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Varr en To: Educati on

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1325

AN ACT TO DEFI NE THE COMPREHENSI VE COUNSELI NG SERVI CES TO BE
PROVI DED I N THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS BY SCHOOL GU DANCE COUNSELORS; AND
FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SS| PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2000-2001 school year,

t he assi gnnent of school guidance counselors in Gades K-12 to the
particul ar schools within a school district shall be at the

di scretion of the | ocal school board with the follow ng
restrictions:

(a) No individual may be enployed as a school gui dance
counsel or without appropriate training and certification, as
determ ned by the State Departnent of Education; and

(b) School guidance counselors shall be full-tine
pr of essi onal personnel and shall spend a m ni num of eighty-five
percent (85% of work time in direct counseling relationships with
st udent s.

(2) School guidance counselors shall provide the follow ng
conpr ehensi ve counseling servi ces:

(a) Academ c and personal or social counseling;

(b) Student assessnment and assessnment counsel i ng;

(c) Career and educational counseli ng;

(d) Individual and group counseling (large or snal
groups) ;

(e) Crisis intervention and preventive counseling;

(f) Referrals to conmunity agenci es;

(g) Educational consultation and collaboration with
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teachers, adm nistrators, parents and community | eaders;
(h) Educational and career placenent services; and
(i) Followup counseling services.

(3) The State Departnment of Education may adopt rul es and
regul ations regarding the activities of the school guidance
counsel ors which are not inconsistent with this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.

H B. No. 1325
00\ HRO3\ R1740
PAGE 2



