M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Flaggs, Howell, Lott, Zuber To: Juvenile Justice;
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1126

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-21-123, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE FOR STATE FUNDI NG OF YOUTH COURT REFEREES | N COUNTI ES
THAT DO NOT HAVE A COUNTY COURT AND TO PROVI DE FOR STATE AND
COUNTY CONTRI BUTI ONS TO THE YOUTH COURT BUDCGET; TO AMEND SECTI ON
9-1-19, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE AUTHORI TY OF
JUDGES TO GRANT REMEDI AL WRI TS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1- 23,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE COUNTY COURT JUDGES AS
CONSERVATORS OF THE PEACE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1-25, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO PRCH BI T COUNTY COURT JUDGES FROM PRACTI CI NG LAW
10 TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1-35, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THE
11  COUNTY COURT TO OBTAIN A SEAL; TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1- 36
12 M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO ALLOW COUNTY COURT JUDGES TO BE
13 APPROPRI ATED AN OFFI CE ALLOMNCE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-9-9,
14 M SSI SSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROH BI T COUNTY COURT JUDGES FROM
15 PRACTI CI NG LAW TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-9-11, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
16 TO REVI SE THE COVPENSATI ON FOR COUNTY COURT JUDGES; TO AMEND
17 SECTI ON 43-21-107, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE ALL
18 REFERENCES TO THE FAM LY COURT; TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-21-111
19 M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT STATE FUNDI NG TO A
20 COUNTY SHALL BE CONTI NGENT ON THE COUNTY' S REGULAR YOUTH COURT
21 REFEREE COMPLYI NG W TH ANNUAL TRAI NI NG REQUI REMENTS; TO AMEND
22  SECTIONS 9-9-23, 9-13-17, 9-13-61 AND 23-15-975, M SSI SSI PPl CCODE
23  OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY TO THE PRECEDI NG PROVI SI ONS; AND FOR
24  RELATED PURPGCSES.

OCO~NOUIARWNE

25 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
26 SECTION 1. Section 43-21-123, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
27 amended as foll ows:[BD1]

28 43-21-123. (1) Except for expenses provided by state

29 funds * * * or other nonies, or both, the board of supervisors, or
30 the nmunicipal governing board where there is a nunicipal youth

31 court, shall adequately provide funds for the operation of the

32 youth court division of the appropriate court in conjunction with

33 the regular * * * court budget * * *. The Admnistrative Ofice

34 of Courts shall establish a fornula for the mnimum| evel of

35 conmpensation for all reqular youth court referees and nuni ci pal

36 vyouth court referees which shall be based on each county's youth

37 court caseload. The fornmula shall be reviewed by the
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Adninistrative Ofice of Courts at | east every two (2) vears to

ensure that the mininmumrequl ar youth court referee | evel of

conpensation is in accordance with the youth court's casel oad.

Al counties utilizing a reqgular youth court referee or

nuni cipalities utilizing a nunicipal youth court referee shal

provide the reqular youth court referee or nunicipal youth court

referee with a salary which is not less than the mni mum| evel of

conpensation established by the Administrative Ofice of Courts.

The fornula for the mninmum]level of conpensation for reqular

youth court referees shall not prohibit any county board of

supervi sors or governing authorities of a nunicipality from

establishing a salary for reqular youth court referees or

muni ci pal youth court referees which exceeds the anopunt

establi shed by the Adnministrative Ofice of Courts. I n

preparation for that funding, on an annual basis at the tine

requested, the youth court judge, reqular youth court referee or

adm ni strator shall prepare and submt to the board of

supervi sors, or the municipal governing board of the youth court
wherever the youth court is a municipal court, an annual budget
which will identify the nunber, staff position, title and anount
of annual or nonthly conpensation of each position as well as
provi de for other expenditures necessary to the functioning and
operation of the youth court. Wen the budget of the youth court
or youth court judge is approved by the board of supervisors or

t he governing authority of the nmunicipality, then the youth

court, youth court judge, reqular youth court referee or

adm ni strator may enpl oy such persons as provided in the budget

fromtime to tine.
(2) The board of supervisors of any county in which there is
| ocated a youth court, and the governing authority of any
muni ci pality in which there is | ocated a nunicipal youth court,
are each authorized to reinburse the youth court referees and

ot her county-enpl oyed youth court enpl oyees or personnel for

reasonabl e travel and expenses incurred in the performance of
their duties and in attendi ng educational neetings offering
professional training to such persons as budget ed.

