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HOUSE BI LL NO. 485

AN ACT TO CREATE THE G VIL RIGHTS DIVISION IN THE OFFI CE OF
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL; TO PROVI DE THAT THE CIVIL RI GHTS DI VI SI ON
SHALL | NVESTI GATE AND PRCSECUTE CI VIL RI GHATS VI OLATI ONS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. There is created and established within the

Ofice of the Attorney General the "Civil Rights D vision" which
shall be charged with the investigation and prosecution of civil
rights cases. The Attorney General shall enploy the necessary
personnel to carry out the provisions of this act.

SECTION 2. (1) The Gvil Rights Division shall investigate

and prosecute civil and crimnal cases which result fromacts of
di scrim nati on agai nst a person because of the actual or perceived
race, color, ancestry, ethnicity, religion, national origin or
gender of the person.

(2) The Cvil Rghts Division may bring an action in the
nane of the state agai nst any person who commits an act of
di scrim nati on agai nst a person because of the actual or perceived
race, color, ancestry, ethnicity, religion, national origin or
gender of the person.

SECTION 3. The Legislature shall annually appropriate funds

to defray the costs of operating the Gvil Rights Division.
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23 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

24 and after July 1, 2000.
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