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Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 518

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-19-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT ONE TEACHER UNIT SHALL BE ALLOTTED FOR EACH 20 PUPI LS
I N AVERAGE DAI LY ATTENDANCE I N KI NDERGARTEN AND GRADES 1-4 FOR
PURPOSES OF M NI MUM EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FUNDI NG AND TO CHANGE THE
MAXI MUM TEACHER- PUPI L RATI O I N THOSE GRADES TO 1:20; TO AVEND
SECTI ON 37-151-77, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO CHANGE THE NMAXI MUM
TEACHER- PUPI L RATI O | N THOSE GRADES UNDER THE M SSI SSI PPl ADEQUATE
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM TO 1: 20; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-19-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-19-5. (1) The total nunber of teachers included in the
program for each school district shall not be in excess of the
nunber of teachers enployed or the nunber of teacher units
al | oned, whi chever nunber is smaller. The nunber of teacher units
shall be determi ned by the State Departnment of Education for each
school district for the current year as follows: For Kindergarten
and Gades 1, 2, 3 and 4, one (1) teacher unit shall be allotted

for each twenty (20) pupils in average daily attendance for the

prior school year or for nonths two (2) and three (3) of the
current year, whichever is greater, and for all other grades, one
(1) teacher unit shall be allotted for each twenty-seven (27)
pupils in average daily attendance for the prior school year or

for nonths two (2) and three (3) of the current year, whichever is
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greater. A remaining major fraction of a unit shall be counted as
a whole unit. It shall be the duty of the State Departnent of
Education to determ ne that each school district actually has

enpl oyed in Kindergarten and Grades 1, 2, 3 and 4, a nunber of
teachers which shall not be fewer than the earned units cal cul ated
in accordance with this subsection and, to that end, the State
Depart ment of Education is enpowered to make regul ati ons not

i nconsistent with this chapter which are reasonably necessary to

i npl enent and assure its conpliance. No teacher nay be included
in such nunber of teachers unless he spends not |ess than
seventy-five percent (75% of his working time in actual classroom
instruction in Kindergarten and Gades 1, 2, 3 and 4, and the
State Departnent of Education shall require the school district to
certify, under oath of a person infornmed of such matters, and

aut hori zed by the school district governing authority to do so,
that only such teachers have been so included in that nunber. |If
a school district enploys nore teachers than the teacher units
allotted, the State Departnent of Education shall use the teachers
of highest training and nunber of years experience in determning
the allotnment for salaries. It is the intent of the Legislature
that the additional teachers provided herein for Kindergarten and
Grades 1, 2, 3 and 4 shall be utilized exclusively in Kindergarten
and in those grades, and that such classes shall not exceed a

maxi mum nunber of twenty (20) students in enrollnment at any tine

during the school termunless exenpted under rules and regul ations
pronul gated by the State Board of Education providing for

har dshi p, energency or other special situations. 1In addition, the
total nunber of students that nay be taught by an individual
teacher in core subjects at any tinme during the school year shal
not exceed one hundred fifty (150) unless exenpted under the rules

and regul ati ons pronul gated by the State Board of Education. Any
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such exenption regardi ng the maxi num nunber of students per class
or per individual teacher shall be certified by the |ocal board of
education to the State Departnent of Education with each nonthly
average daily attendance report. In the event any school district
nmeets Level 4 or 5 accreditation standards, the State Board of
Education may, in its discretion, exenpt such school district from
t he maxi num pupil -teacher ratio in Gades 1, 2, 3 and 4 prescribed
her ei n.

(2) One-half (1/2) of a teacher unit shall be added to the
teacher unit allotnment for each school district for each
vocati onal teacher enployed full time during the regular schoo
termin a vocational education program approved by the State
Department of Education. For each teacher enployed in a
vocational programless than full time, the additional one-half
(1/2) teacher unit shall be prorated by the percentage of tine
spent in the vocational program M ninum program funds will be
allotted based on the type of certificate and nunber of years
t eachi ng experience held by each approved vocational teacher.

(3) One (1) additional teacher unit shall be added to the
teacher unit allotnment for each school district for each teacher
enployed in a State Departnent of Education approved program for
exceptional children as defined in Section 37-23-3, except that
only seventy percent (709 of a teacher unit will be approved for
the program for three- and four-year-old exceptional children.
Exceptional children as defined in Section 37-23-3 who are under
the age of three (3) years shall receive teacher units for each
teacher enployed in an approved program for those children.
However, notw thstandi ng the cal cul ati on of teacher units as
defined in subsection (1) above, exceptional children enrolled in
a self-contained class, as defined by the State Departnent of

Education, shall not be counted in average daily attendance when
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determ ning the regular teacher unit allocation. M ninmum program
funds will be allotted based on the type of certificate and the
nunber of years teachi ng experience held by each approved
exceptional education teacher.