(3) (a) In addition to any nonthly conpensati on provided to
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a requl ar youth court referee or municipal youth court referee by

t he county or nunicipality served by such reqular youth court

referee or nunicipal youth court referee, under subsection (1) of

this section, each reqular youth court referee and nunicipal youth

court referee shall receive nonthly supplenmental salary support

funds payable by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts out of the

State General Fund in an anmount established by the Adm nistrative

Ofice of Courts.

(b) To ensure that all youth courts not served by a

county court shall have sufficient support funds to carry on the

busi ness of the youth court, the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts

shall establish a fornula for providing state support, payable

fromthe general fund for the support of such youth courts. Such

yout h court support funds shall be available to each requl ar youth

court referee and nunicipal youth court referee, as long as the

seni or chancell or does not elect to enploy a yvouth court

adm nistrator as provided in subsection (3)(c) of this section,

and each requl ar youth court referee shall have the individual

discretion to appropriate those funds as expense nonies to assi st

in hiring secretarial staff and acquiring materials necessary to

carry on the business of the court within the referee's private

practice of law or may direct the use of those funds through the

county budget for court support supplies or services. The reqular

youth court referee and nunicipal youth court referee shall be

account abl e for assuring through private or county enpl oyees the

proper preparation and filing of all necessary tracking and other

docunentation attendant to the adnministration of the youth court.

The fornul a devel oped by the Administrative Ofice of Courts for

provi ding youth court support funds shall be reviewed by the

Adninistrative Ofice of Courts every two (2) years to ensure that

t he youth court support funds provided under subsection 3(a) of

this section are proportional to each youth court's casel oad.

Approval of the use of any of the youth court support funds nade
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under this subsection shall be nmade by the Adnministrative Ofice

of Courts in accordance with procedures established by the

Adnministrative Ofice of Courts.

(c) Inlieu of accepting any referee support funds as

provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, when pernitted by

the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the senior chancellors of

Chancery Districts One, Two, Three, Four, Six, Seven, Nine, Ten,

Thirteen, Fourteen, Fifteen and Ei ghteen may appoint a youth court

adm nistrator for the district whose responsibility will be to

performall reporting, tracking and other duties of a court

adm ni strator for all youth courts in the district which are under

the chancery court system The Adninistrative Ofice of Courts

shall allocate to each chancellor so electing a sumnot to exceed

Thirty Thousand Dol l ars ($30,000.00) per year to cover the salary,

fringe benefits and equi pnent of such administrator, and an

addi ti onal sum not to exceed One Thousand N ne Hundred Doll ars

($1,900.00) to cover travel expense of the adni nistrator.

(4) (a) Counties in which a county court exists shall mke

an _annual contribution to the Administrative Ofice of Courts in

an _anpunt of One Hundred El even Thousand Three Hundred El even

Dollars ($111,311.00), divided into twelve (12) equal nonthly

install nents. Each installnent is due not later than the cl ose of

busi ness on the twenty-fifth day of the nonth precedi ng the nonth

for which the installnent is due, or, if the twenty-fifth day

falls on a holiday or weekend, on the precedi ng requl ar busi ness

day.

