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El lington To: Public Uilities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 874

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 77-3-509, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE ADVI SORY COVM TTEE ON
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS SERVI CE FOR THE DEAF AND HEARI NG | MPAI RED AND
TO AUTHORI ZE THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COMM SSI ON TO DESI GNATE A
SUCCESSOR ORGANI ZATI ON TO BE REPRESENTED ON THE COW TTEE I F A
SPECI FI ED ORGANI ZATI ON CEASES TO EXI ST; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 77-3-509, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

77-3-509. (1) On or before August 1, 1990, the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion shall appoint an advisory comrittee to nonitor
the statew de tel ecomunications relay access service and advi se
and nmake recommendations to the Public Service Conm ssion in
pur sui ng servi ces which nmeet the needs of the hearing or speech
inmpaired and others simlarly inpaired in conmunicating with other
users of tel econmunications services.

(2) The advisory conmittee shall be conposed of:

(a) One (1) deaf person reconmended by the M ssissipp
Associ ation of the Deaf;

(b) One (1) speech or hearing inpaired person
reconmended by the M ssissippi Association for Retired Persons;

(c) One (1) person recommended by the Coalition of

Citizens with Disabilities;
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(d) One (1) representative of telecomunications
utilities chosen froma list of candi dates provided by the
M ssi ssi ppi / Al abama Tel ephone Associ ati on;

(e) One (1) representative of the M ssissippi Speech
and Hearing Association;

(f) One (1) representative of the Veterans
Adm ni stration;

(g0 One (1) representative from Vocati ona
Rehabi |l i tati on Deaf Servi ces;
* ok

(h) ©One (1) hearing inpaired representative of the
M ssi ssi ppi School for the Deaf;

(i) Two (2) representatives chosen fromthe Public
Servi ce Comm ssion's staff and enpl oyees;

(j) One (1) person recommended by the Public Wilities

Committee of the House of Representatives;

(k) One (1) person recommended by the Public Utilities

Committee of the Senate;

(1) One (1) representative fromthe provider of the DPR
service; and

(m Three (3) "at large"” individuals who have
particular skills, know edge, experience or ability but who are
not necessarily speech or hearing inpaired or otherw se affiliated
wi th an organi zation serving the speech or hearing inpaired.

The conmi ssion, in its discretion, nay nane a successor or

simlar organi zation to be represented on the commttee if an

organi zation or agency naned in this subsection ceases to exist.

(3) The committee shall be appointed based on candi date
nanes submtted by the recomrendi ng agency or organi zation. Each
menber of the advisory commttee shall serve for a termof two (2)

years. A nenber whose term has expired shall continue to serve
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until a qualified replacenent is appointed. The nenbers of the
advi sory commttee shall serve w thout conpensation but shall be

entitled to rei nbursenent for travel and expenses incurred in the

performance of their official duties and per diem which shall be

paid out of the trust fund on the sane basis established for state
enpl oyees * * *,
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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