M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Holland, Espy, Flaggs To: Public Health and
Vel fare
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1469
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-86-15, M SSI SSI PPI CCDE OF 1972,
TO REVISE ELIA@BILITY CRI TERIA UNDER THE CH LDREN S HEALTH
| NSURANCE PROGRAM (CHI P) TO PROVI DE THAT A PERSON WHO | S W THOUT
| NSURANCE COVERAGE AND VWHO MEETS THE OTHER ELIG@BILITY CRITERIA I N
THE PROGRAM W LL BE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE COVERED BENEFI TS UNDER THE
PROGRAM TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-86-19, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THE CHI P ADVI SORY BOARD TO CONDUCT A COMMUNI TY- BASED
OUTREACH AND EDUCATI ON CAMPAI GN TO PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO
THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF HEALTH BENEFI TS FOR CHI LDREN THROUGH MEDI CAl D
10 AND THE CHI LDREN S HEALTH | NSURANCE PROGRAM TO AUTHORI ZE THE CHI P
11  ADVI SORY BOARD TO CONTRACT W TH COVMUNI TY- BASED ORGANI ZATI ONS OR
12 COALI TI ONS OF COMMUNI TY- BASED ORGANI ZATI ONS TO | MPLEMENT THE
13 CAMPAI GN, AND REQUI RE THI S ADVI SORY BOARD TO PROMOTE AND ENCOURAGE
14 VOLUNTARY EFFORTS TO | MPLEMENT THE CAMPAI GN; TO PROVI DE THAT
15 FUNDI NG FOR THE CAMPAI GN AND FOR ANY CONTRACTS EXECUTED BY THE
16 CH P ADVI SORY BOARD TO | MPLEMENT THE CAMPAI GN SHALL BE PROVI DED BY
17 THE DI VI SI ON OF MEDI CAl D, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

OCO~NOUITARWNE

18 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
19 SECTION 1. Section 41-86-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
20 anended as fol | ows:

21 41-86-15. (1) Persons eligible to receive covered benefits
22 under Sections 41-86-5 through 41-86-17 shall be | owincone

23 children who neet the eligibility standards set forth in the plan.
24 Any person who is eligible for benefits under the M ssissipp

25 Medicaid Law, Section 43-13-101 et seq., shall not be eligible to
26 receive benefits under Sections 41-86-5 through 41-86-17. A

27 person who is without insurance coverage and who neets the other

28 eligibility criteria in the plan shall be eligible to receive

29 covered benefits under the program

30 (2) The eligibility of children for covered benefits under
31 the programshall be determ ned annually by the same agency or
32 entity that determines eligibility under Section 43-13-115(9) and

33 shall cover twelve (12) continuous nonths under the program
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SECTI ON 2. Section 41-86-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-86-19. (1) The Division of Medicaid shall develop a
Children's Health Insurance Programenroll nment outreach initiative
in cooperation with the State Departnent of Education's federal
free and reduced |unch program the State Departnent of Health,

t he Departnent of Human Services, the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration, community health centers, the M ssissippi State
Medi cal Association, the Mssissippi State Hospital Association,
ot her health provider associations and community action
agenci es/ Headstart centers. The enrollnment outreach initiative
shall be the responsibility of the CH P Information Coordi nator
within the Division of Medicaid. The Division of Medicaid is
authorized to naintain a statewi de in-comng w de area tel ephone
service for the purpose of providing information for and
encouragi ng Children's Health Insurance Program enroll nent.

(2) (a) The CH P Advisory Board established under Section

41-86-21(1) shall conduct a communi ty-based outreach and educati on

canpaign to provide information relating to the availability of

health benefits for children through Medicaid and the Children's

Health | nsurance Program The CH P Advi sory Board shall conduct

the canpaign in a nanner that pronptes enrollnment in all state

child health prograns and supports existing outreach and

enrollnment initiatives, including the initiative mandated under

subsection (1) of this section.

(b) The CH P Advisory Board may contract wth

communi ty- based organi zations or coalitions of comunity-based

organi zations to i nplenent the comunity-based outreach and

educati on canpai gn, and shall pronote and encourage voluntary

efforts to inplenent the canpaign. The CH P Advi sory Board shal

procure any contracts through a process designed by the advisory

board to encourage broad participation of organizations, including

t hose organi zations that target population groups with high levels
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of uni nsured children.

(c) Funding for the community-based outreach and

educati on canpai gn and for any contracts executed by the CHP

Advi sory Board to inplenment the canpaign shall be provided by the

Di vi si on of Medi cai d.

SECTION 3. This act shal
and after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force from