(b) Counties failing to nake the financi al

contributions required by this subsection (4) shall forfeit their

right to receive their honestead exenption reinbursenment in an

amount sufficient to repay obligations due until such tine as

their indebtedness is satisfied or satisfactory arrangenents have

been nade. Honest ead exenption rei nbursenent, upon demand nmade in

witing to the State Tax Conmmi ssion by the Administrative Ofice
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of Courts, shall be paid to the Administrative Ofice of Courts

and applied to the discharge of the obligation.

SECTION 2. Section 9-1-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD2]

9-1-19. The judges of the Suprene, circuit and county courts

and chancel l ors and judges of the Court of Appeals, in terntine
and in vacation, may severally order the issuance of wits of
habeas corpus, mandanus, certiorari, supersedeas and attachnents,
and grant injunctions and all other renmedial wits, in all cases
where the sane may properly be granted according to right and
justice, returnable to any court, whether the suit or proceedi ngs
be pending in the district of the judge or chancellor granting the
same or not. The fiat of such judge or chancellor shall authorize
the i ssuance of the process for a wit returnable to the proper
court or before the proper officer; and all such process or wits
may be granted, issued and executed on Sunday.

SECTION 3. Section 9-1-23, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows: [ BD3]

9-1-23. The judges of the Suprene, circuit and county courts
and chancel l ors and judges of the Court of Appeals shall be
conservators of the peace for the state, each with full power to
do all acts which conservators of the peace may |lawfully do; and

the circuit judges, chancellors and county judges shall reside

within their respective districts * * *,

SECTION 4. Section 9-1-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD4]

9-1-25. It shall * * * be unlawful for any judge of the
Suprene Court, Court of Appeals or a judge of the circuit or
county court, or a chancellor to exercise the profession or
enpl oynent of an attorney or counselor at law, or to be engaged in
the practice of law, and any person of fendi ng against this
prohi bition shall be guilty of a high m sdeneanor and be renoved

fromoffice; but this shall not prohibit a chancellor, circuit
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judge, county judge or a judge of the Court of Appeals from

practicing in any of the courts for a period of six (6) nonths
fromthe time such judges or chancellors assune office * * * to
enable themto bring to a conclusion cases actually pendi ng when
t hey were appointed or elected in which such chancellor or judge
was then enpl oyed, nor shall a judge of the Supreme Court be

hi ndered from appearing in the courts of the United States in any
case in which he was engaged when he was appointed or el ected

j udge.

SECTION 5. Section 9-1-35, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows: [ BD5]

9-1-35. The clerk of the Suprene Court and of the Court of
Appeal s, at the expense of the state, and the clerk of every
circuit, county and chancery court, at the expense of the county,
shal |l keep a seal, with the style of the court around the margin
and the image of an eagle in the center.

SECTION 6. Section 9-1-36, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as fol |l ows: [ BD6]

9-1-36. (1) Each circuit judge, county judge and chancell or

shal|l receive an office operating all owance for the expenses of
operating the office of such judge, including retaining a | aw
clerk, legal research, stenographic help, stationery, stanps,
furniture, office equipnent, telephone, office rent and ot her
itens and expenditures necessary and incident to maintaining the
of fice of judge. The allowance shall be paid only to the extent
of actual expenses incurred by any such judge as item zed and
certified by such judge to the Suprene Court and then in an anount
of Four Thousand Dol | ars (%$4, 000.00) per annum however, such
judge may expend suns in excess thereof fromthe conpensation

ot herwi se provided for his office. No part of this expense or

al l onance shall be used to pay an official court reporter for
services rendered to said court.

(2) In addition to the anpbunts provided for in subsection
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(1), thereis * * * created a separate office all owance fund for
t he purpose of providing support staff to judges. This fund shal
be managed by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.

