not limted to, swi ngs, seesaws, stationary
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spring-nmounted ani mal features, rider-propelled nmerry-go-rounds,
clinbers, playground slides, tranpolines and physical fitness
devi ces.

(b) "d ass A amusenent ride" neans an anusenent ride
designed primarily for use by children twelve (12) years of age or
younger .

(c) "dass B amusenent ride" neans any anusenent ride
not defined as a Class A anusenent ride.

(d) "Comm ssioner"” neans the Comm ssioner of |nsurance
of the State of M ssissippi.

SECTION 3. (1) A person may not operate an amusenent ride

unl ess he:

(a) Has the anusenent ride inspected at |east once
annual ly by an insurer or a person with whomthe insurer has
contracted and obtains fromthat insurer or person a witten
certificate that the inspection has been made and that the
anusenent ride neets the standards for coverage and is covered by
the insurance required by paragraph (b) of this subsection (1).

If at any time the inspection reveals that an anusenent ride does
not neet the insurer's underwiting standards, the insurer shal
so notify the owner or operator and in the event repair or

repl acenent of equipnent is required it shall be the
responsibility of the owner or operator to nmake such repair or
repl acenent before the anusenent ride is offered for public use;

(b) Has an insurance policy currently in force witten
by an i nsurance conpany authorized to do business in this state in
an anount not | ess than One Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000. 00)
per occurrence with a Three Hundred Thousand- Dol | ar annual
aggregate for Class A anusenent rides and an anmount of not |ess
than One MIlion Dollars ($1, 000,000.00) per occurrence for d ass

B anusenent rides insuring the owner or operator against liability
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for injury to persons arising out of the use of the anusenent
ride;

(c) Files with the comm ssioner, in the manner required
by this act, the inspection certificate and the insurance policy
required by this section or a photocopy of such a certificate or
policy authorized by the conm ssioner; and

(d) Files with each sponsor, |essor, |andowner, or
ot her person responsible for an amusenent ride being offered for
use by the public a certificate stating that the insurance
required by paragraph (b) of this subsection (1) is in effect.

(2) The inspection required under subsection (1)(a) of this
section nust include a method to test the stress- and wear-rel ated
damage of critical parts of a ride that the board determ nes are
reasonably subject to failure as the result of stress and wear and
could cause injury to a nenber of the general public as a result
of a failure.

(3) A person who operates an anusenent ride shall naintain
accurate records of each injury caused by the ride that results in
death or requires nedical treatment. The operator shall file an
injury report on a form designed by the comm ssioner for that
purpose with the comm ssioner on a quarterly basis and shal
include in the report a description of each injury caused by a
ride that results in death or requires nmedical treatnment. For the
pur poses of this subsection, nedical treatnent includes treatnent
(other than first aid) adm nistered by a physician or by
regi stered professional personnel under the standing orders of a
physi cian. Medical treatnent does not include first-aid treatnent

(one-tine treatnment and subsequent observation of mnor scratches,
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cuts, burns, splinters, and any other minor injuries that do not
ordinarily require nedical care) even though provided by a
physi ci an or registered professional personnel. No report shal
be required of the operator in any quarter in which no reportable
i njuries occurred.

SECTION 4. The docunents required by Section 3 of this act

nmust be filed with the comm ssion before July 1 of each year, but
if the anusenent ride is inspected nore than once a year, the

i nspection certificate nust be filed not later than fifteen (15)
days after each inspection and the insurance policy nust be filed
before July 1 of each year

SECTION 5. The conmi ssioner nmay request fromthe sponsor,

| essor, | andowner, or other person responsible for an anusenent
ride being offered for use by the public information concerning
whet her or not insurance in the anount required by this act is in
effect on the anusenent ride. The sponsor, |essor, |andowner, or
ot her person to whomthe information request is made shall respond
to the comm ssioner within fifteen (15) days after the request is
made.

SECTION 6. The owner or operator of an anusenent ride may

deny entry to the ride to any person if in the owner's or
operator's opinion the entry may jeopardi ze the safety of the
person who desires to enter or the safety of other patrons of the
amusemnent ride.

SECTION 7. The district attorney of each county in which an

anusenent ride is operated or, upon request of the conm ssioner,
the Attorney General or one (1) of his agents may seek an

i njunction agai nst any person operating an anusenment ride in
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violation of this act.

SECTION 8. (1) Any person who willfully violates any

provision of this act shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor and, upon

conviction thereof, shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed

Two Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($2,500.00) or inprisonment not

to exceed six (6) nonths in the county jail, or both fine and

i mpri sonnent .

(2) The comm ssioner may,

after notice and hearing, inpose a

civil penalty against any person who viol ates any provision of

this act. Such civil penalty shall not exceed Five Hundred

Dol | ars ($500.00) per violation and shall be deposited into the

"I nsurance Departnent Fund."

(3) Each day a violation of this act continues shal

constitute a separate offense.
SECTION 9. This act shal

and after July 1, 2000.
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