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For mby To:  Apportionnent and
El ections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 703

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-976, TO DELETE THE PROVI SI ON
VH CH PROHI BI TS POLI TI CAL PARTI ES FROM ENDORSI NG ANY CANDI DATE FOR
A NONPARTI SAN JUDI CI AL OFFI CE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-976, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-976. A judicial office is a nonpartisan office and a
candidate for election thereto is prohibited from canpai gni ng or
qual i fying for such an office based on party affiliation. The
Legislature finds that in order to ensure that canpaigns for
nonparti san judicial office remain nonpartisan and w t hout any
connection to a political party, political parties and any
commttee or political conmttee affiliated with a political party
shall not engage in fund-raising on behalf of a candi date or
of fi cehol der of a nonpartisan judicial office, a political party
or any commttee or political conmttee affiliated with a
political party nake any contribution to a candi date for
nonpartisan judicial office or the political comrttee of a

candi date for nonpartisan judicial office; however, a political

party or any commttee or political conmttee affiliated with a

political party may endorse publicly any candidate for nonpartisan
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judicial office. No candidate or candidate's political commttee
for nonpartisan judicial office shall accept a contribution froma
political party or any commttee or political commttee affiliated
with a political party.

SECTION 2. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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