(3) Each judge who desires to enploy support staff after
July 1, 1994, shall nake application to the Admnistrative Ofice
of Courts by submtting to the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts a
proposed personnel plan setting forth what support staff is deened
necessary. Such plan may be submtted by a single judge or by any
conbi nation of judges desiring to share support staff. In the
process of the preparation of the plan, the judges, at their
request, may receive advice, suggestions, recommendations and
ot her assistance fromthe Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. The
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts must approve the positions, job
descriptions and sal aries before the positions may be filled. The
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall not approve any plan which
does not first require the expenditure of the funds in the support
staff fund for conpensation of any of the support staff before
expenditure is authorized of county funds for that purpose. Upon
approval by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the judge or
j udges may appoint the enployees to the position or positions, and
each enpl oyee so appointed will work at the will and pl easure of
the judge or judges who appointed himbut will be enpl oyees of the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. Upon approval by the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the appointnent of any support
staff shall be evidenced by the entry of an order on the m nutes
of the court. \When support staff is appointed jointly by two (2)
or nore judges, the order setting forth any appoi ntnment shall be
entered on the mnutes of each participating court.

(4) The Admnistrative Ofice of Courts shall devel op and
promul gate m ni num qualifications for the certification of court
adm nistrators. Any court adm ni strator appointed on or after
Cctober 1, 1996, shall be required to be certified by the

Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.
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(5) Support staff shall receive conpensation pursuant to
personnel policies established by the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts; however, fromand after July 1, 1994, the Adm nistrative
Ofice of Courts shall allocate fromthe support staff fund an
amount of Forty Thousand Dol | ars ($40, 000.00) per fiscal year
(July 1 through June 30) per judge for whom support staff is
approved for the funding of support staff assigned to a judge or
judges. Any enploynent under this subsection shall be subject to
t he provisions of Section 25-1-53.

The Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts may approve expenditure
fromthe fund for additional equipnent for support staff appointed
under this section in any year in which the allocation per judge
is sufficient to nmeet the equi pnent expense after provision for
t he conpensation of the support staff.

(6) For the purposes of this section, the follow ng terns
shal | have the neaning ascribed herein unless the context clearly
requi res otherw se:

(a) "Judges" neans circuit judges, county judges and

chancel l ors, or any conbination * * *;
(b) "Support staff" nmeans court adm nistrators, |aw
clerks, legal research assistants or secretaries, resource

adm ni strator or case nmanagers, or both, appointed by a youth

court judge, or any conbination * * * but shall not nmean school

attendance officers;

(c) "Conpensation"” neans the gross salary plus al
anounts paid for benefits or otherwise as a result of enpl oynent
or as required by enploynent; * * * however, * * * only salary
earned for services rendered shall be reported and credited for
Publ i ¢ Enpl oyees' Retirenent System purposes. Anounts paid for
benefits or otherw se, including reinbursenent for travel
expenses, shall not be reported or credited for retirenent
pur poses.

(7) Title to all tangible property, excepting stanps,
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273 stationery and m nor expendable office supplies, procured with
274 funds authorized by this section, shall be and forever remain in
275 the State of Mssissippi to be used by the * * * judge * * *

276 during the termof his office and * * * by his successors during

277 their terns of office.

278 (8 Any * * * judge * * * who did not have a primary office
279 provided by the county on March 1, 1988, shall be allowed an

280 additional Four Thousand Dol l ars ($4, 000.00) per annumto defray
281 the actual expenses incurred * * * in maintaining an office;

282 however, any * * * judge * * * who had a primary office provided
283 by the county on March 1, 1988, and who vacated the office space
284 after such date for a legitimte reason, as determ ned by the

285 Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration, shall be allowed the
286 additional office expense allowance provided under this

287 subsection.

288 (9) The Suprenme Court, through the Adm nistrative Ofice of
289 Courts, shall submt to the Departnent of Finance and

290 Admnistration the itemzed and certified expenses for office

291 operating allowances that are directed to the court pursuant to
292 this section.

293 (10) The Suprenme Court, through the Admnistrative O fice of
294 Courts, shall have the power to adopt rules and regul ations

295 regarding the admnistration of the office operating all owance
296 authorized pursuant to this section.

