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Ni chol son, Chism To: Transportation;
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 719

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A STATE- ASSI STED LOCAL ROAD CONSTRUCTI ON
AND MAI NTENANCE PROGRAM FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG FI NANCI AL
ASSI STANCE TO COUNTI ES AND MUNI CI PALI TI ES | N THE CONSTRUCTI ON,
RECONSTRUCTI ON AND MAI NTENANCE OF HI GHWAYS, ROADS AND STREETS THAT
ARE NOT | NCLUDED ON THE STATE H GHWAY SYSTEM OR THE STATE Al D ROAD
SYSTEM TO PROVI DE THAT THE PROGRAM SHALL BE ADM NI STERED BY THE
OFFI CE OF STATE Al D ROAD CONSTRUCTI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) There is established a state-assisted | ocal

road construction and nai ntenance programto be adm ni stered by
the Ofice of State Ald Road Construction for the purpose of
provi di ng financial assistance to counties in the construction,
reconstruction, overlaying, repair and mai ntenance of hi ghways,
roads and streets that are not included on the state hi ghway
systemor on the state aid road system

(2) There is created in the State Treasury a special fund to
be designated as the "State-assisted County Road Construction and
Mai nt enance Fund." The State Fiscal O ficer shall transfer the
sum of Twenty-five MIlion Dollars ($25,000,000.00) fromthe State
General Fund to the special fund each fiscal year during fisca
years 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005. The transfer for each
fiscal year shall be nade in four (4) equal quarterly paynents,

with the first paynment in each fiscal year to be made on July 1.
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Such nonies as are deposited into the fund under the provisions of
this section shall be allocated and distributed by the State A d
Engi neer, upon | egislative appropriation, equally to each of the
counties, and there shall be no deduction by the State A d

Engi neer for adm nistrative expenses of the Ofice of State Aid
Road Construction. Unexpended anmounts remai ning in the special
fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse to the State
General Fund, and any interest earned on anounts in the fund shal
be deposited to the credit of the fund.

(3) Each county that receives nonies fromthe State-assisted
County Road Construction and Mii ntenance Fund, shall establish a
special fund in the county treasury; and all nonies received by
the county fromthe State-assisted County Road Construction and
Mai nt enance Fund, along with any other avail able nonies that the
county may designate, shall be deposited into the special fund of
the county. Mnies in the county special fund may not be expended
for any purpose except for expenses related to the construction,
reconstruction, overlaying, repair and mai ntenance of hi ghways,
roads and streets within the county that is not included on the
state highway systemor on the state aid road system The State
Department of Audit shall have authority and responsibility to
make annual audits and investigations of all funds deposited to
and expended from such special fund of the county.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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