M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Jackson To: Juvenile Justice

COWM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO 2111

1 AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A TASK FORCE ON GANG BEHAVI OR | N

2 M SSISSI PPl TO COORDI NATE THE EFFORTS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCI ES
3 TO STUDY, TRACK, |DENTIFY AND DEVELOP STRATEG ES FOR DEALI NG W TH
4 GANGS AND DEVI ANT GROUPS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF

5 MEMBERS TO THE TASK FORCE AND SPECI FY THE RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES OF THE
6 TASK FORCE; TO PROVI DE FOR THE ADM NI STRATI VE SUPPORT OF THE TASK
7 FORCE UNDER THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; AND FOR
8 RELATED PURPCSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
10 SECTION 1. (1) There is created the Task Force on Gang

11 Behavior in Mssissippi, the purpose of which is to coordinate the
12 efforts of |aw enforcenent agencies in the state to study, track,
13 identify and develop strategies for dealing with gangs and devi ant
14 groups and i ndividual s.

15 (2) The task force shall be conposed of the foll ow ng voting
16 nmenbers: the Director of the Bureau of Narcotics, or his

17 designee; the Conm ssioner of Public Safety, or his designee; the
18 chief drug investigator for the M ssissippi Departnent of

19 Corrections; the Attorney Ceneral, or his designee; the State

20 Superintendent of Education, or his designee; the President of the
21 Mssissippi Sheriffs' Association, or his designee; the President
22 of the M ssissippi Association of Chiefs of Police, or his

23 designee; the President of the M ssissippi Constables’

24 Association, or his designee; the Adjutant General of the

25 M ssissippi National Guard, or his designee; the Director of the
26 Ofice of Youth Services of the Departnment of Human Services, or
27 his designee; a designee of the M ssissippi Chapter of the

28 National Organization of Black Law Enforcenent; a designee of the
29 National Association for the Advancenent of Col ored People; an
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appoi ntee of the Speaker of the House and an appoi ntee of the

Li eut enant Governor, both of whom shall be chosen from experts in
crimnal justice and gang activity, and who shall serve as co-vice
chai rmen of the task force; and an appoi ntee of the Governor who
is an expert in crimnal justice and gang activity, who shal

serve as chairman of the task force.

(3) The Chairnen of the Senate and House Conmittees on
Juvenil e Justice, Judiciary (Judiciary En Banc), Corrections and
Education, or their designees, shall serve in an advisory capacity
as ex officio nonvoting nenbers of the task force.

(4) The Chairman of the Task Force on Gang Behavi or shall be
appoi nted annually by the Governor, who shall call the initial
nmeeting of the task force. The task force shall adopt byl aws and
rules for its efficient operation, which may include designation
of its organi zational structure including other officers and
commttees, duties of commttees, staff policies and other such
procedures as may be necessary.

(5) The task force shall be assigned to the M ssissipp
Department of Public Safety for adm nistrative purposes only, and
t he departnent shall designate staff to assist the task force.

The task force shall have a line itemin the budget of the
Department of Public Safety, shall be financed through the
departnment's annual appropriation wherein funds are made avail abl e
and shall be subject to Departnment of Public Safety policies and
procedures. Menbers of the task force may receive, within the
funds appropriated, reinbursenent for travel expenses incurred
whil e engaged in official business of the task force, except that
the |l egislative menbers shall be paid fromthe contingent expense
funds of their respective houses.

(6) The task force shall neet and conduct business at | east
quarterly. Al neetings of the task force and any comm ttees of
the task force shall be open to the public, with opportunities for
publ i c conment.

(7) The task force nmay apply for and expend grants or other
contributions for the purpose of studying and tracking gang and
deviant activity in M ssissippi.

(8) The Task Force on Gang Behavi or in M ssissippi shal
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have the followi ng responsibilities:

(a) Serve as a liaison with the appropriate |ocal |aw
enf orcenent agencies, public school officials, human services
officials, youth court personnel and correctional officials to
track, study, identify and devel op strategies for the prevention,
identification and suppression of illegal gang and devi ant groups.

(b) Serve an advocacy and public awareness role with
t he general public regarding illegal gang and devi ant group
behavi or.

(c) Reconmmend and nmake annual reports to the
Legi sl ature and Governor regardi ng appropriate policies to reduce
illegal and deviant gang activity in M ssissippi.

(d) Consult with experts and exanm ne actions taken in
other states regarding illegal gang activity.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000, subject to the availability of funds
specifically appropriated therefor by the Legislature during the
2000 Regul ar Session or any subsequent session. It is the intent
of the Legislature that this act shall not take effect until the
Legi sl ature has funded the inplenmentation thereof by line item
appropriation as certified to the Secretary of State by the

Legi sl ative Budget Ofice.
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