M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Holland To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1128

1 AN ACT TO CREATE SECTI ON 73-39-43, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPI BOARD OF VETERI NARY MEDI CI NE TO

3 CERTIFY ANI MAL CONTRCOL AGENCI ES TO UTI LI ZE CERTAI N CONTROLLED

4  SUBSTANCES FOR THE HUMANE DESTRUCTI ON OF ANI MALS AND TO CERTI FY

5 AND PRESCRI BE QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR CERTI FI ED ANl MAL EUTHANASI A

6 TECHN Cl ANS (CAET) TO PERFORM EUTHANASI A OF ANI MALS; TO CREATE

7 SECTION 73-39-44, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE FOR THE

8 REVOCATI ON OF THE CERTI FI CATE OF CERTI FI ED ANl MAL EUTHANASI A

9 TECHNI Cl ANS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-39-9, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
10 TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPI BOARD OF VETERI NARY MEDI Cl NE TO ADOPT
11 RULES I N CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

12 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
13 SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

14 73-39-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

15 73-39-43. (1) For purposes of this section, the follow ng
16 terns shall have the neaning ascribed herein, unless the context
17 shall indicate otherw se:

18 (a) "Certified animal control agency” nmeans a county or
19 nmunicipal animal shelter, dog pound, or aninmal control agency,
20 private humane society, state, county or municipal |aw enforcenent
21 agency, or any conbination thereof, which tenporarily houses
22 stray, unwanted or injured animals and which is certified pursuant
23 to the provisions of this section.
24 (b) "Certified animal euthanasia technician (CAET)"
25 neans a person enployed by a certified animl control agency who
26 is authorized by the M ssissippi Board of Veterinary Medicine for
27 such use.
28 (c) "Board" means the M ssissippi Board of Veterinary
29 Medi ci ne.
30 (2) The M ssissippi Board of Veterinary Medicine, upon
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subm ssion of a conplete application and paynent of a fee
established by the board, shall issue to any animal control agency
which it determnes to be qualified, a certificate authorizing the
agency to apply to the Federal Drug Enforcenent Agency, including
any successor entity, for a restricted controlled substance
registration certificate for the purchase, possession and use of
sodi um pent obarbital or other drugs as authorized by the board for
adm nistration by a certified animal euthanasia technician to

eut hani ze injured, sick or abandoned ani nmal s.

(3) The M ssissippi Board of Veterinary Medicine, upon
subm ssion of a conplete application and paynent of a fee
established by the board, shall issue to any person who it
determnes to be qualified, a certificate for such person to
function as a certified ani mal euthanasia technician.

(4) Euthanasia of animals in a certified animl control
agency may only be perforned by a |icensed veterinarian, including
a licensed ani mal technician enployed by and functioning under the
di rect supervision of a licensed veterinarian, or a certified
ani mal eut hanasia technician as provided by this section. A
certified animal control agency which enploys a certified aninmal
eut hanasi a techni ci an may purchase, possess and adm ni ster sodi um
pent obar bital or such other drug which the board nay approve for
t he eut hanasia of aninmals. Sodi um pentobarbital and such ot her
drugs approved by the board shall be the only drugs used for the
eut hanasia of animals in a certified animal control agency.

(5) The certificate as ani mal euthanasia technician shal
only be valid for use when the holder is in the enploy of a
certified animal control agency in the State of M ssissippi, and
t he agency shall have certified in witing to the board that the
technician is enployed by the agency.

(6) Certified animal control agencies and certified animal
eut hanasi a technicians shall be required to renew their

certificates at such intervals, upon such conditions and upon the
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paynent of such fees as may be established by the board.

SECTION 2. Section 73-39-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-39-9. The board shall elect fromtheir nmenbers a
president, vice president and secretary-treasurer. The board is
aut hori zed:

(a) To adopt reasonable rules governing the practice of
veterinary nedicine as are necessary to enable it to carry out and
make effective the purpose and intent of this chapter. Such rules
shal | be adopted and promul gated in accordance with the provisions
of this chapter.

(b) To adopt rules of professional conduct appropriate
to establish and maintain a high standard of integrity, skills and
practice in the profession of veterinary nmedicine. |In prescribing
such rul es of professional conduct, the board may be gui ded by the
principles of veterinary nedical ethics adopted by the Anmerican
Vet erinary Medical Association and the M ssissippi Veterinary
Medi cal Associ ati on.

(c) To have its rules printed which shall be
distributed to all licensed veterinarians.

(d) To bring proceedings in courts for the enforcenent
of this chapter or any rules made pursuant thereto.

(e) To hold at |east one (1) regular neeting on the
third Tuesday in June each year in the Cty of Jackson at such
time and location as fixed by the board, for the purpose of
conducti ng exam nations of applicants for license to practice
veterinary nedicine, the election of officers and to consi der any
ot her business that may properly conme before the board. O her
nmeeti ngs nay be held upon the call of the president and secretary
of the board.

(f) To pass upon the qualifications of applicants for a
license to practice veterinary nedicine in this state, or for a

certificate as an ani mal technician.
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(g) To prescribe the subjects, character, manner, tine
and place of holding exam nations and the filing of applications
for exam nations and to conduct the exam nations.

(h) To issue tenporary permts to practice to duly
gual i fied applicants which shall be signed by the secretary.

(i) To provide for, regulate and require all persons
licensed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter to
renew their license annually; to require as a condition precedent
to such annual renewal the paynent of the annual renewal fee as
provi ded herein; to issue annual renewal |icenses to such persons
and to suspend or revoke the license of such persons who fail,
refuse or neglect to renew sane or pay such fees.

(j) To conduct investigations and hearings upon
conplaints calling for discipline of a |licensee or applicant for
l'icense.

(k) To take testinobny on any matter under its
jurisdiction and any nmenber thereof may adm ni ster oaths.

(I') To issue summons and subpoenas, i ncludi ng subpoenas
duces tecum for any witness in connection with any matter within
the jurisdiction of the board, which shall be signed by either the
presi dent or the secretary-treasurer of the board.

(m To adopt such forns as it nay deem necessary.

(n) To adopt rules and requlate the certification of

ani nal control agencies and ani mal euthanasia technicians in

accordance with Section 73-39-43.

SECTION 3. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
73-39-44, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

73-39-44. After a hearing held as set out in this chapter,
t he board nay revoke or suspend the certificate of a certified
ani mal eut hanasia technician or certified animal control agency
and place the technician or agency on probation conditioned on
future good conduct and conpliance with rules and regul ati ons of

the board. The suspension or revocation nay be inposed for any of
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the foll owi ng reasons:

(a) The enploynent of fraud, m srepresentation, or
deception in obtaining a certificate.

(b) Unprofessional or unethical conduct as defined in
regul ati ons adopted by the board.

(c) Conviction of violation of any federal or state |aw
regul ati ng the possession, distribution, or use of any narcotic
drug or any drug considered a controll ed substance under state or
federal | aw.

(d) Obtaining or procuring, or attenpting to obtain or
procure, by m srepresentation, fraud, deception, or subterfuge any
narcotic or drug classified as a controlled substance.

(e) Being guilty of any di shonorabl e or unethi cal
conduct likely to deceive, defraud, or harmthe public.

(f) Refusing to permt the board or any |egal
representative of the board to inspect the business prem ses of
the certified agency during regul ar business hours.

(g) Failure to renew certificates or pay renewal fees
at the intervals prescribed by the board.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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