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HOUSE BI LL NO. 946

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-158, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT | NVATE TELEPHONE CALL COWM SSI ONS SHALL BE
RETAI NED BY EACH CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY THAT COLLECTS THE TELEPHONE
COW SSI ONS AND TO REQUI RE THE CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TI ES TO PROPCSE
AND SUBM T A PLAN FOR EXPENDI TURE OF THE FUNDS TO THE DEPARTMENT
OF CORRECTI ONS FOR THE COW SSI ON' S APPROVAL; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-158, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-158. (1) The departnent is authorized to maintain a
bank account which shall be designated as the Inmate Wl fare Fund.

Al'l nmonies now held in a simlar fund for the benefit and welfare
of inmates shall be deposited into the Inmate Wl fare Fund. This
fund shall be used for the benefit and welfare of inmates in the
cust ody of the departnent.

(2) There shall be deposited into the Inmate Wl fare Fund
interest previously earned on inmate deposits, all net profits
fromthe operation of inmate canteens, the annual prison rodeo,
performances of the Penitentiary band, interest earned on the
| nmat e Wl fare Fund and ot her revenues designated by the
comm ssioner. Al noney shall be deposited into the Inmate
Wel fare Fund as provided in Section 7-9-21, M ssissippi Code of
1972.

(3) Al inmate tel ephone call conmm ssions generated by

i nnat e tel ephone calls shall be retained by the correctional

facility that collects the tel ephone conm SSi ons. Each

correctional facility shall propose and subnmt and plan for
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expendi ture of the funds to the Departnment of Corrections for the

conmi ssion's approval before the funds may be expended. No such

funds may be expended by a correctional facility except as

aut hori zed by the conmi ssi on.

* * %

(4) The conm ssioner may invest in the manner authorized by
| aw any noney in the Inmate Welfare Fund that is not necessary for
i mredi ate use, and the interest earned shall be deposited in the
| nmat e Wl fare Fund.

(5) The Deputy Conmi ssioner for Adm nistration and Fi nance
shall be the custodian of the Inmate Welfare Fund. He shal
establish and inplenment internal accounting controls that conply
wi th generally accepted accounting principles. The Deputy
Comm ssi oner for Adm nistration and Fi nance shall prepare and
i ssue quarterly consolidated and individual facility financial
statenents to the prison auditor of the Joint Legislative
Comm ttee on Performance Eval uation and Expenditure Review. The
deputy comm ssioner shall prepare an annual report which shal
i nclude a summary of expenditures fromthe fund by ngjor
categories and by individual facility. This annual report shal
be sent to the prison auditor, the Legislative Budget Ofice, the
Chai rman of the Corrections Committee of the Senate, and the
Chai rman of the Penitentiary Conmittee of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(6) A portion of the Inmate Wl fare Fund shall be deposited
in the D scharged O fenders Revol ving Fund, as created under
Section 47-5-155, in anmobunts necessary to provide a balance not to
exceed One Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($100, 000.00) in the
D scharged O fenders Revol ving Fund, and shall be used to
suppl emrent those anobunts paid to di scharged, paroled or pardoned
of fenders fromthe departnent. The superintendent of the Parchman
facility shall establish equitable criteria for the nmaking of
suppl ement al paynents whi ch shall not exceed Two Hundred Dol | ars
($200.00) for any offender. The supplenmental paynments shall be
subj ect to the approval of the comm ssioner. The State Treasurer
shall not be required to replenish the Di scharged O fenders

Revol ving Fund for the suppl enental paynments made to di scharged,
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par ol ed or pardoned of f enders.

(7) The Inmate Welfare Fund Conmittee is hereby created and
shal | be conposed of five (5) nenbers: The Deputy Comm ssioner
for Community Services, the Superintendent of the Parchman
facility, the Superintendent of the Rankin County facility, the
Superintendent of the Greene County facility, and one (1) nenber
to be appointed by the Comm ssioner of Corrections. The nenber
appoi nted by the comm ssioner shall be the chairman of the
commttee. The conmttee shall adm nister and supervise the
operations and expenditures fromthe Inmate Wl fare Fund and shal
mai ntain an official mnute book upon which shall be spread its
aut hori zation and approval for all such expenditures. The
commttee may promul gate regul ati ons governi ng the use and
expenditures of the fund.

(8) The Departnent of Audit shall conduct an annual
conprehensive audit of the Inmate Wl fare Fund.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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