M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Wallace, West To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1013

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 97-37-1, M SSI SSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVI DE THAT ANY PERSON TVENTY- ONE YEARS OR OLDER MAY CARRY A

3 FI REARM OR DEADLY WEAPQN; TO PROVI DE THAT PERSONS OVER THE AGE OF
4 EI GHTEEN, BUT UNDER THE AGE OF TVENTY- ONE MUST HAVE THEI R PARENTS
5 CONSENT TO POSSESS A FlI REARM OR DEADLY WEAPON;, TO PROVI DE THAT THE
6 PARENT G VI NG CONSENT SHALL SI GN AN AFFI DAVI T STATI NG THAT HE IS
7 G VING CONSENT FOR THE M NOR TO POSSESS A FI REARM OR DEADLY

8 WEAPQON, TO PROVI DE THAT THE COWM SSI ONER OF PUBLI C SAFETY SHALL

9 PREPARE AND APPROVE THE FORM FOR THE AFFI DAVI T; AND FOR RELATED
10 PURPCSES.

11 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
12 SECTION 1. Section 97-37-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

13 amended as foll ows:

14 97-37-1. (1) Except as otherw se provided in Section

15 45-9-101, any person who carries, concealed in whole or in part,
16 any bowie knife, dirk knife, butcher knife, swtchblade knife,

17 metallic knuckles, blackjack, slingshot, pistol, revolver, or any
18 rifle with a barrel of |ess than sixteen (16) inches in |ength, or
19 any shotgun with a barrel of |ess than eighteen (18) inches in
20 length, machine gun or any fully automatic firearmor deadly
21 weapon, or any nuffler or silencer for any firearm whether or not
22 it is acconmpanied by a firearm or uses or attenpts to use agai nst
23 another person any imtation firearm shall upon conviction be
24  puni shed as foll ows:
25 (a) By a fine of not | ess than One Hundred Dol |l ars
26 ($100.00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or by
27 inprisonnment in the county jail for not nmore than six (6) nonths,
28 or both, in the discretion of the court, for the first conviction
29 under this section.
30 (b) By a fine of not | ess than One Hundred Dol |l ars
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($100. 00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00), and
i mprisonnment in the county jail for not less than thirty (30) days
nor nore than six (6) nonths, for the second conviction under this
section.

(c) By inprisonnent in the State Penitentiary for not
| ess than one (1) year nor nore than five (5) years, for the third
or nore convictions under this section.

(d) By inprisonnent in the State Penitentiary for not
| ess than one (1) year nor nore than five (5) years for any person
previ ously convicted of any felony who is convicted under this
section.

(2) It shall not be a violation of this section for any

person who is the age of twenty-one (21) years or older to carry a

firearmor deadly weapon concealed in whole or in part within the
confines of his own honme or his place of business, or any real
property associated with his hone or business or within any notor

vehi cl e. However, any person over the age of eighteen (18), but

under the age of twenty-one (21) may carry a firearmor deadly

weapon in accordance with this subsection, if he has the consent

of a parent or gquardian. The parent or quardi an giving consent

must present, to the Departnent of Public Safety, a signed

affidavit, his signature being witnessed and acknow edged by a

notary public or other person authorized under the laws of this

state to adm ni ster oaths, stating that he is the parent or

guardi an of the mnor, and that he is qgiving his consent to allow

the minor to possess a firearmor deadly weapon. The formfor the

affidavit is to be prepared and approved by the Conm ssioner of

Public Safety.

(3) It shall not be a violation of this section for any
person to carry a firearmor deadly weapon conceal ed in whol e or
in part if the possessor of the weapon is then engaged in a
| egiti mate weapon-rel ated sports activity or is going to or

returning fromsuch activity. For purposes of this subsection,
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"l egitimate weapon-rel ated sports activity" means hunting,

fishing, target shooting or any other |egal sports activity which

normal Iy involves the use of a firearmor other weapon.

SECTION 2. This act shal
and after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force from



