M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: West, Geen To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1303
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-703, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CERTAI N SPECI AL MUNI Cl PAL
SEPARATE SCHOCL DI STRI CTS TO BE APPO NTED BY THE BOARD OF
SUPERVI SORS, TO REQUI RE EACH OF THE TRUSTEES TO REPRESENT A
DI FFERENT SUPERVI SORS DI STRI CT, AND TO PROVI DE THAT UPON THE
EXPI RATION OF THE I NI TI AL TRUSTEES TERMS, THE TERMS OF ALL
TRUSTEES SHALL BE FOUR YEARS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-715,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT ANY AGREEMENTS SETTI NG
FORTH THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF SUCH BOARDS OF TRUSTEES SHALL REMAIN I N
10 EFFECT UNTIL AVMENDED OR RESCI NDED BY THE PARTIES TO THE SPECI FI C
11 AGREEMENT OR UNTIL THE LEGQ SLATURE REVI SES THE AUTHORI TY FOR
12 ORGAN ZI NG THE BOARDS OF TRUSTEES PURSUANT TO SUCH AGREEMENTS; TO
13 AMEND SECTION 37-7-717, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, |IN CONFORM TY TO
14 THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

OCO~NOUITARWNE

15 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
16 SECTION 1. Section 37-7-703, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
17 anended as foll ows: [ BD1]

18 37-7-703. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsection

19 (2) of this section, in all * * * special nunicipal separate

20 school districts which enbrace the entire county in which

21 according to the |latest available federal census, a ngjority of

22 the inhabitants of the county reside within the corporate limts
23 of the municipality, the board of trustees of such speci al

24  nuni ci pal separate school district shall be chosen and selected in
25 the manner provided by subsection (1) of Section 37-7-203, and al
26 of the provisions thereof shall be fully applicable in al

27 respects to the selection and constitution of such board of

28 trustees.

29 (2) 1In each special nmunicipal separate school district that

30 enbraces an entire county in which, according to the | atest

31 available federal census, a npjority of the inhabitants of the

32 county reside within the corporate limts of the nmunicipality and
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in which, on the effective date of House Bill No. 1303, 2000

Requl ar Session, all menbers of the board of trustees of such

speci al municipal separate school district are appointed, from and

after the effective date of House Bill No. 1303, 2000 Requl ar

Session, the board of trustees of the special municipal separate

school district shall be appointed in the manner prescribed in

this subsection

The board of trustees of each special nunicipal separate

school district described in this subsection shall consist of five

(5) nenbers, one (1) of whomshall be a resident qualified el ector

of each supervisors district of the county, to be appointed by the

board of supervisors of the county. Each supervi sor shal

recommend to the board of supervisors a person to represent that

district on the board of trustees of the school district. I nitial

appoi ntnents pursuant to this subsection shall be made within

thirty (30) days of the effective date of House Bill No. 1303,

2000 Requl ar Session, and shall be for a termto expire in January

2004. 1In 2004 and every four (4) years thereafter, appointnents

shall be made within thirty (30) days after the commencenent of

the new termof the board of supervisors for a termof four (4)

vears. FEach incunbent trustee holding office on the effective

date of House Bill No. 1303, 2000 Requl ar Session, may be

appointed to continue holding his or her respective office,

provided the trustee resides within the supervisors district

represented by that trustee's office.

A vacancy in the board of trustees shall be filled for the

unexpired term by appoi ntnent of the board of supervisors, upon a

reconmendati on by the supervisor of the district in which the

vacancy exists of a person qualified to hold such office from

wthin the sane supervisors district.

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-715, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as fol |l ows: [ BD2]

37-7-715. Upon the organi zation, reorgani zation or
reconstitution of any special rmnunicipal separate school district,
t he board of supervisors of the county wherein such speci al
muni ci pal separate school district is |ocated and the governing

authorities of the nunicipality may, by an order spread upon their
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mnutes within sixty (60) days after such organi zati on,

reorgani zation or reconstitution shall have becone final,
expressi ng an agreenent between both such governing authorities,
choose to constitute the board of such special nunicipal separate
school district under one (1) of the optional nethods of

organi zation set out in Section 37-7-717. In the event that both
t he governing authorities herei nabove referred to shall enter such
an order within said period, then the * * * board of trustees
shall be thereafter constituted and sel ected according to the
terms of such agreenent, provided such agreenent is in conformty

with the terns of Section 37-7-717. The board of trustees

constituted pursuant to such aqgreenent shall continue to exist

until such tine that both governing authorities, by order spread

upon their mnutes, enter into an agreenent anendi ng or rescinding

the oriqginal agreenent or until the Leqgislature revises the

authority for such governing authorities to enter into an

agreenent on the organi zation and constitution of the board of

trustees or provides the specific manner in which such board of

trustees shall be organi zed and constit ut ed. It is further

expressly provided that irregularities of a procedural nature in
t he adoption of such orders shall not affect the validity of the
sane or the validity of any acts of the board of trustees which
may be constituted by virtue thereof.

SECTION 3. Section 37-7-717, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows: [ BD3]

37-7-717. Upon conplying with, and subject to, the terns and

provi sions of Section 37-7-715, hereof, the board of supervisors
of any county wherein there is a special nmunicipal separate schoo
district and the governing authorities of the municipality may
provide that the board of trustees of such special mnunicipal
separate school district shall be organized and constituted in one
(1) of the follow ng manners:

(a) The * * * poard may consist of five (5) nenbers,
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all of whom shall be bona fide residents of and qualified electors
of such school districts and who shall be appointed by either the
board of supervisors, the governing authorities of the
muni ci pality, or by both of said bodies in such proportion as the
governi ng bodi es may agree upon. The first such board shall be
appoi nted so that one (1) trustee shall be appointed to serve for
one (1) year, one (1) for one (1) year longer, one (1) for tw (2)
years | onger, one (1) for three (3) years longer, and one (1) for
four (4) years longer. Upon the expiration of each such original
term each appointnment shall be for five (5) years and shall be
made by the authority making the original appointnent. |In case of
t he occurrence of a vacancy, the authority which nmade the

appoi ntment of the trustee responsible for such vacancy shal
appoi nt a successor to serve the remainder of the termof such
trustee.

(b) In case of a special municipal separate schoo
district which enbraces the entire county, the board of trustees
may be constituted and selected in accordance with the terns and
provi sions of Sections 37-7-707 through 37-7-711, with the
exception that one (1) nenber of such board shall be el ected by
each supervisors district and shall be a resident and qualified
el ector of the district fromwhich he is elected.

(c) In case of a special municipal separate schoo
district enbracing the entire county, the board of trustees nay be
constituted and selected in accordance with the terns and
provi si ons of Section 37-7-713.

SECTION 4. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.
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SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2001, if it is effectuated on or before that
date under Section 5 of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended
and extended. If it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended, after July 1, 2001,
this act shall take effect and be in force fromand after the date
it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting R ghts Act of

1965, as anended and extended.

H B. No. 1303
00\ HR40\ R1516CS
PAGE 5



