M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Robinson (84th), Stevens, Barbour, To: Transportation
Chi sm Eads, Fornby, Ketchings, Ryals,
Rushi ng

HOUSE BI LL NO. 921
(As Sent to Governor)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-411, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO I NCREASE THE AMOUNT OF PROPERTY DAMAGE TO A MOTOR VEHI CLE

3 I NVOLVED | N AN ACCI DENT THAT IS REQUI RED BEFORE THE DRI VER MJST

4 NMAKE CERTAIN REPORTS TO THE LOCAL POLI CE DEPARTMENT, THE SHERI FF' S
5 OFFI CE OR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY; AND FOR RELATED

6 PURPGCSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 63-3-411, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as follows:

10 63-3-411. (1) The driver of a vehicle involved in an

11 accident resulting in injury to or death of any person or total

12 property damage to an apparent extent of Five Hundred Dol lars

13 ($500.00) or more shall inmediately, by the quickest neans of

14 communi cation, give notice of the collision to the |ocal police
15 departnment if the collision occurs within an incorporated

16 municipality, or if the collision occurs outside of an

17 incorporated nmunicipality to the nearest sheriff's office or

18 highway patrol station

19 (2) The driver of a vehicle involved in an acci dent
20 resulting ininjury to or death of any person or total property
21 danmge to an apparent extent of One Thousand Dol lars ($1,000.00)
22 or nore shall forward within ten (10) days after such accident, a
23 witten report of such accident to the departnent.
24 (3) The departnment may require any driver of a vehicle
25 involved in an accident, of which report nust be nmade as provided
26 in this section, to file supplenental reports whenever the
27 original report is insufficient in the opinion of the departnent.
28 Additionally, the departnent may require w tnesses of accidents to
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render reports to the departnent.

(4) It shall be the duty of the highway patrol or the
sheriff's office to investigate all accidents required to be
reported by this section when the accident occurs outside the
corporate limts of a nmunicipality, and it shall be the duty of
the police departnent of each nunicipality to investigate al
accidents required to be reported by this section when the
accidents occur within the corporate limts of the municipality.

Every | aw enforcenment officer who investigates an acci dent as
required by this subsection, whether the investigation is made at
the scene of the accident or by subsequent investigation and
interviews, shall forward within six (6) days after conpleting the
investigation a witten report of the accident to the departnent
if the accident occurred outside the corporate limts of a
muni ci pality, or to the police departnment of the nunicipality if
the accident occurred within the corporate limts of such
muni ci pality. Police departnents shall forward such reports to
the departnent within six (6) days of the date of the accident.

(5) \Whenever an engineer of a railroad | oconotive, or other
person in charge of a train, is required to show proof of his
identity under the provisions of this article, in connection with
operation of such | oconotive, to any |aw enforcenent officer, such
person shall not be required to display his operator's or
chauffeur's |license but shall display his railroad enpl oyee
nunber.

(6) In addition to the information required on the
"statewide uniformtraffic accident report” forns provided by
Section 63-3-415, the departnent shall require the parties
i nvol ved in an accident and the wi tnesses of such accident to
furnish their phone nunbers in order to assist the investigation
by | aw enforcenent officers.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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