M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Mers, Flaggs, Flening, G bbs, Geen, To: Judiciary A
M ddl et on, Perkins, Wallace, West

HOUSE BI LL NO. 681

|_\

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-29-107, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
2 TO REVI SE THE AGE REQUI REMENT FOR AGENTS OF THE BUREAU OF
3 NARCOTI CS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGOSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
5 SECTION 1. Section 41-29-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
6 anended as follows:

7 41-29-107. There is hereby created the Bureau of Narcotics
8 wthin, and under the supervision of, the M ssissippi Departnent

9 of Public Safety. The said bureau shall have as chi ef

10 admnistrative officer a director who shall be appointed by the
11 CGovernor with the advice and consent of the Senate. The director
12 is enpowered to enploy or appoint necessary agents. The said

13 director may al so enpl oy such secretarial, clerical and

14 administrative personnel, including a duly |licensed attorney, as
15 necessary for the operation of the bureau, and shall have such

16 quarters, equipnment and facilities as needed. The salary and

17 qualifications of the attorney authorized by this section shall be
18 fixed by the director, but the salary shall not exceed the salary
19 authorized for an Assistant Attorney Ceneral who perfornms simlar
20 duties.

21 The director and agents so appointed shall be citizens of the
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United States and of the State of M ssissippi, and of good noral
character. The agents shall be not |ess than twenty-one (21)
* * * years of age at the tine of such appointnment. |In addition
thereto, those appointed shall have satisfactorily conpleted at
| east two (2) years of college studies. However, tw (2) years of
satisfactory service as a |aw enforcenent officer and the
conpl etion of the prescribed course of study at a school operated
by the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, U S. Justice
Department, shall satisfy one (1) year of such coll ege studies,
and four (4) years of satisfactory service as a | aw enforcenent
of ficer and the conpletion of the prescribed course of study at
such federal bureau school as stated heretofore shall fully
satisfy the two (2) years of college requirenent. The director
shall also be required to conplete a prescribed course of study at
a school operated by the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs,
U.S. Justice Departnent.

During the period of the first twelve (12) nonths after
appoi ntment, any enpl oyee of the bureau shall be subject to
dism ssal at the will of the director. After twelve (12) nonths
service, no enployee of the bureau shall be subject to dism ssal
unl ess charges have been filed with the director, show ng cause
for dism ssal of said enployee of the bureau. A date shall be set
for hearing before the director and the enployee notified in
witing of the date of such hearing and of the charges filed. Said
hearing shall be held not |ess than ten (10) days after
notification to the enployee. After said hearing, at which the
enpl oyee shall be entitled to | egal counsel, a witten order of
the director shall be necessary for dism ssal and the decision
shall be final. Any such order of the director shall be a public
record and subject to inspection as such.

The Conmi ssioner of Public Safety may assign nmenbers of the
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M ssi ssi ppi Highway Safety Patrol, regardl ess of age, to the
bureau at the request of the director of the bureau; however, when
any hi ghway patrol man or other enployee, agent or official of the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety is assigned to duty with,
or is enployed by, the bureau, he shall not be subject to
assignment or transfer to any other bureau or departnent within
the M ssissippi Departnment of Public Safety except by the
director. Any highway patrol man assigned to duty with the bureau
shall retain his status as a hi ghway patrol man, but shall be under
t he supervision of the director. For purposes of seniority within
t he hi ghway safety patrol and for purposes of retirenent under the
M ssi ssi ppi Highway Safety Patrol Retirenent System highway
patrol men assigned to the bureau will be credited as if performng
duty with the highway safety patrol

The director may enter into contracts or agreenents with the
State Board of Health for purposes of recruitnent and screening of
applicants through the nerit system

The director may enter into agreenents with bureaus or
departnments of other states or of the United States for the
exchange or tenporary assignment of agents for special undercover
assignnments and for performance of specific duties.

The director is hereby authorized to assign agents of the

bureau to such duty and to request and accept agents from such
ot her bureaus or departnents for such duty.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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