(4) In addition to the all owances provi ded above, for each
handi capped child who is being educated by a public school
district or is placed in accord with Section 37-23-77 and whose
i ndi vi dual i zed educational program (I EP) requires an extended
school year in accord with the State Departnent of Education
criteria, a sufficient anmount of m ninmum program funds shall be
al l ocated for the purpose of providing the educational services
the student requires. The State Board of Education shal
pronul gate such regulations as are required to insure the
equitable distribution of these funds. All costs for the extended
school year for a particular sumer shall be reinbursed from
m ni num program funds appropriated for the fiscal year beginning
July 1 of that summer. |If sufficient funds are not nade avail able
to finance all of the required educational services, the State
Depart ment of Education shall expend available funds in such a
manner that it does not Iimt the availability of appropriate
education to handi capped students nore severely than it does to
nonhandi capped st udents.

(5) The State Departnent of Education is * * * authorized to
mat ch m ni mum program funds al |l ocated for provision of services to
handi capped children with D vision of Medicaid funds to provide
| anguage- speech servi ces, physical therapy and occupati onal
t herapy to handi capped students who neet State Departnent of

Educati on or Division of Medicaid standards and who are Medicaid
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eligible. * * * The State Departnment of Education also is

aut horized to pay such m ni num program funds as may be required as
a match directly to the Division of Medicaid pursuant to an
agreenent to be devel oped between the State Departnent of
Education and the Division of Medicaid.

(6) In the event of an inordinately |arge nunber of
absentees in any school district as a result of epidem c, natural
di saster, or any concerted activity discouraging school
attendance, then in such event school attendance for the purposes
of determ ning teacher units shall be based upon the average daily
attendance for the three (3) preceding school years for such
school district.

(7) In addition to the allotnents provi ded above, a school
district may provide a program of education and instruction to
children ages five (5) years through twenty-one (21) years, who
are resident citizens of the State of M ssissippi, who cannot have
their educational needs net in a regular public school program and
who have not finished or graduated from high school, if those
children are determ ned by conpetent nedical authorities and
psychol ogi sts to need placenent in a state licensed facility for
inpatient treatnment, day treatnent or residential treatnment or a
t herapeutic group honme. Such program shall operate under rules,
regul ati ons, policies and standards of school districts as
determ ned by the State Board of Education. |[If a private school
approved by the State Board of Education is operated as an
integral part of the state |licensed facility that provides for the
treatment of such children, the private school within the facility

may provide a program of education, instruction and training to
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such children by requesting the State Departnent of Education to
al l ocate one (1) teacher unit or a portion of a teacher unit for
each approved class. The facility shall be responsible for
providing for any additional costs of the program

M ni mum program funds will be allotted based on the type of
certificate and nunber of years' teaching experience held by each
approved teacher. Such children shall not be counted in average
dai |y attendance when determ ning the regular teacher unit
al | ocati on.

SECTION 2. Section 37-151-77, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-151-77. Pupil-teacher ratio. To qualify for funds
provided in this chapter, each school district shall not exceed a

pupi |l -teacher ratio based on enrollnment in Kindergarten and G ades

1, 2, 3 and 4 as follows: 20:1.

For Grades * * * 5 through 12, the pupil-teacher ratio shal
be determ ned based on appropriate accreditati on standards
devel oped by the M ssissippi Comm ssion on School Accreditation.

Any local district may apply to the State Board of Education
for approval of a waiver to this section by submtting and
justifying an alternative educational programto serve the needs
of enrollment in G ades Kindergarten and 1 through 4. The State
Board of Education shall approve or disapprove of such waiver
forty-five (45) days after receipt of such application. [If a
school district violates the provisions of this section, the state
aid for the ensuing fiscal year to such school district shall be
reduced by the percentage variance that the actual pupil-teacher

ratios in such school district has to the required pupil-teacher
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rati os mandated in this section. * * * Notw thstanding the
provi sions of this section, the State Board of Education is
aut hori zed to waive the pupil-teacher requirenents specified
herein upon a finding that a good faith effort is being nmade by
t he school district concerned to conply with the ratio provisions
but that for I|ack of classroom space which was beyond its control ,
it is physically inpossible for the district to conply, and the
cost of tenporary classroom space cannot be justified. In the
event any school district neets Level 4 or 5 accreditation
standards, the State Board of Education may, in its discretion,
exenpt such school district fromthe maxi mum pupil-teacher ratio
in Gades 1, 2, 3 and 4 prescribed herein.

SECTION 3. Section 1 of this act shall take effect and be in
force fromand after July 1, 1999. Section 2 of this act shal

take effect and be in force fromand after July 1, 2002.
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