297 SECTION 7. Section 9-9-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

298 anended as foll ows: [ BD7]

299 9-9-9. The county judge shall not otherw se practice

300 law * * * but this prohibition shall not prohibit the judges of
301 the county courts frompracticing in any of the courts * * * to
302 conclude cases that are actually pendi ng when they were appointed
303 or elected, in which such county judges were then enpl oyed as

304 provided in Section 9-1-25, for judges of the circuit court and

305 chancel |l ors.
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SECTION 8. Section 9-9-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD8]
9-9-11. * * * The county court judge shall receive an annual

sal ary payable nonthly out of the State General Fund in the anobunt

of One Thousand Dol lars ($1, 000.00) |ess than the annual sal ary
which is now or shall * * * be provided for circuit and chancery
judges of this state. * * * The office of county court judge

* * * shall be a full-tinme position, and the hol der thereof shal
not ot herw se engage in the practice of |aw.

* ok

SECTION 9. Section 43-21-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD9]

43-21-107. * * * (1) A youth court divisionis * * *
created as a division of the county court of each county now or
hereafter having a county court and which does not have a famly
court, and the county judge shall be the judge of the youth court
unl ess anot her judge is nanmed by the county judge as provided by
this chapter.

(2) A youth court divisionis * * * created as a division of
t he chancery court of each county in which no county court * * *
is mai ntained and any chancellor within a chancery court district
shall be the judge of the youth court of that county within such
chancery court district unless another judge is named by the
seni or chancellor of the county or chancery court district as
provi ded by this chapter.

(3) In any county where there is no county court * * * on
July 1, 1979, there may be created a youth court division as a
di vision of the municipal court in any city if the governing
authorities of such city adopt a resolution to that effect. The
cost of the youth court division of the municipal court shall be
paid fromany funds available to the municipality for such
pur poses excluding state and county funds.

SECTI ON 10. Section 43-21-111, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
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anended as foll ows: [ BD10]
43-21-111. (1) In any county not having a county court,

* * * the judge may appoint as provided in Section 43-21-123
regul ar or special referees who shall be attorneys at |aw and
menbers of the bar in good standing to act in cases concerning
children within the jurisdiction of the youth court, and a regul ar
referee shall hold office until renoved by the judge. The
requi renent that regular or special referees appointed under this
subsection be attorneys shall apply only to regular or special
referees who were not first appointed regular or special referees
prior to July 1, 1991.

(2) Any referee appointed under subsection (1) of this

section _or subsection (3) of Section 43-21-107 shall be required

to receive judicial training approved by the M ssissippi Judicial
Col | ege and shall be required to receive regular annual continuing
education in the field of juvenile justice. The anount of

judicial training and annual continuing education which shall be
satisfactory to fulfill the requirenments of this section shal
conformw th the anount prescribed by the Rul es and Regul ations
for Mandatory Conti nuing Judi cial Education pronul gated by the
Suprene Court. The Admnistrative Ofice of Courts shall maintain
a roll of referees appointed under this section, shall enforce the
provi sions of this subsection, shall maintain records on all such

referees regarding such training and shall not disburse funds to

any county for the budget of a youth court referee or any

suppl enental salary support for any reqular youth court referee or

muni ci pal youth court referee who is not in conpliance with the

judicial training requirenents. Should a referee mss two (2)

consecutive training sessions sponsored or approved by the

M ssi ssippi Judicial College as required by this subsection or
fail to attend one (1) such training session within six (6) nonths
of their initial appointnment as a referee, the referee shall be

disqualified to serve and be immedi ately renoved as a referee and
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anot her nenber of the bar shall be appointed as provided in this
section.

(3) The judge may direct that hearings in any case or class
of cases be conducted in the first instance by the referee. The
judge may al so del egate his own administrative responsibilities to
the referee.

(4) Al hearings authorized to be heard by a referee shal
proceed in the sanme nmanner as hearings before the youth court
judge. A referee shall possess all powers and performall the
duties of the youth court judge in the hearings authorized to be
heard by the referee.

