M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Rotenberry To: Ganme and Fi sh

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1323

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-1-29, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
2 REQU RE THE COWM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO
3 PROH BIT THE HARVESTI NG OF DCE I N SI MPSON COUNTY; AND FOR RELATED
4 PURPCSES.
5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 49-1-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
7 anmended as foll ows:
8 49-1-29. The comm ssion nmay pronul gate rul es and
9 regulations, inaugurate studies and surveys, and establish any
10 services it deens necessary to carry out wildlife laws. A
11 violation of any rules or regul ations pronul gated by the
12 commi ssion shall constitute a m sdenmeanor and shall be puni shed as
13 provided in Section 49-7-101.
14 The executive director shall have authority with conm ssion
15 approval:
16 (a) To close or shorten the open season as prescribed
17 by law in cases of urgent enmergency on any species of gane birds,
18 gane or fur-bearing animals, reptiles, fish or anphibians, in any
19 locality, when it finds after investigation and public review that
20 the action is reasonably necessary to secure the perpetuation of
21 any species of gane birds, game or fur-bearing animals, reptiles,
22 fish or anphibians and to naintain an adequate supply in the
23 affected area. The statutes shall continue in full force and
24 effect, except as restricted and limted by the rules and
25 regqgul ations pronul gated by the comm ssion.
26 (b) To designate wildlife refuges, with the consent of
27 the property owner or owners, in any localities it finds necessary
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to secure perpetuation of any species of gane birds, ganme or
fur-bearing animals, reptiles, fish or anphibians and to maintain
an adequate supply for the purpose of providing a safe retreat
where the animals may rest and repl eni sh adj acent hunti ng,
trappi ng or fishing grounds or waters.

(c) To acquire and hold for the state by purchase,
condemnmati on, |ease, or agreenment as authorized fromtine to tine
by the Legislature, and to receive by gifts or devise, |ands or
water suitable for fish habitats, gane and bird habitats, state
par ks, access sites, wildlife refuges, or for public shooting,
trappi ng or fishing grounds or waters, to provide areas on which
any citizen may hunt, trap or fish under any special regulations
as the comm ssion may prescri be.

(d) To extend and consolidate | ands or waters suitable
for the above purposes by exchange of |ands or waters under its
jurisdiction.

(e) To capture, propagate, transport, sell or exchange
any species of game birds, game or fur-bearing animals, reptiles,
fish or anphi bi ans needed for stocking or restocking any |ands or
waters of the state.

(f) To enter into cooperative agreenents with persons,
firms, corporations or governmental agencies for purposes
consistent with this chapter.

(g) To regulate the burning of rubbish, slashings and
mar shes or other areas it may find reasonably necessary to reduce
t he danger of destructive fires.

(h) To conduct research in inproved wildlife and
fisheries conservation nmethods and to dissem nate information to
the residents of the state through the schools, public nedia and
ot her publications.

(i) To have exclusive charge and control of the
propagation and distribution of wild birds, animals, reptiles,
fi sh and anphi bi ans, the conduct and control of hatcheries,
bi ol ogi cal stations and ganme and fur farns owned or acquired by
the state; to expend for the protection, propagation or
preservation of gane birds, ganme or fur-bearing aninmals, reptiles,

fish and anphi bians all funds of the state acquired for this
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purpose arising fromlicenses, gifts or otherw se; and shall have
charge of the enforcenent of all wildlife | aws.

(j) To grant permts and provide regulations for field
trials and dog trainers.

(k) To prohibit and to regul ate the taking of nongane
gross fish, except m nnows.

(1) To enter into agreenents with | andowners to trap
and purchase quail on the prem ses of the | andowner and to provide
for the distribution of quail.

(m To operate or lease to third persons concessions or
other rights or privileges on | akes owned or | eased by the
departnment. Owners of |and adjoining | and owned or | eased by the
departnent shall have priority to the concessions or rights or
privileges, if the owners neet the qualifications established by
t he conmi ssi on.

(n) To inplement a beaver control programand to charge
fees, upon the recommendati on of the Beaver Control Advisory
Board, to | andowners participating in the beaver control program
described in Section 49-7-201.

(o) To apply for, receive and expend any federal, state
or local funds, contributions or funds from any ot her source for
t he purpose of beaver control or eradication.

(p) To require the departnment to divide the districts
into zones if necessary, and periodically survey the districts or
zones to obtain information that is necessary to properly
determ ne the popul ation and all owabl e harvest Iimts of wildlife

wthin the district or zone, however, the conm ssion shal

prohi bit the harvesting of doe in Sinpson County.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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