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| shee, Masterson, Smith (27th), Zuber To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 582

AN ACT TO REQUI RE HOVE SCHOCOLED CHI LDREN TO PARTI CI PATE I N
THE UNI FORM STATEW DE ASSESSMVENT TESTI NG PROGRAM TO REQUI RE LOCAL
SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO PROVI DE NOTI CE OF THE TESTI NG REQUI REMENT TO
PARENTS OF SUCH CHI LDREN WHOSE GRADE LEVEL | S BEI NG TESTED DURI NG
THAT SCHOCL YEAR AND TO ACCOVMODATE HOME SCHOOLED CHI LDREN DURI NG
THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE TESTS; TO REQUI RE THE STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP A LI ST OF ALTERNATI VE ASSESSMENTS THAT MAY BE
TAKEN BY HOVE SCHOCOLED STUDENTS IN LI EU OF THEI R PARTI Cl PATION I N
THE STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsection

(4) of this section, beginning with the 2000-2001 school year,
each conpul sory-school -age child who is being educated in a hone
instruction programshall participate in the uniform statew de
assessnment testing programrequired under Section 37-16-3 in order
to verify that the student is performng at or above the m ni num
per formance standards approved by the State Board of Education for
the student's appropriate grade |evel. For the purposes of this
section, "appropriate grade |level" neans the grade in which public
school students typically are enrolled when such students are the
sanme age as the child in the home instruction program and not the
grade level at which the child in the honme instruction program
purportedly is performng.

(2) Each local school district shall provide notice of the
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testing requirenent established under this section to the parent,
guardi an or custodi an of each conpul sory-school-age child in a
hone instruction programwho is the sanme age as the students
typically enrolled in a grade in which the uniformtests are being
adm ni stered during that school year. To assist the school
district in providing this notice, before Septenber 30 of each
year, the school attendance officer shall provide a copy of the
certificate of enrollnent for each conpul sory-school-age child in
a honme instruction programresiding in the school district to the
school district superintendent. Based upon the age of the child
as reflected on the certificate of enrollnent, the school district
pronptly shall notify, in witing, the appropriate parents,

guardi ans and custodi ans of the testing requirenents, the dates
and tines that the tests will be admnistered in the school
district and the location to which a child in a hone instruction
program nust report to participate in the test. The notice al so
must include a listing of those tests or assessnent instrunents
that the State Board of Education recognizes as alternative nmeans
to verify that the student is performng at or above the m ni num
performance standards approved by the State Board of Education for
the student's appropriate grade |evel.

(3) School districts shall provide appropriate
accomodations for the participation of the conpul sory-school -age
children in hone instruction prograns in the uniform statew de
assessnent testing program

(4) The State Board of Education shall adopt a list of tests
and assessnent instrunents that the board recognizes as valid,
alternative neans to establish the performance | evel of a student
in a hone instruction program A parent, guardi an or custodi an of
a conpul sory-school -age child in a honme instruction program nmay

submt docunentation of the child' s results on these tests or
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assessnents to the | ocal school

board in lieu of the child

participating in the statew de assessnment program

SECTION 2. This act shal

and after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force from