(5) An order entered by the referee shall be muil ed
i mredi ately to all parties and their counsel. A rehearing by the
judge shall be allowed if any party files a witten notion for a
rehearing or on the court's own notion within three (3) days after
notice of referee's order. The youth court nay enlarge the tine
for filing a notion for a rehearing for good cause shown. Any
rehearing shall be upon the record of the hearing before the
referee, but additional evidence nmay be admitted in the discretion
of the judge. A notion for a rehearing shall not act as a
supersedeas of the referee's order, unless the judge shall so
or der.

(6) The salary for the referee shall be * * * provided in
Section 43-21-123 * * *,

(7) * * * The judge of the chancery court may appoint a
suitabl e person as referee to two (2) or nore counties wthin his
district * * *,

SECTION 11. Section 9-9-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[BD11]

9-9-23. The county judge shall have power to issue wits,
and to try matters, of habeas corpus on application to him?* * *|
or when made returnable before himby a superior judge. He shal

al so have the power to order the issuance of wits of certiorari
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supersedeas, attachnments, and other renedial wits in all cases
pending in, or within the jurisdiction of, his court. He shal
have the authority to issue search warrants in his county or
district returnable to his own court or to any court of a justice

court judge within his county or district in the sanme manner

as * * * provided by law for the issuance of search warrants by

justice court judges. |In all cases pending in or wthin the

jurisdiction of his court, he shall have, in terntinme and in
vacation, the power to order, do or determ ne to the sane extent

and in the same nanner as a justice court judge, a circuit judge

or a chancellor could do in terntine or in vacation in such cases.
But he shall not have original power to issue wits of
injunction, or other renedial wits in equity or in |aw except in

those cases * * * gpecified in this section as being wthin his

jurisdiction._ * * * However, * * * when any judge or chancell or
authorized to issue such wits of injunction, or any other

equitable or legal renedial wits * * * reserved in this section,

directs in witing, the hearing of application for those wits may
be by himreferred to the county judge, in which event the * * *
direction of the superior judge shall vest in the * * * county
judge all authority to take such action on the application as the
* * * gyperior judge could have taken under the right and the |aw,
had the * * * application been at all tines before the * * *
superior judge. The jurisdiction authorized under the preceding
sent ence shall cease upon the denying or granting of the
appl i cation.

SECTION 12. Section 9-13-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD12]

9-13-17. The circuit judge, chancellor * * * or county judge
may, by an order spread upon the m nutes and nade a part of the
records of the court, appoint an additional court reporter for a
termor part of a termwhose duties, qualifications and

conpensation shall be the sanme as is now provided by |aw for
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official court reporters. The additional court reporter shall be
subject to the control of the judge or chancellor, as is now
provided by law for official court reporters, and the judge or
chancel | or shall have the additional power to termnate the

appoi ntment of such additional court reporter, whenever in his
opi nion the necessity for * * * an additional court reporter
ceases to exist, by placing upon the m nutes of the court an order
to that effect. The regular court reporter shall not draw any
conpensation while the assistant court reporter alone is serving;
however, in the event the assistant court reporter is serving
because of the illness of the regular court reporter, the court
may aut hori ze paynent of the assistant court reporter fromthe
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts without dimnution of the salary
of the regular court reporter, for a period not to exceed
forty-five (45) days in any one (1) cal endar year. However, in
any circuit, chancery, or county * * * court district wthin the
State of Mssissippi, if the judge or chancellor shall determnm ne
that in order to relieve the continuously crowded docket in his
district, or for other good cause shown, the appointnment of an
additional court reporter is necessary for the proper

