M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Smith (35th) To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1138

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE CURRI CULUM I N THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS OF
2 MSSISSI PPl FOR GRADES K-3 TO | NCLUDE CERTAI N RESEARCH- BASED
3 READI NG | NSTRUCTI ON AND DI RECT, SYSTEM C | NSTRUCTI ON | N CERTAI N
4 SKILLS; TO REQUI RE ALL THI RD- GRADE STUDENTS TO TAKE A NATI ONALLY
5 STANDARDI ZED NORM REFERENCED TEST OF BASI C READI NG SKI LLS; TO
6 REQUI RE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO PROVI DE | NDI VI DUALI ZED READI NG
7 I NSTRUCTI ON TO STUDENTS SCORI NG BELOW THE NATI ONAL AVERAGE ON THE
8 TEST; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
10 SECTION 1. (1) The curriculumin the public schools of
11 Mssissippi for Gades K-3 shall include, but not be limted to,
12 the follow ng research-based readi ng instruction:
13 (a) Direct instruction in phonem c awareness;
14 (b) Direct systematic, explicit instruction in
15 sound-synbol relationships (phonics);
16 (c) Direct instruction and practice in blending the
17 sound-synbols into words;
18 (d) Anple practice in reading decodable text (text in
19 which at |east ninety-five percent (95% of the words use only
20 previously taught sound-synbol rel ationships); and
21 (e) Instruction in reading conprehension, first using
22 interesting teacher read stories and then applying acquired
23 conprehension skills to decodabl e text.
24 (2) The curriculumin the public schools of M ssissippi for
25 (Gades K-3 also shall include, but not be limted to, direct,
26 systemic instruction in the foll ow ng:
27 (a) Word attack skills;
28 (b) Spelling;
29 (c) Vocabul ary devel opnent; and
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(d) Grammar, punctuation and capitalization

(3) Al third-grade students shall take a nationally
standardi zed normreferenced test of basic reading skills
(decodi ng and conprehensi on).

(4) Any student who achieves a score on the test required
under subsection (3) of this section which is bel ow the national
average shall be provided with individualized renedial instruction
by the school district follow ng the research-based outline, in
addition to the regular curriculumof reading instruction, until
t he student has achieved a | evel of basic reading and reading
conprehensi on consistent with the national average.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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