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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 108

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl PUBLI C
DEFENDERS SYSTEM TASK FORCE TO MAKE A COVPREHENSI VE STUDY OF THE
EXI STI NG PUBLI C DEFENDER LAW I N M SSI SSI PPl ; TO EXAM NE AND STUDY
APPRCACHES TAKEN I N OTHER STATES REGARDI NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON AND
COST OF STATEW DE PUBLI C DEFENDER SYSTEMS; TO MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS
FOR ACTI ON BY THE LEGQ SLATURE TO STUDY THE RELATI ONSHI P BETVEEN
THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF DI STRI CT PUBLI C DEFENDERS AND Cl RCU T JUDGES;
TO ANALYZE DI STRI CT NEEDS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE TASK FORCE SHALL
MAKE A REPORT OF I TS WORK; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N,

(1) There is created the M ssissippi Public Defender Task
Force which shall be conposed of eleven (11) nenbers as foll ows:

(a) The President of the M ssissippi Public Defender
Associ ation, or his designee;

(b) The President of the M ssissippi Prosecutors
Associ ation, or his designee;

(c) A representative of the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts;

(d) A representative of the M ssissippi Suprene Court;

(e) A representative of the Conference of Grcuit
Judges;

(f) A representative of the M ssissippi Attorney
General's Ofice;

(g) A representative of the M ssissippi Association of
Super vi sors;

(h) The Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Conmttee, or

hi s desi gnee;
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(1) The Chairman of the Appropriations Conmttee, or
hi s desi gnee;
(j) The Chairman of the House Judiciary En Banc
Comm ttee, or his designee;
(k) The Chairman of the House Appropriations Commttee,
or his designee.
(2) At its first neeting, the task force shall elect a
chai rman and vice chairman fromits nenbership and shall adopt
rules for transacting its business and keepi ng records.
(3) The duties of the task force shall be to:
(a) Make a conprehensive study of the needs by circuit
court districts for state-supported indigent defense counsel
exam ning exi sting public defender programs. This report shall be
provided to the Legislature by July 1, 2001.
(b) Exam ne and study approaches taken by other states
in the inplenmentation and costs of state-supported indigent
crim nal cases.
(c) To study the relationship between presiding circuit
court judges and the appointnment of crimnal indigent defense

counsel
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