adm ni stration of justice, he my, with the advice and consent of
the board of supervisors if the court district is conposed of a
single county and with the advice and consent of at |east one-half
(1/2) of the boards of supervisors if the court district is
conposed of nore than one (1) county, by an order spread upon the
m nutes and made a part of the records of the court, appoint an
addi tional court reporter. The additional court reporter shal
serve at the will and pl easure of the judge or chancellor, my be
a resident of any county of the state, and shall be paid a salary
desi gnated by the judge or chancellor not to exceed the salary
aut hori zed by Section 9-13-19. The salary of the additional court
reporter shall be paid by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, as

provided in Section 9-13-19; and ni |l eage shall be paid to the
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addi tional court reporter by the county as provided in the sane
section. The office of such additional court reporter appointed
under this section shall not be abolished or conpensation reduced
during the termof office of the appointing judge or chancell or
wi t hout the consent and approval of the appointing judge or
chancel | or.

SECTI ON 13. Section 9-13-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD13]

9-13-61. There shall be an official court reporter for each
county * * * court judge in the State of M ssissippi, to be
appoi nted by such judge, for the purpose of performng the
necessary and required stenographic work of the court or division
t hereof over which the appointing judge is presiding, that work to
be performed under the direction of such judge and in the sane
manner and to the sanme effect as is provided in the chapter on
court reporting.

Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the reporters

of those courts shall receive an annual salary of not |ess than
Twent y-four Thousand Dol |l ars ($24, 000.00) and may, at the
di scretion of the board of supervisors, receive a nonthly salary
equal to that of the reporter of the circuit court district
wherein the county lies, the sanme to be paid nonthly by the county
out of its general fund.

* * * However, * * * in any Class 1 county having a
popul ation in excess of fifty-six thousand (56, 000) persons
according to the 1970 federal decennial census, the reporter shal
receive a nonthly salary equal to that of the reporter of the
circuit court district in which the county * * * court lies, the
sane to be paid nonthly by the county out of its general fund.

In addition in any Cass 1 county bordering on the

M ssi ssippi River and which has * * * a national mlitary park and

national mlitary cenetery situated therein, and having a

popul ation in excess of forty-four thousand (44,000) according to
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the 1970 federal decennial census, the reporter shall receive a
monthly salary equal to that of the reporter of the circuit court
district in which the county lies, the same to be paid nonthly by
the county out of its general fund.

In addition in any Class 1 county bordering on the

M ssi ssi ppi R ver wherein U S. H ghways 61 and 84 intersect, and
having a popul ation in excess of thirty-seven thousand (37,000) in
the 1960 federal decennial census, the reporter shall receive a
nmonthly salary equal to that of the reporter of the circuit court
district in which the county lies, the sanme to be paid nonthly by
the county out of its general fund.

* * * |n addition to the foregoing conpensation, al
county * * * court reporters shall be paid the sane fees for
transcript of the record on appeals as are now or hereafter paid
circuit court reporters for like or simlar work.

SECTI ON 14. Section 23-15-975, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD14]

23-15-975. As used in Sections 23-15-974 through 23-15-985
of this subarticle, the term"judicial office" includes the office
of justice of the Suprene Court, judge of the Court of Appeals,
circuit judge, chancellor and county court judge * * *. Al such
justices and judges shall be full-tinme positions and such justices
and judges shall not engage in the practice of |aw before any
court, admnistrative agency or other judicial or quasi-judicial
forum except as provided by law for finalizing pending cases after
election to judicial office.

SECTION 15. All new prograns authorized under House Bill No.

, 2000 Regul ar Session, shall be subject to the availability
of funds specifically appropriated therefor by the Legislature
during the 2000 Regul ar Session or any subsequent session. It is
the intent of the Legislature that this act shall be codified but
that no anmendnent to a code section or repeal of a code section

enacted by this House Bill, No. |, 2000 Regul ar Session, shal
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take effect until the Legislature has funded any new prograns

aut hori zed under this act by line itemappropriation, the |ine

item appropriation to be certified by the Legi sl ative Budget

Ofice to the Secretary of State.
SECTION 16. This act shal
and after July 1, 2000.
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