M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Barnett (92nd) To: Educati on;
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1290

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE AN ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS UNDER THE M NI MUM

2 EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FOR THE PURPOSE OF EMPLOYI NG ARTS | NSTRUCTORS | N
3 GRADES K-8, TO REQUI RE THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS RECEI VI NG

4 FUNDI NG UNDER THE PROGRAM TO BE PHASED I N OVER THE NEXT FI FTEEN

5 YEARS AND TO PROVI DE CERTAI N CONDI TI ONS ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF

6 STATE- FUNDED ARTS | NSTRUCTORS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2000-2001 school year, in
9 addition to other funds allotted under the m ni mum educati on

10 program the State Departnent of Education shall allot funding to
11 school districts for the purpose of enploying arts education

12 instructors for students in kindergarten through G ade 8.

13 (2) Funding allotted to school districts for arts education
14 instructors shall be sufficient to enploy one (1) instructor in

15 each of the disciplines of nusic, dance, theater and visual arts
16 for every four hundred (400) students in average daily attendance
17 in kindergarten through Grade 8. Funding for arts education

18 instructors shall be phased in over a period of fifteen (15)

19 vyears, with additional school districts receiving funds each year,
20 in accordance with the follow ng schedul e:
21 PARTI Cl PATI NG STATE- FUNDED
22 FI SCAL YEAR SCHOOL DI STRI CTS ARTS | NSTRUCTORS
23 2000- 2001 20 80
24 2001- 2002 30 120
25 2002- 2003 35 140
26 2003- 2004 45 180
27 2004- 2005 50 200
28 2005- 2006 60 240
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2006- 2007 65 260
2007-2008 75 300
2008- 2009 80 320
2009- 2010 90 360
2010- 2011 95 380
2011- 2012 105 420
2012- 2013 110 440
2013-2014 120 480
2014- 2015 125 500

(3) During the 2000-2001 fiscal year, the State Departnent

of Education shall allot funding for arts education instructors to

t hose school districts that have been trained through the
M ssi ssippi Arts Comm ssion's Wiol e Schools Institute before July
1, 2000. The State Board of Education shall establish, by rules
and regul ations, the process by which school districts shall be
sel ected to receive such funding in subsequent fiscal years.

(4) School districts allotted funds for enploying arts
education instructors shall ensure that every student, regardless
of talent or ability, in kindergarten through G ade 8 receives
direct instruction fromthe arts education instructors.

(5) A person may not be enpl oyed as an arts education
instructor using funds allotted under this section unless the
i ndi vi dual has conpl eted appropriate training in his discipline
and has proper certification, as determned by the State
Depart ment of Educati on.

(6) Arts education instructors nmust be full-tine
pr of essi onal personnel and nust spend a m ni mum of seventy-five
percent (75% of work time in direct arts instruction with
students. School districts shall afford the arts education
instructors sufficient tinme for curriculum coordi nati on and
pl anning with other instructors.

(7) Nothing in this section shall prohibit any school

district fromenploying with [ ocal funds nore arts education
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instructors than are provided for in this section.

(8) The M ssissippi Arts Commission, in collaboration with
the State Departnent of Education, shall enploy professional,
out si de eval uators to docunent the inpact of arts education
instruction on student |earning and the overall |earning
environnment in those schools having arts educati on prograrns.

Begi nning in 2001, the comm ssion and the departnment jointly shal
prepare an annual witten report on the state-funded arts
education instruction programin the public schools, to be
submitted to the Chairnmen of the Education Committees of the House
of Representatives and the Senate and the State Board of Education
bef ore Septenber 1.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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