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Moody To: Public Health and
Vel fare

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1050
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-1-28, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
EXTEND THE DATES REQUI RI NG THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES TO
DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT THE ON- LI NE ELECTRONI C BENEFI T TRANSFER
(EBT) SYSTEM FOR FOOD STAMPS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVI CES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF | NFORVATI ON TECHNOLOGY SERVI CES TO
UTI LI ZE EBT AGREEMENTS FROM OTHER STATES OR MULTI STATE COALI TI ON
AGREEMENTS; TO PROVI DE THAT | F THE STATE | S UNABLE TO ACQUI RE AN
EBT CONTRACT AFTER GO NG THROUGH THE APPROVED BI DDI NG PROCESS, THE
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF | NFORVATI ON
TECHNOLOGY SERVI CES MAY NEGOTI ATE A CONTRACT W TH ANY VENDOR WWHO
MEETS THEI R EBT REQUI REMENTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 43-1-28, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CRGL]

43-1-28. (1) The Departnment of Human Services shall devel op
an on-line electronic benefit transfer (EBT) systemfor the food
stanp programin Mssissippi as an alternative to issuing food
stanp coupons. The EBT system devel oped by the departnment under
this section shall (a) provide that food stanp benefits are stored
in and issued froma central conputer data base and are
el ectronically accessed by househol ds at the point of sale through
the use of reusable magnetic-stripe plastic cards; and (b) neet
all requirements and standards specified in 7 USCS Section 2016(i)
and the rules and regul ations issued under that provision for
approval by the Secretary of the United States Departnent of
Agri cul ture.

(2) The departnent shall finish devel opnent of the EBT
systemno | ater than Cctober 1, 2001, and shall submt an
application to the Secretary of the United States Departnent of

Agriculture for approval of the system After the EBT system has
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been approved, the departnent nmay, in its discretion, inplenent

and operate the systemas a pilot project in not |ess than five
(5) counties selected by the departnment, which counties shal
represent the different geographical areas, population |evels and
econonm c levels of the state. After the pilot project has been
eval uated and approved by the United States Departnent of
Agriculture, and subject to the availability of funds specifically
appropriated therefor, the system nmay be expanded statew de at a
rate determ ned by the Executive Director of the Departnent of
Human Servi ces. The system shall be expanded and i npl enent ed
statewi de not |later than Cctober 1, 2002.

(3) The department shall seek to obtain the maxi num anount
of federal financial participation available to fund the cost of
adm ni stering the EBT system

(4) The Department of Human Services nmay devel op an on-1line
el ectronic benefit transfer (EBT) systemfor the Tenporary
Assi stance for Needy Famlies (TANF) programin M ssissippi as an
alternative to issuing cash or voucher paynments. The EBT system
devel oped by the departnent under this section shall (a) provide
t hat TANF benefits are stored in and issued froma central
conput er data base and are electronically accessed; and (b) neet
all requirements and standards specified in the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996
(Public Law 104-193), and the rules and regul ati ons issued under
that act. The departnent shall seek to obtain the maxi num anount
of federal financial participation available to fund the cost of
adm ni stering the EBT system for TANF paynents.

(5) In order to facilitate the acquisition and depl oynent of

EBT products and services in M ssissippi, the Departnent of Hunan

Services (DHS) and the M ssissippi Departnment of | nformation

Technol ogy Services (MDITS), in their discretion, nmay utilize EBT

agreenents fromother states and/or nultistate coalition

agreenents that allow other states to acquire EBT products and

servi ces. If the state is unable to acquire an EBT contract after

goi ng t hrough the approved MDI TS bidding process, DHS and MDI TS

may neqgotiate an EBT contract with any vendor who neets the EBT

requi renents of DHS and MDITS.
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68 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
69 and after July 1, 2000.
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