M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

Broonfield, Bailey, Blacknon, Ellis, To:  Apportionnent and

Fl aggs, Fleming, G bbs, Geen, Henderson, El ections
M ddl et on, Mak, Perkins, Robinson (63rd),
Smth (39th), Straughter, Watson, West
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 650

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT I F AN ELECTED OFFI Cl AL CHANGES
PCLI TI CAL PARTI ES DURI NG H' S TERM OF OFFI CE, HE SHALL RESIGN H' S
OFFI CE AND THE OFFI CE SHALL BE DECLARED VACANT, UNLESS THE CHANGE
OCCURS W THI N SI X MONTHS OF A REGULAR ELECTION TO FI LL THAT
OFFI CE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. |If an elected official registers with a political
party, during his termof office, that is a different politica
party fromthe political party to which he paid qualifying fees as
a candidate for the office he currently holds, then the elected
official shall resign his office and the office to which he was
el ected shall be declared vacant inmediately by the Secretary of
State or by the proper election comm ssion, and the office shal
be filled by special election or as otherw se provided by | aw
Registering with a different political party for reelection to the
office the official currently holds or for election to another
of fice shall not render an office vacant if a regular election
will be held to fill the office he currently holds within six (6)
nont hs of the candi date changing political parties.

SECTION 2. The Attorney CGeneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,

or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
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Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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