M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Mbore (60th) To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1442

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE PUBLI C SCHOOLS AND LI BRARI ES TO BLOCK

2 MNORS ACCESS TO OFFENSI VE AND HARMFUL | NTERNET MATERI AL ON

3 COWPUTERS I N THE PUBLI C SCHOCOLS AND LI BRARI ES; AND FOR RELATED

4 PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. (1) Each public school that has conputers

7 accessible by students shall equip the conputers with software

8 that prevents students fromgaining Internet access to offensive
9 or harnful material or data not suitable for children. As an

10 alternative, the school may purchase Internet connectivity from an
11 Internet service provider which provides filtering services in

12 order to limt access to such offensive or harnful material or

13 data not suitable for children

14 (2) Before Septenber 1, 2000, the school board of each | ocal
15 school district shall ensure that the schools in that district

16 have conplied with subsection (1) of this section and shal

17 prescribe, by rules and regul ati ons, standards on acceptabl e uses
18 of the Internet in the school by students and school enpl oyees.
19 SECTION 2. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsection
20 (2) of this section, each public library that has a public access
21 conputer that is available for use by persons under eighteen (18)
22 years of age shall equip the conputer with software that prevents
23 such persons from gaining access to offensive or harnful material
24 or data not suitable for mnors. As an alternative, the library
25 may purchase Internet connectivity froman Internet service
26 provider which provides filtering services in order to limt
27 access to such offensive or harnful material or data not suitable
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for m nors.

(2) The board of trustees of any public library system in
its discretion, may hold a public neeting during which the board
may vote to exenpt the libraries in that systemfromthe
requi renents of subsection (1) of this section. Notice of such
nmeeti ng nust be provided by the board in a newspaper published or
having a general circulation in each municipality or county in the
library systemat |east once a week for three (3) consecutive
weeks before the neeting, with the first publication being not
nore than twenty-one (21) days before the schedul ed date for the
nmeeting. The notice nust state the tine and place for the neeting
and nust contain a statenment that the board will vote, after
di scussion and receiving public conmment, on limting materials
accessible by minors through the Internet in the public libraries.

|f the board votes to exenpt the libraries in that systemfrom
the requirenments of subsection (1) of this section, an alternative
means mnmust be established for protecting persons under the age of
ei ghteen (18) years fromoffensive or harnful material or data not
suitable for mnors on the Internet in the public library system

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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