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Wat son To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 483

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 85-5-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE JO NT AND SEVERAL LI ABI LI TY AS BETWEEN JO NT TORT- FEASORS
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 85-5-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

85-5-7. In any action for danmages where judgnent is rendered

agai nst two (2) or nore defendants, jointly and severally, as

joint tort-feasors, the defendants agai nst whom such a judgnent is

rendered shall share equally the obligation inposed by such

judgnent, and if one (1) of such defendants pays an anount greater

than the total sum of the judgnment divided by the nunber of

def endant s agai nst whom t he judgnent was rendered, then the other

def endants shall be jointly and severally liable to himfor the

anpunt so paid in excess of his proportionate part; provided that

no defendant shall be liable to any other defendant for nore than

his proportionate share of the original judgnent.

Provided further, that in determning, for the purpose of the

above contribution, the nunber of defendants agai nst whom t he

j udgnent has been rendered, an enployer and his enpl oyee, or a

princi pal and his agent, shall be considered as one (1) defendant
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when the liability of such enployer or principal has been caused

by the wongful or neqligent act or comm ssion of his enpl oyee or

agent .

Provided further, that the liability of such defendants

agai nst whom such a judgnent has been rendered shall be joint and

several as to the plaintiff in whose favor such judgnent has been

r ender ed.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.

H B. No. 483
00\ HRO3\ R568
PAGE 2



